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Every day, we make choices. Some are easier than others. What is for dinner? Does this 
house need a new roof this year? Android or iPhone? Coke or Pepsi? Other choices are 
complicated and can change the course of our life. Should I accept the new job? Do I 
stay in this relationship? Chemo? Radiation? Choices matter. 
 
Over the past four weeks, we’ve been looking at people who were eyewitnesses to 
Jesus’ crucifixion; people near the cross and the choices they made. What did they see? 
What did they hear and how were their lives changed by their choices and how might we 
apply that information to our lives today? First, there was Peter, the most prominent and 
passionate of Jesus’ followers and yet, when push came to shove, he fell victim to his 
fear and denied even knowing Jesus. We looked at the betrayer, Judas, one of the 
chosen twelve disciples who gave Jesus up to the religious leaders and then, because of 
his overwhelming sense of remorse, took his own life. Then there was Joseph of 
Arimathea, who was a member of the inner circle of religious leaders that were accusing 
Jesus but at the same time, he was a secret follower of Jesus. Why didn’t he choose to 
speak up for Jesus when he had the chance? And last week, Mary, Jesus’ mother, 
making the decision to stand beside her son, even though that meant watching him die 
on a cross. 
 
Today we’re going to take a look at the people who were in closest proximity to Jesus 
when he was crucified; the two criminals on their crosses and the different choices they 
made. Some scholars believe that these two men may have been Barabbas’ 
accomplices since it appears that Pilate, the Roman governor, had originally planned to 
crucify Barabbas, not Jesus. The day before, in an effort to rid himself of any 
responsibility for Jesus’ fate, Pilate allowed the people to choose a prisoner to release, a 
criminal named Barabbas or Jesus. The people chose Barabbas. That choice had deep 
consequences. 
 
All four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, write about Jesus’ crucifixion with 
varying details, but one of the things that they all have in common, is that they all 
mention the two criminals who were crucified on either side of Jesus. John only 
mentions that there were two criminals crucified, one on each side of Jesus. Matthew’s 
account is very similar to Mark’s. The Greek word that Matthew and Mark used for these 
criminals was “lestai”. During the 1st century, this word was commonly used to describe 
those who fought against the Roman government; revolutionaries or freedom fighters. 
But Luke used a different word for these criminals, kakourgois. This is the combination of 
two Greek words: Kaka, which means “really bad stuff”. Perhaps you remember this 
word from your childhood vocabulary. It literally means, really bad stuff. And then the 
Greek word urgoi meaning “works”. So kakourgois means “workers of really bad things”. 
Luke tells us these guys were the worst of the worst, the baddest of the bad, violent 
criminals, revolutionaries, terrorists that no one wanted to be around them. In today’s 
world, they may be associated with ISIS or other hate groups.  If these two terrorists 
were being crucified for their actions against the government, it made sense that Jesus, 
falsely accused of the crime of insurrection, would be crucified along with them. 
 



	

So who got crucified in the first century? In his book entitled, Seven Events that 
Changed the New Testament World, author and theologian, Warren Carter tells us that 
crucifixion was “reserved for the lower-ranked, more marginal and provincial folks like 
violent criminals, immigrants and rebellious slaves. In addition, crucifixion was especially 
used to punish rebellious foreigners.” For those with higher social standings, more 
honorable forms of the death penalty were inflicted; like beheadings and falling on one’s 
sword. Crucifixion was the preferred way that Rome punished those who stepped too far 
out of line. It was carried out publically, along well-traveled roads so as to intimidate as 
many people as possible. It had less to do with the offender than the terror it created for 
those watching. So what did Jesus do in his public activity to be crucified as a rebel? He 
healed people, fed people, cast out demons, welcomed the marginalized and outsiders 
to meals and most importantly, he talked about the kingdom of God. It made the ruling 
powers very nervous when someone started advocating for another kingdom or power. 
Kingdoms required kings and the word that Jesus used for kingdom was synonymous 
with “empire”; empires like Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. The Big Guys! This word 
had political, social, cultural and economic implications. Jesus made the Powers That Be 
very nervous! If Rome wanted a new king, Rome would appoint a new king. Jesus was 
understood to have claimed kingship without Rome’s say-so and no empire tolerates 
those who claim unsanctioned rule.  
 
So Jesus and the two criminals were crucified, side-by-side on the hill called The Skull. 
Matthew, Mark and Luke all agree that the people gathering at the cross immediately 
began taunting Jesus, not the other criminals. Jesus was taunted by the gathering 
crowd, passers-by, religious leaders, the soldiers carrying out the crucifixion, and even 
by one of the criminals hanging beside him. Verse 35 says: “The people stood watching, 
and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” Going on: “ The soldiers also came up and 
mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, 
save yourself.” Even one of the criminals taunted Jesus, “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!” And how did Jesus respond? Do you remember? “Father, forgive them 
for they do not know what they are doing.” He stayed on the cross and chose to forgive 
them all. 
 
Save yourself. Save yourself. It’s a natural human reaction, when threatened or scared, 
to try to save ourselves, right? It’s the response known as Fight or Flight first described 
by physiologist, Walter Bradford Cannon in the early 1900’s. It is the physiological 
reaction that occurs in response to a perceived attack or threat to our survival that 
prepares us for fighting or fleeing. We’ve all experienced when we reacted to a 
threatening situation with a response without thinking it through. I had a personal 
encounter with Fight or Flight when I was a young mother that to this day, I am still 
embarrassed to share. I reacted in a way of which I am not proud but I think it’s a good 
example of how people respond to threats in ways that they never would if they had just 
a moment or two to process their options. 
 
Jerry and I were living in St. Louis, Missouri. Our son, Mark, our oldest child, was just a 
few months old and my sister, Lisa, had come to visit us from California. And when you 
live in St. Louis, what’s the one thing that you have to do you do when friends and family 
come to visit? You take them to sightseeing at the Arch. Lisa and I had had a nice day at 
the Arch and we had walked back to the car, which was parked on the top level of a 
parking garage. Mark was still in his stroller and we were about to get into the car, when 
a pit bull dog appeared. I kid you not, a pit bull dog, on the top level of a parking garage 



	

in downtown St. Louis. This is probably a good time to pause and let you know that I 
used to be terrified of dogs. It began when I was a young girl. Every time I walked to my 
best friend, Susan Blackstone’s house, I would get chased by a feisty, territorial, little 
dog named, Mitzi. Each day, Mitzi would find a new place to hide and wait for me. She’d 
jump out of the bush or from behind a new tree and the chase was on. I would run as 
fast as I could, my heart racing, crying and screaming all the way to Susan’s house, 
often wedging myself between the storm door and the front door, frantically pounding on 
the door with Mitzi snarling and nipping at my ankles, until someone from inside the 
house would eventually open the door and rescue me. Mitzi would return to her yard, 
find a new hiding place and wait for my return trip later in the day. So, it’s easy to 
understand why I was so terrified of dogs. Well when the pit bull appeared in that parking 
garage, my fight or flight response kicked in and guess what I did? I fled. I opened the 
car door and jumped in.  Before I knew what happened, I was safe inside of the car and 
Lisa, now holding my infant son, was standing outside of the car, knocking on the 
window. Now don’t worry, this is a story with a happy ending. That dog never gave us a 
second glance but I learned that I have absolutely no fight response - only flight! Save 
yourself. Save yourself. And that’s, I’m embarrassed to say, is exactly what I did. Save 
yourself, the words that were shouted to taunt Jesus on the cross were also used earlier 
in Luke’s writings when he wrote about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 
 
Luke intentionally used the same words and phrases at the beginning and end of his 
writing, like literary bookends because he wants us to come full circle, connect the dots 
and see the completion of his message. Let me show you what I mean. First, when 
Jesus is hungry, Satan says, “If you are the Son of God, turn these stones into bread.” 
Jesus responds, “Man does not live by bread alone.” Then Satan leads Jesus to a high 
place and says, “All of this can be yours if you worship me.” Jesus says, “It is written, 
worship the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.” In a final attempt, Satan 
leads him up to the highest point of Jerusalem and said, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down from here and my angels will save you.” Jesus says, “It is written, 
do not put the Lord your God to a test.” 
 
Notice the common theme of the taunts in the desert and at the cross. “If you are the 
Messiah, God’s Chosen One, Save yourself!” Three statements made by Satan in the 
desert and three statements made by people at the cross, all with the same request, 
save yourself. If you are the Messiah, God’s son, prove it!  Save yourself. Could Jesus 
have saved himself? Of course he could have! At any time, he could have avoided the 
cross completely by choosing to take Satan up on any of his offers or to release himself 
from his crucifixion on the cross. But the Sinless Son of God knowingly and willingly said 
no to the temptations, and took on our sins so that we could be entirely and completely 
saved. That is why he came to earth. He didn’t come to save himself. He came to save 
us from our sin and brokenness. Jesus, being both fully human and fully divine, must 
have felt the enormous temptation to save himself but the salvation that He offers us can 
only take place through the cross not away from it. He’s offering us a new life, a 
completely different way of living, it’s not just a “Get Out of Jail Free” card to heaven. It’s 
the gift of a life of love, grace, mercy and forgiveness, given to us, with no strings 
attached.   
 
Back to the two criminals and what some call the last temptation of Christ. The first 
criminal had joined the crowds in taunting Jesus. Have you ever wondered why a 
criminal, hanging naked on a cross, would feel the need to taunt someone else in a 
similar situation? Whenever I hear of someone bullying, gossiping or insulting someone 



	

else, I believe it’s because they have an inner need to make themselves feel more 
important and they do this by tearing others down. And let’s be honest, we’ve all done it. 
At one time or another, we’ve all belittled others in an effort make ourselves feel better 
about something. It’s probably something that we see in ourselves that we are not proud 
of. This criminal, on the cross next to Jesus, still found a way to make himself feel just a 
little more important than someone else by hurling insults at Jesus.    
 
And what about the taunting crowd? We see similar behavior in crowds today. Why in 
the world do people go along with such heartless cruelty? One reason may be mob 
mentality or the Bystanders Effect. Do you know about Bystanders Effect? It’s a social 
psychological phenomenon that refers to cases in which individuals do not offer any 
means of help to a victim when other people are present. The probability of help is 
inversely related to the number of bystanders. In other words, the greater the number of 
bystanders, the less likely it is that any one of them will help. There may be several 
explanations for this. Ambiguity: is help really needed here? Cohesiveness: I don’t want 
to do anything to stand out or be noticed. Diffusion of responsibility: should I offer help or 
are you going to? 
 
It was named in 1964 after the murder of 29 year-old, Kitty Genovese in Queens, New 
York. Late on the night of March 14, Kitty was stalked, repeatedly attacked and stabbed 
to death in plain sight on a neighborhood street. It was initially believed that over 30 
people were eyewitnesses to at least some of the crime and yet, no one even made an 
attempt to notify the police. This effect can be seen even recently when groups of 
college athletes attack women at parties or military personnel start Facebook groups that 
contain degrading and demeaning photos of women. Why do people buy into this kind of 
behavior? It’s difficult to say. Unfortunately, we could all become victims of the 
Bystander Effect someday. It’s so easy to find one’s self quickly wrapped up in the 
actions of others and impossible to speak up, even when we know better.   
 
Everyday, we make choices. We can choose to remain silent in the face of outrageous 
behaviors, to make others feel small and insignificant by our actions and our words, or 
remain silent when we’re witnesses to others who are doing bad things. Or we can 
choose to speak up and take action when we see injustices occurring and offer 
encouragement and support. 
 
So let’s look at the other criminal. What choice did he make because he had a 
completely different response. He rebuked the first criminal, telling him to stop it. 
“Rebuke” Luke uses a strong word. It means harsh disapproval. Hanging naked on a 
cross, alongside of a very busy road, crowds gathering, this man was in no position to 
admonish anyone, yet, he did. Luke 23:40-41, “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 
are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” In fact, this dying criminal had 
more faith than the rest of Jesus’ followers. The disciples' hopes of Jesus’ kingdom had 
been shattered and most of them had scattered and gone into hiding. As one of his 
followers said two days later, “We had hoped that he was the one who was going to 
redeem Israel.” They were still expecting a military leader. And when Jesus died, they 
lost all hope. By all outward appearance, Jesus’ kingdom was finished but this criminal 
looked at the man he was dying next to and said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” How awe-inspiring is the faith of this man who alone saw beyond the 
present shame to the coming glory? This man saw something that told him that Jesus 



	

may actually be the king of something bigger than he could ever comprehend and he 
chose to put his whole trust in him. 
 
And Jesus’ response to this man’s request, challenges us to expand our notion of who 
deserves mercy. He said, “I tell you the truth. Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
Remember, this man was a vile terrorist and yet, Jesus welcomed him into his kingdom. 
What does that mean for us? For me? For you? Well, it’s good news. It means that, like 
the two criminals, no one is beyond redemption. It’s never too late for salvation and 
forgiveness. What was true for the criminal on the cross is still true for you and me 
today. You cannot go so far down the wrong path that God won’t take you back, redeem, 
forgive and restore you. There’s always hope for God’s grace. You just have to ask. 
 
When you came into worship this morning, you were given a nail. Have you been 
wondering about the nail? Will you take it out now and look at it? This nail represents 
those things you have done in your life of which you are ashamed and need forgiveness. 
It represents those people whom you have insulted, degraded, gossiped about, ignored 
or bullied, whether to their face, behind their backs or on social media. This nail 
represents selfish decisions you’ve made that deny others of justice. This nail represents 
an embarrassing or perhaps, horrific thing you’ve done to someone else that is weighing 
you down. Maybe you’ve asked for and received forgiveness from that person but you 
can’t forgive yourself. And here is the good news. This nail represents Jesus’ willingness 
to stay on that cross and take on all of your stuff, no strings attached and offer you 
complete forgiveness and grace. He wipes the slate completely clean. No matter what 
you’ve done in the past, no matter how far away from God you think you are now, you 
are never so far gone that God will not turn around, come running back and welcome 
you home. Just say the word. This is why Jesus came, not to save himself but to save 
you and me. As you come forward for communion this morning, I invite you to bring your 
nail with you and place it in one of the jars up front. Let it be a symbol of your choice to 
release all of grief and remorse to Jesus, allowing him to take it away, forgive you and 
begin your new life today, fully loved and completely renewed in Jesus Christ.   
 
Let us pray: Loving God, please forgive me for the things I have done or said in my past, 
as well as the things I have not said and done, and help me to be the person you want 
me to be. The person you designed me to be, the kind of person who speaks words of 
kindness to others, who stands up to injustices and who put others before myself. All of 
the horrible, embarrassing things I have done in the past, I released to you today. Jesus, 
remember me. Forgive me and help me to receive your grace. Thank you for not 
accepting any of Satan’s temptations, for not stepping down off of that cross in order to 
save yourself. Thank you for choosing to save me. Amen. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for Week of April 2, 2017 
 
Weekly Prayer: Lord Jesus, we gratefully accept your gift and look forward to being with 
you forever. We dedicate our hearts, our abilities and our energy to following you. Help 
us to share the good news of your unfailing mercy and grace. Amen. 
 
Monday, April 3 
 
Scripture: Mark 15:6-11, 27-32 
During the festival, Pilate released one prisoner to them, whomever they requested. A 
man named Barabbas was locked up with the rebels who had committed murder during 



	

an uprising. The crowd pushed forward and asked Pilate to release someone, as he 
regularly did. Pilate answered them, "Do you want me to release to you the king of the 
Jews?" He knew that the chief priests had handed him over because of jealousy. But the 
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas to them instead. 
 
They crucified two outlaws with him, one on his right and one on his left. People walking 
by insulted him, shaking their heads and saying, "Ha! So you were going to destroy the 
temple and rebuild it in three days, were you? Save yourself and come down from that 
cross!" In the same way, the chief priests were making fun of him among themselves, 
together with the legal experts. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save 
himself. Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the cross. Then we'll see and 
believe." Even those who had been crucified with Jesus insulted him. 
 
Observation: The gospel writers said very little about the two men Rome crucified with 
Jesus. They did write that Pilate, the Roman governor, said he’d free Jesus—or 
Barabbas, a violent rebel. Mark 15 used a word that often meant “rebel” to describe the 
men crucified with Jesus. Some scholars believe they were Barabbas’ allies, since it 
appears Pilate originally planned to crucify him, not Jesus.  
 
Application: In their seeming triumph, Jesus’ enemies acknowledged he’d saved 
others, then mocked him for not saving himself. “Come down from the cross,” they said. 
“Then we’ll see and believe.” After Jesus endured the cross, and arose two days later, 
they did no such thing. What is it in the human heart that moves us to mock those who 
are weak, hurting, apparently defeated? How can you become more gracious, in victory 
and in defeat? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, so often I’m worried about being respectable. Help me remember, 
after reading about you on a cross between two rebels, that often there are higher 
values than respectability. Amen.  
 
Tuesday, April 4 
 
Scripture: Luke 22:35-37; Isaiah 53:12 
Jesus said to them, "When I sent you out without a wallet, bag, or sandals, you didn't 
lack anything, did you?" They said, "Nothing." Then he said to them, "But now, whoever 
has a wallet must take it, and likewise a bag. And those who don't own a sword must sell 
their clothes and buy one. I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in relation to 
me: And he was counted among criminals. Indeed, what's written about me is nearing 
completion." 
 
Therefore, I will give him a share with the great, and he will divide the spoil with the 
strong, in return for exposing his life to death and being numbered with rebels, though he 
carried the sin of many and pleaded on behalf of those who rebelled. 
 
Observation: Rabbis debated who Isaiah’s fourth servant song was about, and 
suggested a variety of figures to whom the song might apply. The first Christians had no 
doubt. They quoted this song more than any other verses to describe Jesus’ redemptive 
suffering. Before his arrest, Jesus quoted Isaiah 53:12 about being “counted with 
criminals.” He set the stage for the way his followers applied Isaiah 52:13–53:12 by 
saying that the passage was about him.  
 



	

Application: Scott Peck quoted an old priest who said, “The only ultimate way to 
conquer evil is to let it be smothered within a willing, living human being. When it is 
absorbed there … it loses its power and goes no further.” What does Jesus’ choice to 
defeat evil by being the Suffering Servant tell you about the kind of God we serve? 
When have you faced evil? How can Jesus’ example guide you toward the only way of 
true victory over evil?  
 
Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you for being the ultimate suffering servant. Please teach me 
how to transform my suffering into a creative, life-giving force as well. Amen.  
 
Wednesday, April 5 
 
Scripture: Luke 23:32-43 
They also led two other criminals to be executed with Jesus. When they arrived at the 
place called The Skull, they crucified him, along with the criminals, one on his right and 
the other on his left. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they're 
doing." They drew lots as a way of dividing up his clothing. The people were standing 
around watching, but the leaders sneered at him, saying, "He saved others. Let him save 
himself if he really is the Christ sent from God, the chosen one." The soldiers also 
mocked him. They came up to him, offering him sour wine and saying, "If you really are 
the king of the Jews, save yourself." Above his head was a notice of the formal charge 
against him. It read "This is the king of the Jews." One of the criminals hanging next to 
Jesus insulted him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" Responding, the other 
criminal spoke harshly to him, "Don't you fear God, seeing that you've also been 
sentenced to die? We are rightly condemned, for we are receiving the appropriate 
sentence for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom." Jesus replied, "I assure you that 
today you will be with me in paradise." 
 
Observation: Luke used a word translated “criminals” while Mark and Matthew used a 
word translated “rebels.” “Criminals” seems to be a broader term though the words were 
interchangeable. Luke’s whole gospel, however, showed Jesus’ love for all who are 
outcast and looked down on. It’s possible that he wanted Jesus’ pledge to the man who 
asked for a place in his kingdom to show clearly that there is grace for absolutely anyone 
who desires it.  
 
Application: What an extraordinary request for that crucified man to make to Jesus! 
What made him think this man crucified next to him would ever have a kingdom? Have 
you ever felt (or known someone who felt) that “I’ve done too much—waited too long—I 
can’t turn to God now?” What does the man’s request and Jesus’ response say to that 
attitude?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, when I read about your saving love reaching a criminal on a cross 
next to yours, I thank you that you love people who miss the mark. That means you can 
love me! Remember me when you come into your kingdom, Lord. Amen. 
 
Thursday, April 6 
 
Scripture: Genesis 2:4-9; Revelation 21:23-22:5 
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 



	

On the day the LORD God made earth and sky—before any wild plants appeared on the 
earth, and before any field crops grew, because the LORD God hadn't yet sent rain on 
the earth and there was still no human being to farm the fertile land, though a stream 
rose from the earth and watered all of the fertile land—the LORD God formed the human 
from the topsoil of the fertile land and blew life's breath into his nostrils. The human 
came to life. The LORD God planted a garden in Eden in the east and put there the 
human he had formed. In the fertile land, the LORD God grew every beautiful tree with 
edible fruit, and also he grew the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
The city doesn't need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God's glory is its light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 
bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day, and there will be no night 
there. They will bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. Nothing unclean will ever 
enter it, nor anyone who does what is vile and deceitful, but only those who are 
registered in the Lamb's scroll of life. 
 
Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving water, shining like crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and the Lamb through the middle of the city's main street. On each 
side of the river is the tree of life, which produces twelve crops of fruit, bearing its fruit 
each month. The tree's leaves are for the healing of the nations. There will no longer be 
any curse. The throne of God and the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 
him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. Night will be no 
more. They won't need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will 
shine on them, and they will rule forever and always. 
 
Observation: Luke quoted Jesus as saying, “You will be with me in Paradise.” 
“Paradise” was a Persian word meaning “walled garden.” Genesis didn’t specifically use 
the word “paradise,” but the picture of the original Garden clearly drew on that idea. 
Revelation 2:7 said the tree of life is in Paradise, so the beautiful final garden at the end 
of the book is a sparkling picture of Paradise restored to God’s original intention.  
 
Application: We sometimes get stuck trying to figure out the details of what “Paradise” 
is like, but Jesus’ promise on the cross gave the most crucial detail: you’ll be “with me.” 
Revelation said of God’s eternal city: “On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will 
be no night there” (Revelation 21:25). What “walls and gates” do we count on for safety 
in today’s world? What worries does confidence in God’s eternal garden calm? How can 
Christ’s presence with you today calm your fears?  
 
Prayer: Lord God, what an awesome promise—I can live in your eternal garden, your 
holy city, where the gates are never closed! Help me live with hope, in the light of that 
lovely place. Amen.  
 
Friday, April 7 
 
Scripture: John 3:14-21 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so must the Human One be lifted 
up so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won't perish but will 
have eternal life. God didn't send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 
world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him isn't judged; whoever 



	

doesn't believe in him is already judged, because they don't believe in the name of God's 
only Son. "This is the basis for judgment: The light came into the world, and people 
loved darkness more than the light, for their actions are evil. All who do wicked things 
hate the light and don't come to the light for fear that their actions will be exposed to the 
light. Whoever does the truth comes to the light so that it can be seen that their actions 
were done in God." 
 
Observation: Near the end of his life, the apostle Paul wrote, “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the 
crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). The man crucified with Jesus couldn’t say 
most of that. But Jesus pledged eternity to “whoever believes.” Jesus accepted the 
man’s faith as the only credential he needed, so the crucified rebel, too, had a crown of 
righteousness waiting for him.  
 
Application: Jesus spoke these words to Nicodemus, a Hebrew religious leader with a 
prominent social position. Most of Nicodemus’ colleagues believed they were part of a 
limited set of people who were the only ones God loved. Jesus used the word “whoever” 
that turned out to include even a crucified criminal. Do you trust that “Whoever” includes 
you, too?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, to the proud Pharisee, you repeated, “Whoever.” To the man dying 
on the cross next to yours, you said, “You will be with me.” Keep me grateful for your 
grace, and eager to share the good news. Amen. 
 
Saturday, April 8 
 
Scripture: 1 John 5:9-13 
If we receive human testimony, God's testimony is greater, because this is what God 
testified: he has testified about his Son. The one who believes in God's Son has the 
testimony within; the one who doesn't believe God has made God a liar, because that 
one has not believed the testimony that God gave about his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God gave eternal life to us, and this life is in his Son. The one who has the 
Son has life. The one who doesn't have God's Son does not have life. 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of God's Son so that you can know 
that you have eternal life. 
 
Observation: Methodist founder John Wesley, at a meeting in London found: “I felt my 
heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for my salvation, and an 
assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me 
from the law of sin and death.” John said you don’t have to wish or hope for salvation, or 
try hard to deserve it. It’s God’s gift, and you, like the thief on the cross, like John 
Wesley, like millions through the ages, can know you have it.  
 
Application: In today’s reading, John never used the future tense. These verses don’t 
say that someday you can hope for eternal life. In what ways are you already living out 
your eternal life? In what ways do you want to more fully tap into the quality, as well as 
the quantity, of the eternal life you already have as God’s gift through Christ?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I accept your gift and look forward to being with you forever. I 
dedicate my heart, my abilities and my energy to following you. Amen.  
 


