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DEAR MESSIAH FAMILY,

Thank you for participating in this holiest season of the year as we journey 
with Jesus to Jerusalem, the cross, and the empty tomb. This year, I am 
inviting you to join me in a study of the Gospel of John. You hold in your hands 
a study guide that will help you read John’s Gospel and hear the perspective 
that this gospel brings to our understanding of Jesus as the true Greatest of 
All Time. There are three questions that will guide us:
• What is said about Jesus?
• How does Jesus bring life to me?
• What response is required of me?

More than the other three Gospels, John draws its readers into the ancient 
story, assuring all who believe that they are “God’s children, born not from 
blood nor from human desire or passion, but born from God” (John 1:12-13). 
Its legacy is nothing less than a new birth, a promise of eternal life that begins 
not at death, not even at the coming of God’s kingdom, but here and now.

Each day, you will be invited to read a short passage from John. There will be 
an introductory comment to each reading that will set the context and help 
you understand what you will read. The questions are not seeking a specific 
answer. I hope you will enter into the story, almost as if you were there, and 
allow the scripture to speak directly to you.

I hope you will also participate in a Faith Group. This series will mean so 
much more when you enter into conversation with others who are also on this 
journey. If you have not identified a Faith Group that you could attend, please 
contact Heather Felt, Director of Community Engagement, at 
hfelt@messiahchurch.org to help you make a connection.

If you have questions, insights or experiences that surface during this study, I 
hope you will contact me. Send me an email or give me a phone call. Know that 
I am praying for you during this journey of faith. 

Growing with you in Christ,
 

Pastor Steve Richards

Messiah United Methodist Church
17805 County Road 6   |   Plymouth, MN 55447
(763) 473-6968   |   srichards@messiahchurch.org
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Name Contact

G.O.A.T.
Lent 2022 my

faith group.
 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2   |   Ash Wednesday: online worship at 7 pm
 www.MessiahChurch.org/live
 
5 SUNDAY, MARCH 6   |   First Sunday in Lent: “The Light in the 
  Darkness”
 Prologue to the Gospel – John 1:1-18

 MARCH 11-13   |   Spring Musical: HONK!
 www.MessiahChurch.org/Honk

10 SUNDAY, MARCH 13   |   Second Sunday in Lent: “Healer”
 John 4:7-15

 MARCH 18-20   |   Spring Musical: HONK!
 www.MessiahChurch.org/Honk

15 SUNDAY, MARCH 20   |   Third Sunday in Lent: “Miracle Worker”
 John 5:1-11, 16-18

20 SUNDAY, MARCH 27   |   Fourth Sunday in Lent: “The Great I AM”
 John 10:7-12, 14-15

25 SUNDAY, APRIL 3   |   Fifth Sunday in Lent: “Way Maker”
 John 13:3-5, 34-35; John 14:1-3

30 SUNDAY, APRIL 10   |   Palm Sunday: “Redeemer”
 John 18:1-7; John 19:16-20  

 THURSDAY, APRIL 14   |   Maundy Thursday: worship at 7 pm 

 FRIDAY, APRIL 15   |   Good Friday: worship at 7:30 pm  

35 SUNDAY, APRIL 17   |   Easter: “Promise Keeper”
 John 19:41-20:1, 19-22

page

“...so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, 
and that believing, you will have life in his name.”  — John 20:31
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This is a place where you can write requests for prayers. If you are in a 
Faith Group, you can list each other’s requests for prayer. Often there 
is a result from the prayer, and you may want to look back and record 
what has happened to the need or joy for which you were praying.

If you are new to prayer, just say silently or aloud:
“God, please help                                 .”

Date  Person to pray for      Need or Joy Results

week one.
SUNDAY, MARCH 6   |   “Light in the Darkness”

Prologue to the Gospel – John 1:1-18

SERMON NOTES:

MEMORY VERSE   In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.  — John 1:4-5

PRAY THIS WEEK   Lord God, thank you for the Bible. We offer our hearts 
and minds to the message of Jesus so that we can become his hands 
and feet in the world. We humbly acknowledge that the best that we 
are, have been and will ever be comes from your transforming mercy 
and grace. We offer ourselves to you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

 

daily g ps
MONDAY, MARCH 7   |   “In the Beginning…the Word” 
 John’s prelude was like the overture to a great musical work. “In the 

beginning” was the first of many allusions to Genesis 1-2. Jesus, the 
creator, was creating anew. The “life” and “light” images also came 
from those “beginning” stories. “The Word” told both Jewish and 
Greek readers why Jesus mattered so much. “The Word,” who was 
with God and WAS God, “made his home among us” (verse 14). God 
did not shun our darkened world, but came to live here — and in this 
world, Jesus’ life created new life and light for all who trusted in him. 

 READ   John 1:1-18
• In Hebrew thought, Genesis 1 said God created by speaking 

(cf. Psalm 33:6), and Proverbs 8:12, 22-31 said “Wisdom” was with 

prayer requests.



www.MessiahChurch.org   |   7      6   |   Jesus. Greatest of All Time. Lent 2022

God at creation. Greek thinkers saw “the Word” (Greek “logos”) as the 
force that directed the universe. Writers like Philo often personified 
“the logos” as a pilot, or God’s son. But Greek thinkers said “the 
logos” couldn’t connect at all with the corrupt material world, while 
John boldly wrote, “The Word became flesh.” 

• What does it say about your value to God that He “became flesh” 
rather than wishing you well from a distance? 

• John’s great poetic prologue included us! Verse 12 said, “Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.” 

• In what ways has Jesus brought you “life”? What does it mean to you 
that God loves you and wants you as his child? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, in my darkest times I feel unlovable, unworthy of 
your love. Give me “eyes to see” and “ears to hear” how much you love 
and value me as I read your story again in John’s Gospel. Amen. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 8    |   “The Lamb of God” 
 John the gospel writer introduced us to John the Baptist (or 

Baptizer), a fiery preacher of repentance. People wondered if he 
might be the long-awaited Messiah, but he directed their attention 
to Jesus. Andrew and Philip answered Jesus’ call, and then invited 
Peter and Nathanael to join them in following Jesus.

 READ   John 1:19-51
• John the Baptist twice called Jesus “the Lamb of God,” the first time 

adding “who takes away the sin of the world.” In John’s Gospel, Jesus 
died on the cross on the afternoon when the Passover lambs were 
being sacrificed in the Temple. 

• How does the phrase, “Lamb of God,” help us understand Jesus’ 
mission? At what points in your life have you needed Jesus to take 
away a burden of sin and shame you’ve been bearing? 

• John summed up the purpose of his ministry as being “that [Jesus] 
might be revealed to Israel.” When two of John’s disciples followed 
“the Lamb of God,” they asked, “Where are you staying?” and Jesus 
set a model for us by saying, “Come and see.” Andrew led his brother 
to Jesus; Phillip didn’t argue with Nathanael’s doubts, but also said, 
“Come and see.” 

• When, and in what ways, has being a follower of Jesus meant that 
you were spending time with him, listening and learning? How might 

you do more of that, during this Lenten season and beyond? 

 PRAY   Lord, as I respond to your invitation to “come and see” during 
this Lenten season, draw my heart closer to yours. Teach me to love as 
you love. Amen. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9    |   “New Wine. New Power.” 
 Jesus changed water in jars used for ritual purification 

(verse 6) to wine as a sign that he offered a better way than his 
day’s rigid, repressive ritual system. When he cleansed the Temple, 
he challenged an ugly, lying trade. The Temple rulers exploited their 
control of Temple shekels and ritual animals to make huge profits 
from pilgrims who came to worship God. In linking these two stories, 
John said Jesus was declaring that he was the way to God, not 
rituals that had become more obstacle than signpost.

 READ   John 2:1-25
• John called Jesus’ challengers “the Jews” (verse 18), and used that 

term for them throughout the gospel. Some readers fear this was an 
anti-Semitic slur. But Jesus and all his first followers (including John 
himself!) were Jews. The Common English Bible conveys John’s true 
meaning by saying “the Jewish leaders.” 

• How does history show the spiritual peril of seeing God as “for” 
or “against” whole ethnic groups, no matter how individuals 
respond to God? In what ways is God helping you grow beyond bias 
against ethnic groups, denominations, political parties and other 
people groups? 

• What did verses 24-25 say about Jesus? (He clearly was not 
anti-social — the wedding feast story showed that.) In what ways 
have you learned to put your deepest trust in God and God’s love for 
you, instead of in people? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, it’s amazing to realize that the same power that 
changed water into wine is transforming my life more and more into 
the kind of life you want me to live. Please work in my heart. Amen. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 10   |   “Light and Darkness, Life and Death”
 John’s story introduced one powerful man, Nicodemus who was 

a Pharisee, and returned to John the Baptist, the great prophet. 
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The two men drew their power and greatness from very different 
sources. Nicodemus’ authority came from religious status attained 
through strict outward piety. John the Baptist’s authority came from 
his God-given message, pointing to the greatness of the coming 
Messiah, not to himself. John’s humble joy as Jesus “must become 
greater” (verse 30) showed the inner change Jesus spoke of 
to Nicodemus. 

 READ   John 3:1-36
• John said Nicodemus came to Jesus “by night” (verse 2). As he 

cleansed the Temple, Jesus challenged the Pharisees’ power and 
authority, so Nicodemus may have needed the darkness to hide his 
interest in Jesus from other Pharisees. Although he came by night, 
Jesus invited Nicodemus to live in the light of God’s kingdom. Their 
conversation changed Nicodemus (cf. John 7:45-52; John 19:38-42). 

• From what kinds of darkness did you come to Jesus? How has God 
brought you from the darkness into the light? 

• Jesus said of John the Baptist, “I tell you that no greater human 
being has ever been born than John” (Luke 7:28). Yet when John’s 
followers saw Jesus’ growing ministry as a “threat,” the prophet said, 
“A person can receive only what is given from heaven…[Jesus] must 
become greater; I must become less” (verses 27-30). 

• Where do you find your source of “joy” and “greatness”? Does John’s 
counter-cultural model of what matters most in life challenge you to 
rethink any of your attitudes or actions? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, thank you for bringing light to the darkness and life 
from death. Help me to remember that my “greatness” and “joy” come 
from you above all else. Amen. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11   |   “I Am — the One Who Speaks with You” 
 Jews and Samaritans tended to shun each other. But John said 

that Jesus “had to go through Samaria” (verse 4). That wasn’t a 
geographic requirement. As the story unfolds, it becomes clear 
John was describing a spiritual necessity. Jesus talked openly with 
a woman that even the Samaritans would have shunned. He offered 
her “living water,” and her response made her the first witness to 
Jesus in John’s Gospel. 

 

 READ   John 4:1-30
• Usually women drew water at evening together, visiting around the 

well. This woman came to the well at noon and alone. Yet Jesus, a 
Jewish man whom she expected to despise and avoid her, spoke to 
her respectfully, asking for her help and treating her with dignity. In 
verses 13-14, Jesus told her he could give her living water that “will 
become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

• What deep inner thirsts in you have Jesus’ living water quenched? 
• The woman took refuge in an abstract religious issue after Jesus’ 

question unmasked her troubled life. But Jesus wouldn’t argue about 
whether Jerusalem or Gerizim was the true holy mountain. He said 
the key was not WHERE people worship God, but that they worship 
“in spirit and truth” (verse 24). 

• Have you ever used “head” questions to avoid opening your heart to 
God? What is so necessary about honestly opening your heart, your 
whole inner life, in order to worship in spirit and truth? 

 PRAY   O God, you aren’t willing to settle for my head, nor for just my 
head and hands. You seek my heart, too — and, sometimes with fear 
and trembling, I offer it. Remind me that submission to you makes me 
more, not less. Amen. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12   |   “The Fields are Already Ripe” 
 Jesus was at ease in Samaria, but his disciples probably weren’t. 

Jesus must have amazed them by saying, in that hostile city, “Open 
your eyes and notice that the fields are already ripe for the harvest” 
(verse 35). But the fields WERE ripe — many Samaritans accepted 
Jesus’ message. John then underscored Jesus’ inclusive caring by 
telling of his “long-distance” healing of a royal official’s ill son. The 
man probably worked for Herod and/or the Romans, but that didn’t 
bother Jesus, and Jesus’ power richly repaid the father’s trust. 

 READ   John 4:31-54
• In his prologue, John said, “The light came to his own people, and his 

own people didn’t welcome him” (John 1:11). Jesus told Nicodemus, 
“God’s Spirit blows wherever it pleases” (John 3:8). 

• When you have welcomed Jesus and the light he brings to your life, 
how have you seen God work in unexpected ways in you? In the lives 
of others you know? In what ways is God calling you to share the love 
he is placing in your heart with others in your circle of influence?
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 PRAY   Jesus, what a range of people you touched — Nicodemus in his 
righteous robes, the outcast woman at the well, the royal official in his 
courtly garb. Wherever I fall in that spectrum, I trust you to touch and 
renew me — and through me, others thirsty for you. Amen.

week two.
SUNDAY, MARCH 13   |   “Healer”

John 4:7-15

SERMON NOTES:

MEMORY VERSE   The water that I give will become in those who drink 
it a spring of water that bubbles up into eternal life.  — John 4:14

PRAY THIS WEEK   Lord God, thank you for the message that you intend 
for us in John’s Gospel. We want to live, not in this world of sin and 
death, but in the infinitely grander world of Jesus. Thank you for 
making yourself known to us in him and for embracing us as your 
children. Help us to share what we have found with others. In Jesus 
name, Amen.

 

daily g ps
MONDAY, MARCH 14   |   “Do You Want to Get Well?” 
 Many people in Jesus’ day thought the pool of Bethesda (or 

Bethsaida) had healing power. But clearly it hadn’t worked for the 
man Jesus met. He’d been there for 38 years! Jesus asked him, “Do 
you WANT to get well?” Jesus healed him on the Sabbath, which 
made his critics fuss about rule-breaking rather than celebrating 

the man’s healing. Jesus responded by declaring that his power and 
mission came from his divine Father, which only upset them more. 

 READ   John 5:1-30
• John called Jesus, the Creator (cf. John 1:1-3), and said Jesus’ 

mission was to remake the world as God wanted it. Healing the sick 
man at the pool was a sign of what that new world was like. 

• In what ways did the question “Do you WANT to get well?” and the 
command “Get up” invite and empower the man to team up with God 
in his own renewal? In what ways have you been healed and freed 
(or do you want to be healed and freed) as you take part in Jesus’ 
new creation? 

• In verses 24-25, John had Jesus using the present tense: “whoever 
hears my word and believes him who sent me HAS eternal life…HAS 
crossed over from death into life.” 

• How have you “crossed over from death into life”? What is one aspect 
of your life where you are experiencing the eternal quality of life now, 
before your physical death ever happens? 

 PRAY   Lord God, I want to “get well.” I want to cross over from death 
into life, in this life. Please keep on quietly, powerfully creating in me 
the whole new quality of “eternal life.” Empower me to choose you and 
your kingdom more and more. Amen.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15   |   “These Works I do Testify about Me” 
 This section almost sounds as though Jesus was on trial — and, in 

one sense, he was. He said he had many witnesses to show that he 
was who he said: his works, John the Baptist, his Father, and Moses’ 
words in Scripture. Many people were positively impressed when 
Jesus fed them miraculously — but they wanted him to be a political 
king who changed their circumstances, not a spiritual king who 
changed their hearts. 

 READ   John 5:31-6:15
• Jesus told his critics that they had been reading the right book, but 

had been reading it in the wrong way (John 5:39-40). Read rightly, he 
said, the Scriptures testified of him. 

• How and for what purpose do you read the Bible? Don’t get stuck on 
those things you don’t understand in the Bible, but instead focus on 
what you do understand, and submit to God’s leading in those areas. 
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• Feeding the huge crowd seemed impossible to the disciples. Andrew 
brought a child’s small lunch of loaves and fish saying, “how far will 
they go among so many?” And yet, through the power of Christ, they 
became more than enough. As you consider what Jesus did with that 
small lunch, what talents and resources do you have that you might 
offer to Jesus, trusting him to creatively multiply your gift and bless 
others through it? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, you’ve blessed me with gifts and talents. Help me 
appreciate them, and offer them to you today, just as the child offered 
what he had. Use and multiply my abilities to bless others, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16   |   “I am the Bread of Life” 
 Jesus’ ministry grabbed the attention of many. If he were ministering 

today, you might expect the major news networks to be talking 
about his latest miracle or healing. But John sharply contrasted the 
people’s earthbound outlook and Jesus’ desire to share the truth of 
God’s eternal world. “Believe in him whom God sent,” he pleaded. 
“I am the bread of life.” 

 READ   John 6:16-40
• Jesus challenged his listeners to consider what kind of “food” they 

were working for: “Don’t work for the food that doesn’t last but for 
the food that endures for eternal life” (verse 27). Physical food was 
necessary. He’d just fed the hungry crowd with bread and fish, but it 
didn’t give lasting life. 

• How do you understand the two worlds, the two kinds of food, Jesus 
spoke of? Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” In what ways are you 
consistently nourishing yourself spiritually on him? 

• In his commentary of the Bible, N.T. Wright noted that the story of 
Jesus walking on water can be a metaphor for our journey through 
life. Many times life’s waters get rough, and a strong wind blows. Yet 
in the midst of the rough waters Jesus is with you, even walking on 
water to help and comfort you. When have you faced “rough waters”? 
How did Jesus help you “reach the land” on the other side? If you’re 
dealing with rough waters right now, how can you be open to letting 
Jesus help you reach the shore? 

 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, thank you for offering yourself as the bread of 
life. Help me to trust you with my heart and my life. Satisfy my inner 
hunger, and fill the God-shaped hole inside me. Amen. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17   |   “You Have the Words of Eternal Life” 
 Jesus’ words in this section echoed his talk with the woman at the 

well (cf. John 4), but now he used the image of bread rather than of 
water. His vivid imagery about eating his flesh and drinking his blood 
made people squirm. Many turned away. But he was describing the 
spiritual reality that we act out in the Lord’s Supper — taking Jesus 
in to nourish our eternal life. Some “got it” — the Twelve didn’t turn 
away. “Lord, where would we go?” Peter asked.

 READ   John 6:41-71 
• In John 6:35 (yesterday’s reading) and verses 48 and 51, Jesus used 

the words “I AM.” This was loaded language — “I am” was a central 
meaning of YHWH, the divine name God told Moses about in Exodus 
3:14. Watch for this in the rest of John. Jesus made major “I am” 
claims six more times. 

• How did Jesus’ use of “I am” stress his astonishing claim to tell us 
about God from his direct knowledge? How easy or hard do you find 
it to accept, and live into, what Jesus claimed when he identified 
himself as the “I am”? 

• This passage is typical of John’s desire to show us what Jesus’ life 
meant, rather than just what happened. John didn’t include the story 
of Jesus eating the Passover with the disciples, but he showed Jesus 
teaching the Supper’s meaning. 

• In what ways does taking part in the Lord’s Supper nourish your 
spiritual growth? 

 PRAY   Lord God, you showed your eternity and power in the Hebrew 
name “I am.” Walking this earth in Jesus, you again identified yourself 
with that name. You assured me that I can be your child, and I’m 
thankful that I am. Amen. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18   |   “The One Who Sent Me is True” 
 Jesus’ brothers didn’t believe in him (verse 5), the crowds had mixed 

views (verse 12), and Jewish leaders wanted to kill him (verses 1 and 
25). Jesus was inner-directed, and chose his own course under God. 
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He clarified the true purpose of the Sabbath (verse 23). He spoke firmly 
of his heavenly origin and life-giving mission, saying “I haven’t come 
on my own. The one who sent me is true, and you don’t know him. I 
know him because I am from him and he sent me” (verses 28-29). 

 READ   John 7:1-30
• It’s worth noting how John used the word “world.” Jesus’ brothers 

used “world” to mean the physical planet Earth and all who live in it 
(verse 4). But Jesus used it to mean an inner spiritual orientation that 
turns away from God and tries to live without God and God’s values 
(verse 7). 

• In what ways does “the world” (in that second sense) try to draw you 
into its values and way of life today? How is your life better when you 
live in Jesus’ world, rather than in “the world” that hates him? 

• John was a master at showing denial (what we today might call 
“cognitive dissonance”). Verses 1 and 25 recognized that leaders 
wanted to kill Jesus. Yet when he spoke of it openly, there was heated 
denial: “You are demon-possessed. Who is trying to kill you?” 
(verse 20).

• When have you been in settings where you or others wanted to deny 
“the elephant in the room”? How can you and Jesus face any issue in 
your life more honestly? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, I want to be a citizen of your world, to know you 
and the one who sent you. Guide me as day-by-day I submit my heart to 
your authority. Amen. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19   |   “The Unbelief of the Jewish Leaders” 
 The religious leaders cannot see in Jesus the fulfillment of God’s 

purpose for his people and that through them God would bring 
salvation to the whole world. Their pride and exclusiveness blinded 
them to who Jesus really was. Jesus’ enemies were bitterly 
frustrated when their own Temple guards wouldn’t arrest Jesus, and 
Nicodemus asked for a fair hearing. 

 READ   John 7:31-52
• The Temple guards listened to Jesus, and said, “No one ever spoke 

the way this man does” (John 7:46). When the leaders mocked them, 
Nicodemus asked, “Our Law doesn’t judge someone without first 
hearing him and learning what he is doing, does it?” (verse 51).

• How could they see the signs and not recognize who Jesus 
really was? When have you missed the signs and when you have 
recognized the signs but not followed them?

 PRAY   God, I’m listening. Please continue to speak to me through the 
gospel of John, and in any other way that you need to touch and guide 
my heart. Amen.

week three.
SUNDAY, MARCH 20   |   “Miracle Worker”

John 5:1-11, 16-18

SERMON NOTES:

MEMORY VERSE   Then Jesus declared. “I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.”  — John 6:35

PRAY THIS WEEK   Lord God, help us to feel as you feel and see as you 
see. Thank you for feeling our pains and sorrows. Help us to trust 
in your ways and in your timing. May all our lives and our efforts 
glorify you and bring others to faith. Continue to restore our spiritual 
blindness and allow us to always hear your voice. Amen.

 

daily g ps
MONDAY, MARCH 21   |   “Whoever Hasn’t Sinned Should Throw the
                                              First Stone” 
 This story may not have belonged originally to the Gospel of John. 

It was absent from almost all of the early manuscripts we have, 
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and those that include it sometimes place it elsewhere in the 
gospels. But the story may be authentic, and it fits well here. The 
Pharisees set an ugly trap — they were okay with shaming, even 
killing, a woman whom they might even have lured into the act of 
adultery. (Where was her partner? You can’t commit adultery alone.) 
Jesus disarmed them and gave their victim a new start. 

 READ   John 7:53-8:11
• The Jewish leaders set a deadly trap for Jesus, using a nameless 

woman as their pawn. Nobody knows what Jesus was writing on 
the ground. What’s your best guess? (a list of other sins, including 
hypocrisy?; or maybe just doodling?) When have you seen 
religious people use one person’s sin as an excuse to proclaim 
their superiority? 

• Instead of judging and condemning, Jesus shows compassion. How 
can compassion be harder than condemning, and yet a greater 
power in this world? What daily choices and disciplines do you find 
most helpful in “Go now and leave your life of sin”? 

 PRAY   Thank you, Jesus, that you were willing to challenge 
conventional thinking, especially when it would harm someone. Help 
me to have wisdom in tough situations and the courage to show 
compassion. Amen.

TUESDAY, MARCH 22   |   “The Light of the World”
 It appears that the scene has shifted to a courtroom. The Pharisees 

have failed to bring a charge against Jesus for setting aside the law 
of Moses (verse 8) and are now examining the claims Jesus appears 
to be making. The discussion is whether Jesus can give evidence. 
Jesus says his evidence is backed up by his Father. 

 READ   John 8:12-30, 59 
• Israel was supposed to be the light of the world, but Israel was 

providing darkness. That’s why the light/Jesus has come into the 
world. Are you ever tempted to reject the light? The darkness in us 
is deeper than we think when instead of hearing God’s call to be a 
light in the world, we take God’s call as a privilege meant only 
for ourselves. 

• Jesus is offering a last chance to change, to trust him, to act on 
his warnings, and to escape the fate that is otherwise going to 

come on them. Not believing and not responding appears to have a 
consequence (“you will indeed die in your sins” — verse 24). Where is 
your life headed? What difference does it make to accept the light?

 PRAY   Jesus, you are the light of the world. Let your light shine 
deep within me so that every aspect of my life will reflect your ways. 
Help me to give God the thanks for all that is accomplished in and 
through me. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23   |   “The Truth will Make you Free”
  Jesus is offering what everybody in Israel was long for — freedom! 

They were suffering under the oppression of Roman rule and at a 
deeper level the oppression of a religion that had become rules and 
laws. They reject what Jesus offers, responding that as Abraham’s 
descendants they have always been free. They don’t understand the 
true nature of their slavery. They think being children of Abraham 
means they are also children of God. Yet, Jesus says, “Before 
Abraham was, I Am” (verse 58). If they would hear and receive Jesus’ 
words, they could be set free from a slavery they did not even realize 
they were in. His self-righteous enemies were furious, ready to stone 
Jesus for blasphemy. 

 READ   John 8:31-59
• When Jesus said, “The truth will set you free” (verse 32), his foes 

replied, “We’ve never been anyone’s slaves. How can you say that 
we will be set free?” They were in denial politically — one historian 
called Israel’s life under Rome a “semi-slavery.” Worse, they were 
spiritually captive to their own self-importance. 

• Has there ever been a time when you felt, “I’m fine — I don’t need 
what Christ offers”? Is there any part of your life now where it’s hard 
to accept that you need Christ’s light and truth to set you free? 

• Don’t miss the central issue in this section. Jesus said, “I come from 
heaven — God is my father, and I do what he says.” His opponents 
wouldn’t even consider that his claim might be true, because he 
didn’t fit into their way of doing things. 

• If Jesus came today, would we recognize him? How open are you to 
changing habits or patterns if you sense that God might be calling 
you to change? 
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 PRAY   Lord God, keep me open and receptive to your voice. Create in 
me a willingness to live a life “from above,” to let your truth truly set 
me free. Amen.

THURSDAY, MARCH 24   |   “Healing a Man Born Blind”
 Conventional Jewish thinking assumed a connection between 

present disability and previous sin. The only question then is, 
whose sin was it? Faced with a man blind from birth, they assume 
that someone must have done something wrong for which this is a 
punishment. In their world, that’s what justice looks like. But Jesus 
isn’t concerned with the way this world order functions. He is the 
light of God’s powerful justice shining brightly.

 READ   John 9:1-12
• Of course, actions have consequences. Good things often happen 

as a result of good actions, and bad things often happen through 
bad actions. But not always. Being born blind doesn’t mean you 
must have sinned. So when Jesus heals the man, God’s truth meets 
conventional wisdom. “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness didn’t overcome it.” 

• How have you seen the light of God’s presence overcome the 
darkness either in your life or in this world?

• Sometimes the “light,” the good news of Jesus, so transforms 
someone’s life that people ask the same question that we find in 
verse 8: is this really the same person? Can someone who used to lie 
and steal, to cheat and swear, have become a truthful, wholesome, 
wise human being?

• The question that lingers from this reading: How does it happen?

 PRAY   Lord, you have the power to heal and to transform lives. 
Thank you for what you are doing in my life. May the work you have 
done continue to completion. I give the credit for a changed life to you. 
Thank you. Amen.

FRIDAY, MARCH 25   |   “Who was Blind, and Who Could See?” 
 What we have in this passage is the two-way power of fear, acted out 

as the Pharisees, and the parents of the man born blind, try to come 
to terms with what’s just happened. The Pharisees are afraid of 
some new attack on Judaism (if the man was not blind because of his 

own sin or his parent’s sin). This could signal a crack in their way of 
believing. The man’s parents are also afraid, because they know the 
threat against anyone saying Jesus is the Messiah.

 READ   John 9:13-34
• The synagogue was the center of community life in most Israelite 

towns. A person put out of the synagogue often found it necessary 
to move to another area. When have you found your faith putting you 
at odds with a social community, maybe even your church? What did 
you do about it? How has God led you so that you can live out your 
commitment to follow Jesus? 

• How would you describe this man’s character and faith? What would 
it take to face opposition from others who claim that you did not 
experience what you experienced? 

• The man born blind was at least prepared to say that Jesus was a 
prophet (verse 17). When surrounded by fear and anger, the only way 
through is to glimpse whatever we can see of Jesus, and to follow 
him out of the dark and into the light. When have you experienced 
great fear? How can the “light” of Christ overcome fear?

 PRAY   Thank you, God, for all that you have done in my life. Help me to 
trust you and to boldly acknowledge the strength that comes from you. 
When I face challenging situations that tempt me to stray from you, 
help me to feel your presence and recall the greatness that comes 
from you. Amen.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26   |   “Spiritual Blindness” 
 The chapter about the man born blind comes to its conclusion with 

the complete reversal of where it had started. The chapter began 
with the disciples assuming that because someone was born blind 
either he or his parents must have been guilty of sin. Jesus opposed 
that view, healed the man and then fought off the challenge from 
those who objected to him doing it on the Sabbath. Now the chapter 
ends with his accusers claiming to see everything clearly when in 
fact they cannot.

 READ   John 9:35-41
• Jesus claimed to be “the light of the world.” At what age or stage did 

Christ’s light first shine into your life? What were some of the first 
things that you remember seeing more clearly in the light of Jesus’ 
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love and grace? 
• What are one or two ways that Christ’s light has helped to clear your 

sight in the recent days and weeks of your walk with him? 

 PRAY   Lord, continue your heavenly “eye surgery” in me. Make it 
more and more true in all parts of my life that “I was blind, but now 
I see.” Amen.

week four.
SUNDAY, MARCH 27   |   “The Great I AM”

John 10:7-12, 14-15

SERMON NOTES:

MEMORY VERSE   I came so that could have life — indeed, so that they 
could live life to the fullest.  — John 10:10

PRAY THIS WEEK   Holy God, touch us with the power and assurance of 
the early disciples, as they shared and lived the Good News. Empower 
us to be your hands and feet in this world. Remind us that many 
are hungry, many are homeless, many are lonely, without friend or 
fellowship. Remind us of the many in need and show us ways to offer 
life and hope and love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 

daily g ps
MONDAY, MARCH 28   |   “I am the Good Shepherd” 
 Chapter 10 is a continuation of what we read last week. Jesus said 

the spiritual blindness of Israel’s leaders hurt not only them, but the 
human “flock” God had entrusted to their care. (His words strongly 

echoed those of the prophet Ezekiel — cf. Ezekiel 34:1-16.) But God 
had promised Israel that he would shepherd them himself, and Jesus 
came as “the good shepherd” who would safely guide and protect all 
who trusted him. 

 READ   John 10:1-21
• “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the fullest,” Jesus 

said in John 10:10. In what ways have you seen ads for everything 
from banks to automobiles, from alcoholic beverages to haircare 
products, hold out a similar promise? 

• How easy or hard do you find it to trust, in your day-to-day life, that 
Jesus’ way truly offers you the fullest, most satisfying life? 

• Jesus said, “I have other sheep that don’t belong to this sheep pen” 
(John 10:16). When John wrote his gospel, Gentiles outnumbered 
those who shared John’s Jewish heritage by a large margin. When 
have you been happily surprised to meet a fellow believer from a 
“sheep pen” you didn’t realize was included in Jesus’ love? 

• Have you been able to lift up and bless people you’d have been 
uncomfortable being in contact with before you met Jesus? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, I’m so thankful that the wideness of your mercy 
stretches far enough to include me. Keep showing me how it reaches 
farther than I had ever imagined, and how I can help it to reach even 
more people. Amen. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29   |   “I and the Father are One” 
 John described the behavior of Jesus’ foes in aggressive language, 

writing that they “circled around him.” They asked a serious-enough 
question: “If you are the Christ (Greek for “anointed one,” i.e. the 
Messiah), tell us plainly.” The problem was that they’d already settled 
on a negative answer. When Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” 
(verse 30), they picked up stones with the intention of stoning him 
to death!

 READ   John 10:22-42
• Given everything you’ve read in John so far, what made the question 

Jesus’ circling opponents asked (“How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”) ring hollow? Were 
Jesus’ claims about himself evasive or fuzzy, or were they just so big 
that his enemies refused to grapple with them? 
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• Do you believe Jesus was more than a good teacher and wise man; 
that he was all he claimed to be? 

• Jesus challenged his enemies: “Do not believe me unless I do the 
works of my Father. But if I do them, even though you do not believe 
me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the 
Father is in me, and I in the Father” (verses 37-38). Jesus said we 
can tell the difference between false and true prophets by the kind of 
fruit they bear (Matthew 7:16-20). 

• What kind of “fruit” could the people see in Jesus’ own life? Are you 
more concerned with whether others speak and think as you do, or 
with the kind of fruit you see their life bearing? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, I want to bear fruit that honors and glorifies you. 
Plant the seed of your word in my heart, and grow it into a life that 
nourishes life in others. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30   |   “I am the Resurrection and the Life” 
 Bethany is just a few miles from Jerusalem. Going there could 

expose Jesus to the malice of his enemies again (verses 8 and 
16). Jesus intentionally waited before going to where his friend lay 
deathly ill (verse 15). By the time he reached Bethany, Lazarus had 
died. Grieving her brother’s death, Martha told Jesus, “If you had 
been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” He answered with one of 
his greatest “I am” sayings: “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

 READ   John 11:1-27
• Imagine the scene: Mary and Martha worried, wept, prayed and sent 

to Jesus for help (they knew Jesus could heal!). Yet Lazarus still died. 
This is our story, too. We pray for justice, peace or personal concerns. 
But at times, praying forces us to confront the humbling reality that 
God’s timing is not our timing (see Isaiah 55:8-9). 

• Martha greeted Jesus with a sad “if-only” statement. Do you have 
any “if-onlys” on your heart right now? If so, like Martha, express that 
to Jesus. Then listen and watch for what comfort and hope he has to 
offer you. 

• Of Jesus’ seven “I am” statements in John, his words to Martha are 
probably the most cherished: “I am the resurrection and the life… 
everyone who believes in me will never die.” Jesus’ response to our 
“if-only” questions often surprises us, as it did Martha. 

• Jesus has many ways of bringing good news, hope and new 

possibilities into the mess and grief of life. We face the same 
question Jesus asked Martha: “Do you believe this?” 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, sometimes it is hard for me to trust you in the midst 
of my “if-only” questions. Thank you for offering me an eternal hope 
when I put my faith in you. Help me to trust your ways. Amen. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 31   |   “Plotting to Kill the Life-Giver” 
 Jesus’ seventh miraculous sign was his mightiest: Lazarus, who had 

been dead for four days (verse 39), was restored to life. His act also 
gave Mary and Martha back the chance to live a decent life — in their 
world, a woman with no living male relative had no legal standing. 
Yet the darkness hated the light more than ever, and Jesus’ enemies 
increased their efforts to kill the one who gave life. 

 READ   John 11:28-57
• John 11:35 is often known solely for being “the shortest verse in 

the Bible.” But it carried an important message, when we remember 
that Jesus was to say, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” 
(John 14:9). What does Jesus’ ability to weep with his friends in 
their sorrow tell you about the heart of God toward you when you 
are hurting? 

• Verse 48 is the only time any of the four Gospels used the term 
“Romans.” It voiced the leaders’ fear that if they let Jesus’ ministry 
go on, he would lead a revolt, and Roman armies would ravage the 
land. (These were the same folks who, in John 8:33, said, “We’ve 
never been slaves.”) Rome ruled the earthly sphere with a rod of iron, 
and though they were religious leaders, Jesus’ opponents couldn’t 
look beyond that realm. 

• What does it take for you to raise your sights, to see life “from above” 
rather than “from below”? How can that outlook replace fear with 
faith and despair with hope? 

 PRAY   Lord God, give me the ability to see life from your perspective. 
And at the times when sorrow weighs me down, thank you for standing 
with me, and mingling your tears with mine. Amen.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 1   |   “The King is Anointed”
 At John 11, the first half of the gospel ends. The first half focuses 

on the miraculous signs of Jesus. Now we enter the second half, 
the book of glory that focuses almost entirely on Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. In John, this is where Jesus’ glory is seen, not just in 
his resurrection but in the way he freely gave his life. 

 READ   John 12:1-19
• In the Old Testament, a king would begin his earthly reign when 

anointed by a prophet or priest. Jesus’ anointing is of a very 
different kind. Mary’s act of devotion is costly, but what do you think 
it represents? And why would she anoint his feet and not his head? 
Some suggest she is using the perfume that would have been used 
to anoint her brother’s body, which is now unnecessary with Lazarus 
back to life.

• Where are you within this story? Are you with Mary showing devotion 
to Jesus or with Judas who has a greater concern for the poor?

• With his entry into Jerusalem, Jesus is hailed as a king. The people 
shout words that come from Psalms and Zechariah, indicating that 
they were hailing Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah. What kinds 
of feelings and emotions are present that day? What were the 
Pharisees feeling? The crowd? The disciples? Jesus?

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, you did come to Jerusalem, just as you promised. 
And you have come into my life. Thank you for loving me and all people 
unconditionally and sacrificially. May my journey through John’s Gospel 
help me to understand God’s purposes for me. Amen.

SATURDAY, APRIL 2   |   “When I am Lifted Up…” 
 John wrote that “some Greeks” sought Jesus. That moved Jesus to 

say “The time has come” — the time he’d waited for (cf. John 7:6) to 
move to the climax of his public career. He added that when he was 
“lifted up,” he would draw all people to him. 

 READ   John 12:20-36
• Shortly after noting that the Greeks showed that his time had come, 

Jesus said, “Now I am deeply troubled” (verse 27). John didn’t tell of 
Jesus’ agony in Gethsemane, but in this passage he showed Jesus’ 
inner tension as he neared the cross. But Jesus also knew the path 
to God’s glory was through the cross, not around it. 

• When have you faced a challenge you had to go through rather 
than avoiding it? In what ways did you grow stronger in faith and 
character in the process of facing the issue head-on? 

• John closely linked the Pharisees’ ugly response to Lazarus in verse 
10, and their angry words in verse 19, with the Greeks who asked 
to see Jesus. This reminded his readers that “his own people” didn’t 
welcome Jesus, but that all who did welcome him became God’s 
children (John 1:11-12). 

• Is your spiritual life more like the Pharisees’ (settled in your ways, 
comfortable and averse to change) or like the Greeks’ (seeking 
and open)? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, you said that when you were lifted up, you would 
draw all people to you. Transform my heart by your love, and use me to 
shine your glory to all in my world. Amen. 

week five.
SUNDAY, APRIL 3   |   “Way Maker”

John 13:3-5, 34-35; John 14:1-3

SERMON NOTES:

MEMORY VERSE   Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me.   
— John 14:1

PRAY THIS WEEK   Lord Jesus, thank you for the comfort of your 
presence within us when the world hands us strife. Thank you for the 
strength and courage the Companion and Comforter brings us. We offer 
ourselves to your service, with whatever gifts you have given us. We 
are your disciples. Cleanse us from the dirt of this world and may we 
loyally draw others to your banquet. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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 daily g ps
MONDAY, APRIL 4   |   “Jesus Preached with Words, and a Towel” 
 John returned to the sad question of why many did not accept 

Jesus (cf. John 1:10-11). He echoed Isaiah 6:10, using the quotation 
to mean, not that God kept people from believing, but that their 
response to God’s light in Jesus hardened, rather than softened, 
their hearts. Jesus preached a final “summary” sermon. Then, to the 
disciples, he proclaimed his saving servant message in action as he 
did a slave’s job and washed their feet. 

 READ   John 12:37-13:11
• The Message interprets the thrust of John’s Isaiah 6:10 quotation 

well: “First they wouldn’t believe, then they couldn’t.” Those who 
refused to believe in Jesus saw the same signs as those who 
believed — some compare it to the way the same sunlight makes one 
type of clay soft, while it bakes another into bricks. 

• What helps you to keep your heart open and pliable to the signs of 
love and grace God sends your way?

• In our baptism, as in Peter’s call to be an apostle, Jesus has washed 
us. Yet day-by-day, our spirit and personality are “dragged through 
the dust,” just as the sandal-wearing disciples’ feet were. 

• In what ways do you need Jesus to “wash your feet” today? Will you 
allow him to renew and refresh your spirit? 

 PRAY   Jesus, I want to be your disciple; I want you to wash my feet 
as you did theirs. I need your cleansing and restoring today and 
every day. Amen. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 5   |   “Love’s Light on a Night of Betrayal”
 John showed that Jesus didn’t stumble into his saving death, but 

chose that course (cf. John 10:17-18), by stressing that Jesus knew 
who would betray him. The spiritual message was clear: when 
Judas left to betray Jesus, “it was night” (verse 30). But as night fell, 
Jesus gave his followers a new commandment filled with heaven’s 
light: “As I have loved you, so you must love each other. This is how 
everyone will know you are my disciples.” 

 

 READ   John 13:12-38
• The command to love one another was not new, but “as I have loved 

you” took love to a whole new level. How did Jesus’ model of love 
expand the reach of love, and deepen its intensity? Do you find this 
new commandment a bit daunting? 

• Remember: Love is a fruit of the Spirit (cf. Galatians 5:22). Spend 
time with Jesus and disregard negative inner messages. Allow 
Jesus’ love to shape your view of yourself, so that by God’s grace you 
can love the people in your life well. 

• Right after Judas left on his dark errand, Jesus, instead of lamenting 
Judas’ betrayal, said that now he had been glorified, and God had 
been glorified in him. What do those words tell you about Jesus’ 
definition of “glory”? 

• Swords don’t glorify God. Love does. Self-giving love, best of all. 
To what extent are you able to consider self-giving rather than 
self-gratification central to the “glory” you seek in life? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, teach me how to find my greatest glory in serving 
you and others in the ways you have equipped me to serve. Grow in me 
a heart that will keep seeking you day after day. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6   |   “Jesus, the Father, and the Spirit” 
 Jesus’ talk of going away puzzled the disciples, who did not yet “get” 

that he was going to the cross, rising again, and returning to God’s 
side. But he promised to return so his followers could be with him. 
He said that in him, they’d seen the Father. In a further glimpse into 
the mysteries of God, he promised not to leave them orphans, but to 
send the “paraclete” (a Greek word that meant companion, helper, 
advocate and comforter) — the Holy Spirit. 

 READ   John 14:1-31
• Reflect on verse 14: “When you ask me for anything in my name, I 

will do it.” In his Bible commentary, William Barclay wrote, “No one 
…could pray for personal revenge, for personal ambition, for some 
unworthy and unchristian object in the name of Jesus. When we pray, 
we must always ask: Can we honestly make this prayer in the name 
of Jesus?” 

• How can the promised “helper” draw us into Jesus’ life and purposes 
so that we can sense what he would have us pray for? Are you 
confident that Jesus can “deliver” when you truly pray in his name? 
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• “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to you not as the 
world gives. Don’t be troubled or afraid,” Jesus said (verse 27). When 
have you found the “peace” the world gives empty and meaningless? 

• How have you experienced the peace that Jesus’ presence brings? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, you promised, “I won’t leave you as orphans, I will 
come to you.” Thank you for being my Companion and Comforter at all 
times, even when circumstances around me seem unbearable. Amen.

THURSDAY, APRIL 7   |   “Love Each Other Just as I Have Loved You” 
 In Jesus’ day, Israelites often pictured themselves as vines in a 

vineyard God tended (cf. Psalm 80:8-18, Isaiah 5:1-7). Jesus adapted 
and expanded that image. When his followers stayed united to him 
like branches to a vine, Jesus said, they would love each other as he 
loved them. 

 READ   John 15:1-17
• You don’t have to be a great gardener to realize that any branch from 

a vine or tree that decided to “go it alone” would soon dry out and 
wither up, useful only as firewood. One key question Jesus’ image 
triggers for each of us is: What does it look like in practical, day-to-
day terms for you to “remain” in Jesus?

• In what ways do your fellow believers help keep you “in Jesus”? How 
does your private devotional life deepen your links with Jesus? 

• Jesus defined the highest form of love: “Greater love has no one than 
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (verse 13). That was 
exactly what Jesus did the next day on the cross. But what does it 
mean, again in practical, day-to-day terms, for you to love others as 
sacrificially as Jesus loved us?

• How can healthy self-care be a key part of equipping yourself to 
love sacrificially? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, keep me connected to you today and every day. Let 
me be a channel through which your divine love can flow freely to bless 
the lives of other people around me. Amen. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 8   |   “If the World Hates You”
 In time, each of the disciples (except Judas who would take his own 

life) would be arrested and tortured and all but John would be put 

to death for their faith. (John was burned with boiling oil, exiled to 
a Roman prison colony on the island of Patmos. But tradition says 
he died a natural death at a very old age.) “The world” (those who 
rejected Jesus) would hate them, but that was not cause for concern. 
They were citizens of God’s eternal kingdom. 

 READ   John 15:18-27
• The world from Jesus’ perspective was the world of Greek and 

Roman culture. It was the world in which he was born and lived, 
Galilee and Judea. It was the world of Abraham’s children, people 
who studied the Law of Moses. It was the world that thought of itself 
as God’s people. This was the world that saw the blind man healed, 
and remained blind itself. 

• Why would the world see the prince of peace as a threat, the lord of 
love as someone to hate?

• Those who follow Jesus will find themselves in a new situation, 
facing new dangers as well as opportunities. Fortunately, they are 
not there alone. The Helper (John 14:16), the Spirit of truth, will 
come and live in them. How does Jesus describe the work of the 
Holy Spirit?

 PRAY   O Holy Spirit of God, help me to know that you are near. Give me 
the courage to be the person that you call me to be, knowing that you 
will never leave me alone. Amen.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9   |   “Be Encouraged! I have Conquered the World.” 
 Jesus’ had only hours left to live, and he knew it. He had told his 

disciples that he would give his life for them and the whole world. He 
loved them, and tried to prepare them before he had to leave them. 
He knew they were about to be tested and devastated by what they 
couldn’t understand. He said, “I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 READ   John 16:1-33
• In verse 18, John tells us that Jesus’ teaching (that hardship would 

come, but wouldn’t last forever) confused the disciples. What has 
been your experience of suffering — emotional, physical or both? 
Has having a connection with Jesus made a difference in your ability 
to endure?
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• Jesus is honest about the distress we will experience in the world. 
But what a positive note he ended on: “Take heart! I have overcome 
the world.” Make a plan to memorize verse 33, so that you can 
always carry Jesus’ hope-filled promise with you into any situation. 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, thank you for promising to be with me always, 
even during the hard times. Thank you for the hope and courage that 
come from knowing you have conquered the world. Help me to live in 
this truth. Amen.

week six.
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 10   |   “Redeemer”

John 18:1-7; 19:16-20-20

SERMON NOTES:

MEMORY VERSE   I’ve made your name known to them and will 
continue to make it known so that your love for me will be in them, 
and I myself will be in them.  — John 17:26

PRAY THIS WEEK   O God, we thank you for eternal life, for defeating evil 
and death. We recommit ourselves to our King, Jesus Christ. We thank 
you that you were willing to suffer and die for us; we are sorry for the 
times we have denied you for fear of ridicule or rejection. Lord, make 
us living, breathing answers to your prayer. We open ourselves to the 
power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.

 

daily g ps
MONDAY, APRIL 11   |   “Jesus’ Prayer for His Followers” 
 This is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus. “Father, the hour has 

come,” Jesus prayed. His teaching and healing ministry was over; 
the cross was just ahead. His prayer, as John recorded it, focused 
not on his own well-being but on his followers. He asked God to 
guard the disciples as they faced a hostile world. He also asked God 
to empower “those who believe in me through their message” — i.e. 
Christians through the ages, including us — to live united in love. 

 READ   John 17:1-26
• Jesus told God, “I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the 

work you gave me to do” (verse 4). In his commentary, William 
Barclay wrote, “Jesus came into this world to tell…about God’s love 
and to show it to them. …By going to the Cross, Jesus showed that 
there was nothing the love of God was not prepared to do and suffer 
for men, that there was literally no limit to it.” 

• Do you think any part of your life is somehow beyond the reach of 
God’s love? If so, accept and apply Jesus’ finished work to that 
area today. 

• Jesus prayed that all of his followers, including us, “are one — I in 
them and you in me” (verse 21). In what ways have Christians lived 
out what Jesus prayed for? In what ways have we failed to live it out? 

• What would it look like, in practical, everyday terms, for you to live in 
unity with others who follow Jesus, even when you don’t agree with 
them on every aspect of doctrine or church practice? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, I want to be a living, breathing answer to your 
prayer. I open my life to the work of your Holy Spirit. Guide me as I seek 
to share your love and grace with everyone I meet. Amen. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 12   |   “Peter’s Courage and Peter’s Denial” 
 The authorities arrested Jesus, and his rigged trial began. Peter, who 

said, “I’ll give up my life for you” (John 13:37), bravely drew his sword 
to defend Jesus. But living for Jesus proved harder. Questioned by 
potentially hostile people, he three times denied that he knew Jesus 
— just as Jesus had warned him he would (cf. John 13:38). 
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 READ   John 18:1-27
• As we’ve read John’s Gospel, we’ve studied Jesus’ “I Am” statements 

(claiming God’s name from Exodus 3:14). Facing armed soldiers 
seeking “Jesus of Nazareth,” Jesus again said, “I Am.” Conversely, 
asked if he was a disciple of Jesus, Peter said, “I’m not” (verses 17 
and 25). Who are you — how do you self-identify in relation to Jesus? 

• How can you allow God to empower you to live beyond the fear that 
paralyzed Peter? 

• The soldiers took Jesus, not to a public court, but to the powerful 
high priest’s lavish home. Peter, a simple fisherman from Galilee, 
probably found just the physical setting overpowering. What things 
intimidate you or cause you fear? 

• In what ways are you building a stronger sense of your true identity 
in the light of Jesus’ lordship? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, I don’t like looking odd, facing ridicule, or taking 
an ethical stand alone. Keep me connected to your presence today, so 
that when I’m called to take an uncomfortable stand, I can draw on 
your strength. Amen. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13   |   “My Kingdom Doesn’t Originate from
                                        this World” 
 The Jewish leaders, wanting to stay ritually “clean” while seeking 

Jesus’ death, took him to Pilate, the Roman procurator. Jesus told 
Pilate that his kingdom was not of this world. Pilate tried to find a 
politically palatable way to free a clearly innocent man. The religious 
leaders insisted — “we have a Law, and according to this Law he 
ought to die because he made himself out to be God’s Son.” Locked in 
their earthbound outlook, most of them never thought seriously that 
his claim might be credible. 

 READ   John 18:28-19:7
• Jesus answered Pilate in unique fashion: “My kingdom is not of this 

world…the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify 
to the truth.” C.S. Lewis wrote that a person who made such claims 
falsely “would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a 
lunatic — on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg — 
or else he would be the Devil of Hell.” Pilate focused on his earthly 
business; the religious leaders reviled Jesus for blasphemy. How does 

your heart respond to Jesus’ claims: lunatic, liar, or Lord and God? 
• “When Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe, Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man’” (John 19:5). How does 
seeing the man Jesus in this way, mocked and in pain, help you 
reshape how you see yourself at times when you are suffering 
relational or physical pain? 

 PRAY   Loving Lord, Pilate said “Here’s the man,” and the religious 
leaders snarled “Crucify him.” You’re still here, and I want to recognize 
and respond positively to you. Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. Amen.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 14   |   “Here’s Your King”…“Crucify Him!” 
 Jesus’ mockery of a trial was almost over. He had already 

suffered incredibly, flogged and abused by the Roman soldiers 
(cf. John 19:1-5). But the Jewish leaders wanted more. Pilate asked, 
“Shall I crucify your king?” Betraying not just their nation but their 
God, they said, “We have no king but Caesar.” Pilate sentenced Jesus 
to be crucified. God in the flesh, without sin or fault, was condemned 
to die a brutal death. 

 READ   John 19:8-16
• Jesus’ defense during his “trial” was not to worriedly answer 

charges, but to assertively choose to let events play out. He trusted 
that whatever verdict earthly powers reached, God’s plan and 
purpose for his life would prevail. How do you react when 
wrongly accused? 

• Are you daily attuning your mind and heart to Jesus’ voice, so that 
you will have a strong inner sense of how he wishes you to respond 
(cf. Luke 12:11-12)? 

• Religious leaders, afraid of Jesus opposing their status and system, 
shouting, “Crucify him!” Pontius Pilate, Roman governor, seeing 
Jesus’ innocence yet lacking the moral courage to do justice because 
of political pressure. And Jesus in the midst of it all.

• What would it look like for us to fully side with Jesus — silent in the 
middle, continuing to reflect the love of God into his muddled and 
tragic world — as opposed to the political maneuverings of those like 
Pilate and the chief priests in our world?

 WORSHIP   Maundy Thursday worship at 7 pm
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 PRAY   Lord Jesus, my heart breaks when I think about the injustice 
of your trial and the suffering you endured. Thank you for bearing it all 
for me. Amen.

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 15   |   “‘It is Completed’…He Gave Up His Life” 
 With Jesus on the cross, Roman soldiers gambled for his clothes 

(cf. Psalm 22:18). To them, crucifying criminals was routine. Jesus 
entrusted his mother to the care of “the disciple whom he loved.” 
He, the source of “living water” (cf. John 4:14) said he thirsted. 
John underlined Jesus’ identity as “our Passover lamb” 
(cf. 2 Corinthians 5:7) by specifying a hyssop branch 
(cf. Exodus 12:22). Then Jesus said, “It is finished” and died. At 
infinite cost, God’s great saving work for humanity was completed. 

 READ   John 19:17-30
• The sign on Jesus’ cross read “Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the 

Jews.” Indecisive in executing a guiltless man, Pilate now took a 
firm stand about the sign’s wording. But John saw more — written 
in Latin, Greek and Aramaic, the sign proclaimed Jesus as king in 
the three great languages of the ancient world. What kind of a king 
reigns from a cross? 

• What has to happen in your heart to allow you to serve that kind 
of king? 

• We call this day “Good Friday” — not because humans crucifying 
Jesus was in any way “good,” but because God’s transforming love 
brought eternal good out of that awful act. Let focused time with God 
make this a truly good Friday for you.

 WORSHIP   Good Friday worship at 7:30 pm

 PRAY   Loving Lord, on this Good Friday, I bow at the foot of your 
cross, and I commit myself anew to Jesus of Nazareth, the king of 
my life. Amen.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16   |   “In the Garden was a New Tomb” 
 In the creation story from Genesis 2, human life began in a garden. 

In John 18:1, John alluded to Genesis by saying Jesus went into a 
garden. (People often speak of the Garden of Gethsemane, but none 
of the other three Gospels used the word “garden.”) After Jesus’ 

death, John recorded that two secret, wealthy followers of Jesus 
provided for his burial. Again he noted that there was a garden 
where Jesus’ body was laid to rest. Jesus’ post-resurrection life 
would begin in a garden — this would be humanity made new, 
creation set right. 

 READ   John 19:31-42
• Note how final Jesus’ burial felt. No one said, “Let’s save the spices 

— he’ll be alive again on Sunday.” To Jesus’ followers it felt as though 
evil won, good lost, and death (as always) triumphed over life. What 
have been your darkest times or moments when hope seemed gone 
and despair held you in its grip? 

• Are you facing an awful situation or problems that seem insolvable 
right now? 

• On this Saturday, join Jesus’ first followers in feeling deeply how 
dark this world can be. But do so in the trust that, in God’s world, 
despair and darkness NEVER have the last word. Tomorrow is Easter. 

 PRAY   O God, for light in the darkness, for hope in the face of despair, 
for eternal life now and beyond death, I thank you and praise you. 
Create your new life in me. Amen.

week seven.
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 17   |   “Promise Keeper”

John 19:41-20:1, 19-22

SERMON NOTES:

MEMORY VERSE   Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? 
Happy are those who don’t see and yet believe.”  — John 20:29

PRAY THIS WEEK   Dear God, thank you for John, for the gifts you 
bestowed upon him and for your inspiration that enabled him to write 
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this gospel. Gift us and inspire us to do your work, no matter how 
humble, on this earth. May our work glorify you, Heavenly Father, and 
by glorifying you, bring others to your side. May we, like Mary, share 
the good news of a risen Lord. In your name we pray, Amen.

 

daily g ps
MONDAY, APRIL 18   |   “Believed…but Didn’t Yet Understand” 
 Early Sunday, Mary, Peter and “the disciple whom Jesus loved” found 

the tomb empty. Had the authorities taken Jesus’ body? Had grave 
robbers been there? The two disciples saw an unexpected sight. The 
cloth that had been around Jesus’ head was separate from the linen, 
which could be an indication of neatness, or that it was still rolled the 
way it had been when it was wrapped around Jesus’ head — that his 
body had risen straight out of the wrappings and cloth. “The other 
disciple…saw and believed” — even without fully understanding. 

 READ   John 20:1-10
• Mary went to the tomb “while it was still dark.” She didn’t expect 

to find Jesus alive, but out of love and devotion she was eager to care 
for his body as soon as possible. (The Jewish laws that Jesus had 
challenged forbid such things on the Sabbath.) How can you nurture 
a desire to go to Jesus first, even in times of discouragement 
and darkness? 

• When Jesus raised Lazarus, “The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go’” 
(John 11:44). Jesus didn’t need anyone to unwrap him. His 
undisturbed grave clothes were one sign that his resurrection was 
qualitatively different, the creation of a new plane of human life. Has 
your walk with God ever confronted you with something that didn’t fit 
your previous ideas about how life works? 

• How do you remain open to see “and believe”? 

 PRAY   Lord God, your creative power didn’t just work once, eons ago. 
It’s always at work in my life and in the world around me. Keep my 
mind open and willing to believe in all you want to do in my life. Amen.

TUESDAY, APRIL 19   |   “Mary’s Pained Perplexity” 
 In John’s Gospel, as we’ve learned, the details almost always matter. 

So he described Mary seeing angels in the tomb in a way that evoked 
the “mercy seat,” the Ark of the Covenant’s cover (cf. Exodus 25:17-20 
for a description of the cover). John wanted his readers to realize  
that Jesus was the true center where God’s mercy always meets 
human sadness and need. 

 READ   John 20:11-13
• Mary thought she was going to the tomb to finish preparing Jesus’ 

body for burial. Why not weep? Expressing grief over a loss is 
healthy. Yet two angels (“in white,” not the color of sorrow) asked 
her, “Why are you crying?” Has God ever helped you see a painful or 
negative experience in a different light? 

• What are you facing now that needs the touch of God’s life and hope? 
• It seemed to Mary that there was only one likely explanation for the 

empty tomb: “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where 
they’ve put him.” Have you ever faced a situation in which “they” 
(whether “they” were faceless and nameless, or very well known) 
have spoiled something you care about deeply? 

• What helps you lift your focus from what “they” may have done to the 
living Lord of your life, letting him help you re-frame the situation? 

 PRAY   Living Lord, keep making me a new creation, one whose God-
given sense of self doesn’t let what “they” do and say hurt me so 
readily. Give me eyes to see people, situations and myself in the light of 
your eternal love. Amen. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20   |   “I’ve Seen the Lord” 
 Mary thought Jesus was “the gardener.” In symbol, he was — Adam 

failed, but Jesus would tend earth’s “garden” well (cf. Genesis 2:15, 
Romans 5:15-21). Mary didn’t recognize Jesus (maybe she was 
blinded by her tears), but it seems his voice, the way he said her 
name, was unmistakable. (Remember John 10 where Jesus said the 
sheep recognize the shepherd’s voice.) Then Jesus sent Mary to be 
the very first eyewitness to the risen Christ. 

 READ   John 20:14-18
• At the sound of Jesus’ voice, Mary moved in a flash from utter 

despair to unbelievable joy. How can you more and more come to 
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know the “sound” of Jesus’ voice? 
• What steps will help you keep your relationship with Jesus 

personal, a link between your heart and his, rather than just an 
academic exercise? 

• In his Bible commentary, N.T. Wright said, “If someone in the first 
century had wanted to invent a convincing story about people seeing 
Jesus, they wouldn’t have dreamed of giving the star part to a 
woman. Let alone Mary Magdalene.” What does Jesus’ trust in Mary 
to share the good news of Easter tell you about how Jesus saw the 
value of both women and men in his new creation? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, in the beginning you created. Then, when everything 
went wrong, you came and launched a new creation. I want to be 
part of your new creation, to join Mary in sharing the news of a 
risen Lord. Amen.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21   |   “Peace — and a Purpose — for Frightened
                                                Disciples”
 Everything the disciples thought they understood about Jesus’ 

mission seemed lost. Their leader and would-be Messiah was dead. 
Now Jesus’ body was missing. The disciples were in hiding, afraid 
the Jewish authorities would come after them next. But no one 
had stolen Jesus’ body, and he was still their Messiah, in ways that 
surpassed their wildest dreams. “Jesus…stood among them” and 
gave them his peace, his purpose (“As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you”), and his power (“Receive the Holy Spirit”). 

 READ   John 20:19-23
• John kept including clues to remind his readers of the creation 

stories in Genesis 1-3. After Jesus commissioned the disciples in 
verse 21, “he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” — 
a clear echo of Genesis 2:7. How has Jesus breathed new hope and 
purpose — new life — into you? 

• In what ways can you tangibly bring peace and wholeness to those 
around you today? 

• Have you ever been “commissioned” to do something you felt 
inadequate to do? Jesus told the disciples, “If you forgive the sins 
of anyone, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are 
not forgiven.” Wait — isn’t that God’s job? The answer is yes — and 
God has “breathed” the Holy Spirit into us, and will do his work 

through us. How can you participate in Jesus’ work of extending 
God’s forgiveness to others, while warning them that sin is a serious, 
deadly disease? 

 
 PRAY   Lord God, thank you for defeating death through Jesus’ 

resurrection. Help me to embrace your peace and purpose, and to trust 
the Holy Spirit as my power source as I shine your light in the dark 
world around me. Amen. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 22   |   “Thomas: from ‘Unless…I won’t Believe’ to
                                         ‘My Lord!’” 
 For unknown reasons, Thomas missed Jesus’ first appearance to 

the disciples. He refused to take their word for the remarkable claim 
that Jesus was alive. But Jesus was patient with Thomas’ fears and 
questions. He came again when Thomas was present, and said “Put 
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 
my side.” As with Mary in the garden, the presence of his clearly-
alive Lord overcame all Thomas’ doubt. He worshipped, calling Jesus 
“my Lord and my God.” 

 READ   John 20:24-28
• John began with the words, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). At the end, 
Thomas becomes the first person in the entire gospel to fully get 
that, to look at Jesus and address him directly as “God.” Will you join 
him in bowing before Jesus and saying “My Lord and my God”? 

• The risen Christ was different — he could walk through locked 
doors, for example (verse 26). But he was not a ghost or an imposter 
— that was the point of “Reach out your hand and put it into my 
side.” This was physically him, Jesus, the body the grave clothes 
could not contain. The Word who became flesh (John 1:14) arose 
as flesh still, but with what Paul would call a “spiritual body” 
(1 Corinthians 15:42-47). 

• In what ways can knowing a bit about how Christ was raised “flesh 
out” your hope and expectation for life with him eternally? 

 PRAY   Lord Jesus, you are my Lord and my God. You are my Creator 
and my Redeemer. Because you live, I too will live forever. I thank you 
and I praise you today. Amen. 
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Saturday, April 23   |   “So that You will Believe…and Have Life” 
 Because this gospel was written as the generation of the apostles 

was dying out, Thomas’ experience took on special significance. 
If people weren’t willing to trust the testimony of those who’d seen 
Jesus, the faith would soon die out. Jesus said, “Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet believe.” We don’t see Jesus as the 
apostles did. An eyewitness wrote this gospel, however, so that we 
may believe as they did, and have eternal life. 

 READ   John 20:29-31
• This was almost certainly the fourth Gospel’s original ending. 

(Chapter 21 reads like a sequel added later, for a special purpose.) 
John made no claim to being an exhaustive biography of Jesus, 
written for any abstract, academic purpose. No — “these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that believing, you may have life in his name.” 

• William Barclay wrote, “We must read [the Gospels], not primarily as 
historians seeking information, but as men and women seeking God.” 
In what ways have you come to know God better as you’ve read the 
Gospel of John? 

• How can you more fully share the bread of life, the living water, 
because of this journey with Jesus?

 PRAY   Dear God, I thank you that John used his gift as a story-teller, 
his consummate writing artistry, to bear witness to Jesus, the 
Messiah. Guide me as I use whatever gifts I have to bear witness to 
my Savior. Amen.

notes.
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