
Grow, Pray, Study for Week of August 13, 2017 
 
Weekly Prayer: O God, Creator of All, when we are dry and scattered, when we 
are divided and alone, we long for community. We seek your presence to guide 
us and uphold us. Spirit of God, breathe compassion into your world through us 
to cross any barriers that would keep us from your people, and fill the earth with 
justice and joy. Amen. 
 
Monday, August 14 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year of King Uzziah's death, I saw the Lord sitting on a high and exalted 
throne, the edges of his robe filling the temple. Winged creatures were stationed 
around him. Each had six wings: with two they veiled their faces, with two their 
feet, and with two they flew about. They shouted to each other, saying: "Holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD of heavenly forces! All the earth is filled with God's glory!" 
The doorframe shook at the sound of their shouting, and the house was filled 
with smoke. I said, "Mourn for me; I'm ruined! I'm a man with unclean lips, and I 
live among a people with unclean lips. Yet I've seen the king, the LORD of 
heavenly forces!" Then one of the winged creatures flew to me, holding a glowing 
coal that he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth and said, 
"See, this has touched your lips. Your guilt has departed, and your sin is 
removed." Then I heard the Lord's voice saying, "Whom should I send, and who 
will go for us?" I said, "I'm here; send me." 
 
Observation: The prophet Isaiah had an awesome vision of a realm different 
from our everyday earthly sphere, yet interacting with it. He glimpsed a realm 
filled with God’s glowing, forgiving glory, which cleansed his flawed life by God’s 
power. That wasn’t just for Isaiah’s private spiritual benefit. God had a mission in 
mind, and asked, “Whom should I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah 
answered, “I’m here; send me.”  
 
Application: There was an irony in Isaiah’s vision. In verse 3, he reported 
hearing the host of heaven crying out, “All the earth is filled with God’s glory!” But 
in verse 7, he heard God’s voice asking who would go tell the news. Apparently, 
not “all the earth” knew it was filled with God’s glory, and God needed emissaries 
to share that great news. Is God still asking, “Whom should I send?” How are you 
responding?  
 
Prayer: Lord God, in the morning when I rise, remind me that all the earth is filled 
with your glory. Give me a heart that every morning bows before you and says, 
“I’m here; send me today.” Amen.  
 



Tuesday, August 15 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4 
The LORD God's spirit is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me. He has 
sent me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim release for captives, and liberation for prisoners, to proclaim the year of 
the LORD's favor and a day of vindication for our God, to comfort all who mourn, 
to provide for Zion's mourners, to give them a crown in place of ashes, oil of joy 
in place of mourning, a mantle of praise in place of discouragement. They will be 
called Oaks of Righteousness, planted by the LORD to glorify himself. They will 
rebuild the ancient ruins; they will restore formerly deserted places; they will 
renew ruined cities, places deserted in generations past. 
 
Observation: The prophet Isaiah wrote of a Messiah whose mission was to bring 
good news of renewal and release to people hurting materially or spiritually. He 
said those who let the Messiah heal and restore them would be called “Oaks of 
Righteousness,” and join God’s mission to make our broken world new. Jesus 
said Isaiah 61 defined his mission as the Messiah, saying, “Today, this scripture 
has been fulfilled just as you heard it” (Luke 4:21). It’s been said that Christians 
are to be “little Christs,” so Jesus’ mission is our mission, too. 
 
Application: God, the one who calls us to become Oaks of Righteousness and 
join in the divine mission, has already defined the essentials of our mission. 
However, as with God’s people through the ages, there is a place in God’s 
mission for your individual gifts, strengths and dreams. Have you identified the 
purpose to which God has called you? How could you make a difference, have 
an impact, and fulfill your God-designed purpose? Consider attending our 
LAUNCH training on Saturday morning, August 26.  
 
Prayer: Lord, use me in your mission to invite the world to Your Kingdom. Thank 
you for your guidance through the Holy Spirit in my life. Transform me to be more 
like Your Son. Amen.  
 
Wednesday, August 16 
 
Scripture: Matthew 22:36-40 
"Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?" He replied, "You must 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your 
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You 
must love your neighbor as you love yourself. All the Law and the Prophets 
depend on these two commands." 
 



Observation: Religious leaders of Jesus’ day questioned him and tried to trap 
him into saying something wrong. A Pharisee asked a seemingly impossible 
question: “Which commandment is the greatest?” Jesus’ answer was succinct, 
yet powerful: the greatest commandment is to love God and love others. Loving 
God and loving others is the basis for all other commandments. Some have 
suggested that Jesus' response is “the Jesus Creed.”  
 
Application: Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:5, which Jews called the Shema, the 
basic and essential creed of Judaism. It means that to God we must give a total 
love, a love which dominates our emotions, directs our thoughts, and is the 
dynamic of our actions. How does loving God with “a total love” shape your life’s 
purpose and direction? Consider memorizing the Jesus Creed (Matthew 22:37-
39), post it where you see it often, and repeat it every day.  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you loved God and others with your whole self, and you call 
me to do the same. Thank you for giving me an example to follow. Grow in me 
the ability and desire to love and serve you and others. Amen.  
 
Thursday, August 17 
 
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus told them 
to go. When they saw him, they worshipped him, but some doubted. Jesus came 
near and spoke to them, "I've received all authority in heaven and on earth 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey 
everything that I've commanded you. Look, I myself will be with you every day 
until the end of this present age." 
 
Observation: Being with the risen Jesus gave his disciples a graphic, gripping 
sense of how our everyday world is “filled with God’s glory” (Isaiah 6:3). In the 
early Christians’ time, many Gnostic cults claimed to possess a secret wisdom. 
But Jesus’ final “marching orders” to his followers were not to keep his wisdom 
secret, but to live lives that invite people to be disciples, to baptize them and to 
teach them. That still defines our mission as Christ’s followers today.  
 
Application: Imagine you are one of the disciples, and Jesus told you to go 
make disciples of all people. Pretty overwhelming? Yes, except for Jesus’ 
promise: They were sent out—as we are—on the greatest task in history, and 
with them there was the greatest presence in the world. What helps you to 
remember, and live into, Jesus’ promise that “I myself will be with you every 
day”? How can Jesus’ presence with you help you to love others naturally and 
winningly?  



 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I need you with me today, in every task and every challenge 
that awaits me. Thank you for your promised presence. May every person I meet 
be a possible friend who with me can “grow up” into a citizen of your kingdom. 
Amen.  
 
Friday, August 18 
 
Scripture: Matthew 16:13-18 
Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
"Who do people say the Human One is?" They replied, "Some say John the 
Baptist, others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the other prophets." He 
said, "And what about you? Who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter said, "You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Then Jesus replied, "Happy are you, 
Simon son of Jonah, because no human has shown this to you. Rather my 
Father who is in heaven has shown you. I tell you that you are Peter. And I'll build 
my church on this rock. The gates of the underworld won't be able to stand 
against it. 
 
Observation: Jesus, even with a relatively small group of followers and facing 
deadly hostility from his country’s power structure, thought in terms of triumph. 
He pictured death itself as a fortress defending its power over humanity, 
speaking of the “gates of the underworld” (Hades: realm of the dead). But even 
those gates, he said, cannot resist his kingdom’s life-giving power to set people 
free. He was certain his mission would prevail.  
 
Application: In his commentary on this passage, N. T. Wright observed, “Jesus 
isn’t going to build an actual city, or an actual Temple. He is going to build a 
community, consisting of all those who give allegiance to him as God’s anointed 
king.” In what ways are you helping to make your place of worship a true 
community, not just a sanctuary where isolated people watch a performance? 
  
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you walked boldly into the very jaws of death, and then 
emerged alive and victorious. Give me the courage and the faith to live as a 
member of your cosmic “winning team.” Amen.  
 
Saturday, August 19 
 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:16-20 
So then, from this point on we won't recognize people by human standards. Even 
though we used to know Christ by human standards, that isn't how we know him 
now. So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation. The 
old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived! All of these new 



things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and who gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation. In other words, God was reconciling the world to 
himself through Christ, by not counting people's sins against them. He has 
trusted us with this message of reconciliation. So we are ambassadors who 
represent Christ. God is negotiating with you through us. We beg you as Christ's 
representatives, "Be reconciled to God!" 
 
Observation: The apostle Paul expressed a big idea to the Christians in Corinth. 
“If anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the NEW CREATION,” he wrote. 
Paul knew God had not yet remade the world, that Christians await the ultimate 
act of new creation with hope (Romans 8:18-25). Yet God’s people, he said, can 
already live the life of that new creation in the Creator’s love and restoring grace. 
And God has chosen to make us ambassadors of the new creation, entrusting us 
with the honor of carrying out God’s mission to reconcile and restore all who will 
accept God.  
 
Application: Paul wrote to his Corinthian converts that “we won’t recognize 
people by human standards.” What are some “human standards” that get people 
accepted and honored in the world we live in? How can relating by God’s 
standards make it easier to befriend others, so that you can be an ambassador 
living out the invitation to “become friends with God; he’s already a friend with 
you” (2 Corinthians 5:20, The Message)?  
 
Prayer: Lord God, day by day you are making me new, a citizen of your new 
creation. Let your light, your love and your life flow through me to invite others, 
too, to join in this joyous journey into newness of life in you. Amen. 


