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Come to the Garden: 5. Garden of Redemption 
John 19:41-42 
March 25, 2018 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
[bumper] Before there were customer loyalty apps, frequent flier miles, or punch cards to buy 9 
so you can get the 10th one free, there were green stamps and gold bond stamps. [slide] We 
had two grocery stores in our small town –one gave out gold bond stamps and the other green 
stamps. [camera] We shopped Red Owl and with every purchase we received green stamps 
determined by the amount we had spent. When we got home, we pasted the stamps in books, 
and when enough books were filled, we drove to Mankato to the green stamp redemption 
center. We entered with stamps that had no value outside the redemption center and we walked 
out with stuff of real value – for us it was camping equipment. I mentioned this a couple years 
ago and someone told me you can still redeem green stamps. The redemption centers are gone 
but you can redeem the stamps online. The original redemption center had nothing to do with 
stamps, but human lives. The word, redemption, means restoring or saving or getting back. 
John’s gospel tells us something happened 2000 years ago in a garden that continues to 
redeem lives that have been lost.  
 
Over the past five weeks, we have focused on the garden stories of the Bible. The overarching 
message of Scripture is captured in three gardens. There is the Garden of Eden which was the 
garden paradise that God created, but then Adam and Eve take the fruit from the one thing in 
that garden God says is forbidden. But the story is really about us. We listen to the serpent’s 
whisper, we reach for what is forbidden, and as a result, what God intends for us is lost. We 
bring pain into our lives and the lives of others. Every day in the news, we hear these stories of 
pain, violence, brokenness. But it’s not just in the news; we experience this in our own lives. 
And not because we’ve done something illegal or immoral. A year ago, I had a health scare. 
Physically, something wasn’t right so I finally listened to Amanda and made an appointment at 
the Mayo Clinic. The results from the initial test looked grim and it suddenly motivated me to get 
my act together – the big three: diet, exercise, and sleep. But then further testing indicated 
everything was okay. It seems my efforts at diet, exercise, and sleep had even improved my 
health. But what happened? It takes time to prepare the right food. It takes time to exercise. It 
takes time to get 8 hours of sleep, and I had other things I wanted to do with that time. And so, 
those initial symptoms from a year ago began to return. The cycle was starting all over again. 
And one’s health is not really about one person. We’ve all experienced how someone else’s 
health or unwillingness to address their own health issues impacts everyone else around them. 
God gives the gift of life, but what do we do with the gift that God intends? We listen to the 
serpent’s whisper – do whatever you want – God would not have made it if you weren’t 
supposed to have it. We do what we want – and paradise is lost. But by the end of the Bible, 
Revelation chapters 21-22 tell us that one day the garden paradise is restored, and the leaves 
from the tree that was forbidden for Adam and Eve is what makes the healing of the nations 
possible. Between these two gardens, John’s gospel tells us there was a garden where Jesus 
was crucified, buried, and raised to new life. It’s the garden of redemption. And what is 
redemption? Restoring, saving, getting back. 
 
Today, I want to invite you to come to the Garden of Redemption where Jesus will suffer and die 
on the cross. In the cross, Jesus is turning around history. It is the climax of human evil where 
the Son of God is crucified so that we might return to Eden and restore paradise. Only John’s 
gospel tells us this took place in a garden. [slide] At the place where Jesus was crucified, 
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 
Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid 
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Jesus there. [camera] Matthew, Mark, and Luke give us the story of who Jesus is, but the by 
the time John writes his gospel, he’s reflected on the life of Jesus for decades. He wants us to 
understand what Jesus was doing. He starts his gospel with words that a Jewish audience 
would recognize: “In the beginning…” He takes us back to the opening words of Genesis – to 
the creation of the garden paradise, and tells us that Jesus was there. He connects the garden 
of Eden to this garden of redemption where Jesus is crucified and buried. John connects what 
was broken and what’s wrong with us to what Jesus was doing in the garden. Paul writes this in 
Romans 5: [slide] For just as through the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the many 
were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man (Jesus) the many will 
be made righteous. [camera] Redemption: restoring, saving, getting back. 
 
What does the cross really mean? Maybe you’ve heard or you’ve even explained it this way: 
Jesus died for me and for my sins. But what does that mean? And how does what happened 
2000 years ago have anything to do with us today? Jesus never explains what his death means. 
He tells his disciples that it will happen, but he never sits them down and says, “this is how my 
dying will save you from you sins in the future.” The writers of the New Testament didn’t have it 
all worked out either. They describe various ways of talking about what happened on the cross. 
We are not given one clear, simple understanding of how Jesus’ death impacts us. The earliest 
Christians focused on the resurrection as the defining moment for their lives. They didn’t dwell 
on how it worked, but simply accepted that it happened.  
 
When we look at the cross, we are reminded that God became human flesh and walked among 
us and this is what humans did to him. When Jesus is put on trial, it is really the trial of 
humanity. His indictment is the indictment of humanity. God came to the religious leaders, the 
one group of people who should have understood, and they can’t see because they are focused 
on the rules and Jesus doesn’t fit their interpretation of the rules and so finally they shout, 
“Crucify him!” That’s what the people shout who should have known better. Then Jesus is 
brought before the Roman officials and their laws of justice and Pontius Pilate says, “I see no 
reason to put this man to death.” But the religious leaders say, “if you don’t, you are no friend of 
Caesar.” So Pilate washes his hands of the whole thing. “Torture him and kill him if you must.” 
Two groups: the religious and political power. Who’s on trial? Not Jesus but humanity. There is 
something broken. We want the one thing we can’t have and so we kill. The cross is a message 
to us. There is something wrong. Something in us is broken that we cannot fix. We try or we try 
to cover it up, but still the brokenness eats away at us. We carry a guilty within us. We need 
forgiveness that we cannot give ourselves – but the gift of forgiveness is not ours to give. We 
cannot forgive ourselves until we accept that we have been forgiven. 
 
I’ve told you before about a man tormented by the acts of war. He had carried out acts that were 
justified by this nation that sent him into battle. He knew that everything he did was for a greater 
good, and yet he was haunted at night by the eyes of those whose lives he had taken. And 
instead of sleep, he would walk the streets at night to keep from falling asleep and seeing their 
eyes again. Finally he came here. And we eventually came to this fountain filled with water that 
could do for him what he could not do for himself. As I poured the water on his head, he was 
washed clean inside. God did for him what he could not do for himself. Over my years of 
ministry, people have told me about burdens they have carried for decades, and we’ve prayed 
together and talked about what God can do. “In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and 
set free.” Those are not simply words, but it’s what Jesus does. From the cross, Jesus says, 
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” He’s saying I know the worst things about 
you. I know what you’ve thought and said and did, and I carry it with me to the cross so you can 
be free. 
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Tony Campolo says: As Jesus hung on the cross, he could look down 2000 years in the future 
and he saw you. He saw you and all that you’ve done that no one else will ever know. The guilt 
and shame inside that no one knows. And Jesus says, Father, forgive her, forgive him, forgive 
them for they know not what they do. 
 
Harry Reems was a porn star in the 1970s and he made millions. But in the midst of it all, he 
was so broken that he became an alcoholic and then addicted to cocaine. There was mental 
illness and financial distress, taxes unpaid and time in jail. And in 1989 he ends up in Park City, 
Utah, arrested for public drunkenness. The arresting officer says, you need help and gives him 
an opportunity to attend an AA group that is meeting in the basement of a Methodist church. 
Unable to manage his own life, he gave it to a higher power. Then one day, he wonders what 
happens upstairs in the sanctuary and he meets the pastor, starts attending worship, he’s given 
a Bible and starts reading it. And one day he decides, I want to follow Jesus. He’s baptized in a 
creek that flows behind the church. He feels like his sins have been washed away and realizes 
all the stuff from his past was nailed to the cross and he doesn’t have to be defined by his past. 
He can be a new person, a second chance. Christ bore what he could not bear. And he devotes 
the rest of his life to starting dozens of AA groups and providing leadership in the church. He 
died recently, and his pastor was writing about this and he said, Harry’s life message was this:“If 
God can change someone like me, what can he do with your life?” Redemption: restoring, 
saving, getting your life back. 
 
Some people want an analytical way of looking at the cross: [slide] x is the sins of the world, y is 
the righteousness of Jesus, and that equals forgiveness. [camera] But the cross is something 
greater than that. It’s something personal and real. During our Ash Wednesday worship, we had 
an opportunity to write a sin on a piece of paper – something we were ready to release – and 
then tack that piece of paper to a cross. And the cross reminds me that God does for me what 
on my own I cannot do for myself. John 3:16 [slide] For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
[camera] Why does God give his Son – because God loves the world. The cross reminds us 
that we have worth and value. What parents hasn’t thought I would give my life for my child. 
God actually did this. Paul writes this in Romans: [slide] Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. [camera]  
 
I’ve shared before about Brennan Manning, author of a number of books, including Ragamuffin 
Gospel. He was born Richard Manning and served during the Korean War. He befriended a 
fellow soldier named Ray Brennan. Their assignment was to advance from one line of bunkers 
and move forward into enemy territory. One day, Richard was in a bunker with Ray. They were 
passing a chocolate bar back and forth. Ray took the last bite when a grenade lobbed by an 
undetected North Korean landed in the center of the bunker. Ray was the first to spot it. He 
tossed aside the wrapper of the chocolate bar and fell on the grenade. It detonated immediately, 
his body absorbing the blast. Richard said, “I was completely unharmed and untouched. Ray 
looked up at me. He winked and rolled over and died.” When Richard Manning came home, he 
kept thinking about how he could reconcile that fact that he was alive because of Ray’s act, and 
he legally changed his name to Brennan Manning in honor of his friend so that every day when 
someone called his name he would remember he was bought with a price. And I think that’s 
how we are meant to look at the cross. There in the Garden of Redemption: restoring, saving, 
getting life back. Jesus died. Jesus gave his life. I am forgiven and set free.  
 
[cross is carried to the front]  
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I see the cross, and I see a God who loves me in spite of everything. And in his mercy, God 
forgives and calls me to live differently.  
 
Let’s pray: [camera on cross]  
 
Grow, Pray, Study for Week of March 25, 2018 
 
Weekly Prayer: We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed the 
world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let the palm branches that were waved on Sunday be 
signs of his victory, and grant that we who carry them will bravely follow him in the way of the 
cross. Amen. 
 
Monday, March 26 
 
Scripture: John 12:12-19 
The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him. They shouted, "Hosanna! 
Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessings on the king of Israel!" 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, Don't be afraid, Daughter Zion. 
Look! Your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt. His disciples didn't understand these 
things at first. After he was glorified, they remembered that these things had been written about 
him and that they had done these things to him. The crowd who had been with him when he 
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead were testifying about him. That's 
why the crowd came to meet him, because they had heard about this miraculous sign that he 
had done. Therefore, the Pharisees said to each other, "See! You've accomplished nothing! 
Look! The whole world is following him!" 
 
Observation: History says two processions likely entered Jerusalem the Sunday before 
Passover. Roman procurator Pontius Pilate lived in Caesarea, west of Jerusalem. Before 
Passover every year, riding a war horse, he led a parade of Roman soldiers into Jerusalem to 
show Jewish pilgrims that Rome was in command. Jesus rode into Jerusalem from the east, 
over the Mount of Olives, praised as “the king of Israel” by a crowd of his followers. His ride 
used symbols from Israel’s royal history (1 Kings 1:38-40, Psalm 118:19-29) and from a Hebrew 
prophet (Zechariah 9:9-17). 
 
Application: Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem brought the religious leaders no joy. Frustrated, they 
said, “You’ve accomplished nothing! Look! The whole world is following him!” Their vision was 
limited to human credentials and contacts. It’s easy to condemn them. But ask yourself: if Jesus 
came today, from a small town, with no denominational credentials or formal degree, would you 
be open to his message? Training and procedures matter, of course. But what does it take to let 
God’s Spirit be your heart’s ultimate authority and guide? 
 
Prayer: O God, I want to help bring God’s light into the world. May Christ, who rode into 
Jerusalem in peace, bring everlasting peace to my heart and to our aching world. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, March 27 
 
Scripture: John 12:44-50 
Jesus shouted, "Whoever believes in me doesn't believe in me but in the one who sent me. 
Whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. I have come as a light into the world so that 
everyone who believes in me won't live in darkness. If people hear my words and don't keep 
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them, I don't judge them. I didn't come to judge the world but to save it. Whoever rejects me and 
doesn't receive my words will be judged at the last day by the word I have spoken. I don't speak 
on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me regarding what I should speak and 
say. I know that his commandment is eternal life. Therefore, whatever I say is just as the Father 
has said to me." 
 
Observation: The gospels suggest that in that last week before the cross, Jesus taught each 
day at the Temple in Jerusalem, and then withdrew at night to Bethany, a nearby village where 
his friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus lived (Matthew 21:17-18). John said Jesus summarized 
his ministry and his message by saying, “I have come as a light into the world so that everyone 
who believes in me won’t live in darkness” (verse 46). 
 
Application: Jesus stressed a point even some Christians miss: God was the source of his 
saving mission. Some persons envision God as angry with humans, and Jesus as the gracious 
“good guy” who convinced God to save people. Jesus didn’t see it that way at all: “Whoever 
sees me sees the one who sent me.” How did Jesus’ mission and message underscore the 
eternal truth that “God is love” (1 John 4:8, 16)? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, you are love, and you direct your eternal love toward me. Help me to more 
fully take in that amazing, saving reality, and to live my life in ways that thank you for your life-
changing love. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, March 28 
 
Scripture: John 13:4-15 
So he got up from the table and took off his robes. Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around his 
waist. Then he poured water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples' feet, drying 
them with the towel he was wearing. When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, 
"Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus replied, "You don't understand what I'm doing 
now, but you will understand later." "No!" Peter said. "You will never wash my feet!" Jesus 
replied, "Unless I wash you, you won't have a place with me." Simon Peter said, "Lord, not only 
my feet but also my hands and my head!" Jesus responded, "Those who have bathed need only 
to have their feet washed, because they are completely clean. You disciples are clean, but not 
every one of you." He knew who would betray him. That's why he said, "Not every one of you is 
clean." After he washed the disciples' feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the 
table. He said to them, “Do you know what I've done for you? You call me ‘Teacher' and ‘Lord,' 
and you speak correctly, because I am. If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you 
too must wash each other's feet. I have given you an example: Just as I have done, you also 
must do. 
 
Observation: In Jesus’ day, most people walked on dusty or muddy roads all day, wearing only 
sandals on their feet. A slave typically had the job of washing their tired, dirty feet as they 
arrived at an event like the Passover supper. With no slave present, the disciples, acutely 
conscious of their relative rank in the group, all shied away from washing the feet of the others. 
But Jesus unblushingly did the slave’s work. Then he pointedly told his status-conscious 
disciples, “I have given you an example: Just as I have done, you also must do.” 
 
Application: In our baptism, as in Peter’s call to be an apostle, Jesus has washed us. Yet day 
by day, our spirit and personality are “dragged through the dust,” as the sandal-wearing 
disciples’ feet were. In what ways do you need Jesus to “wash your feet” today? Will you allow 
him to renew and refresh your spirit? To whom, on Jesus’ behalf, can you offer that service? 
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Prayer: Lord Jesus, teach me how to find my greatest glory in serving you and others in the 
ways you have equipped me to serve. Part of me finds this prayer hard, but I mean it. Amen. 
 
Thursday, March 29 
 
Scripture: Mark 14:22-26 
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, 
"Take; this is my body." He took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank 
from it. He said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. I 
assure you that I won't drink wine again until that day when I drink it in a new way in God's 
kingdom." After singing songs of praise, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
Observation: Mark put few details in his brief account of the Last Supper. But anyone who 
knew the Jewish faith would have known that the last hallel (hymn of praise) Hebrews sang at 
Passover was Psalm 118. Mark also said Jesus tied his last meal with the disciples to 
Jeremiah’s promise of a new covenant, in which God pledged to “engrave” his instructions on 
each heart open to God’s love. Then Jeremiah added God’s merciful promise: “I will forgive their 
wrongdoing and never again remember their sins” (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 
 
Application: Psalm 118:6 said, “The Lord is for me—I won’t be afraid. What can anyone do to 
me?” Verse 17 said, “I won’t die—no, I will live and declare what the Lord has done.” How do 
you think those words strengthened Jesus as he sang them in the Upper Room just hours 
before his crucifixion? How do those words speak to any fears you carry in your heart? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, fill my heart with the psalmist’s confidence: because you are for me, what 
can anyone do to me? Forgive my wrongdoing, and engrave your ways on my heart. Amen. 
 
* * * Did You Know? * * * 
Today, there will be a reenactment of the Last Supper at Messiah at 7:00 p.m., and tomorrow 
evening a Good Friday service at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, March 30 
 
Scripture: John 19:1-30 
Then Pilate had Jesus taken and whipped. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and 
put it on his head, and dressed him in a purple robe. Over and over they went up to him and 
said, "Greetings, king of the Jews!" And they slapped him in the face. Pilate came out of the 
palace again and said to the Jewish leaders, "Look! I'm bringing him out to you to let you know 
that I find no grounds for a charge against him." When Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here's the man." When the chief priests and 
their deputies saw him, they shouted out, "Crucify, crucify!" Pilate told them, "You take him and 
crucify him. I don't find any grounds for a charge against him." The Jewish leaders replied, "We 
have a Law, and according to this Law he ought to die because he made himself out to be 
God's Son." 
When Pilate heard this word, he was even more afraid. He went back into the residence and 
spoke to Jesus, "Where are you from?" Jesus didn't answer. So Pilate said, "You won't speak to 
me? Don't you know that I have authority to release you and also to crucify you?" Jesus replied, 
"You would have no authority over me if it had not been given to you from above. That's why the 
one who handed me over to you has the greater sin." From that moment on, Pilate wanted to 
release Jesus. However, the Jewish leaders cried out, saying, "If you release this man, you 
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aren't a friend of the emperor! Anyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes the 
emperor!" When Pilate heard these words, he led Jesus out and seated him on the judge's 
bench at the place called Stone Pavement (in Aramaic, Gabbatha). It was about noon on the 
Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, "Here's your king." The 
Jewish leaders cried out, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" Pilate responded, 
"What? Do you want me to crucify your king?" "We have no king except the emperor," the chief 
priests answered. 
Then Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified. The soldiers took Jesus prisoner. Carrying his 
cross by himself, he went out to a place called Skull Place (in Aramaic, Golgotha). That's where 
they crucified him—and two others with him, one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate 
had a public notice written and posted on the cross. It read "Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the 
Jews." Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. Therefore, the Jewish chief priests 
complained to Pilate, "Don't write, ‘The king of the Jews' but ‘This man said, 'I am the king of the 
Jews.''" Pilate answered, "What I've written, I've written." When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they 
took his clothes and his sandals, and divided them into four shares, one for each soldier. His 
shirt was seamless, woven as one piece from the top to the bottom. They said to each other, 
"Let's not tear it. Let's cast lots to see who will get it." This was to fulfill the scripture, They 
divided my clothes among themselves, and they cast lots for my clothing. That's what the 
soldiers did. Jesus' mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene stood near the cross. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to the disciple, 
"Here is your mother." And from that time on, this disciple took her into his home. After this, 
knowing that everything was already completed, in order to fulfill the scripture, Jesus said, "I am 
thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was nearby, so the soldiers soaked a sponge in it, placed it on a 
hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. When he had received the sour wine, Jesus said, "It is 
completed." Bowing his head, he gave up his life. 
 
Observation: Roman soldiers flogged and abused Jesus. The leaders who hated and feared 
him wanted more. Pilate, a jaded Roman politician, sensed something otherworldly about Jesus 
and asked, “Where do you come from?” (verse 9) Later, he asked the religious leaders, “Do you 
want me to crucify your king?” Turning their backs on their nation and their God, they said, “We 
have no king except the emperor.” John pointed to Jesus as “our Passover lamb” (1 Corinthians 
5:7) by specifying a hyssop branch (Exodus 12:22). When Jesus said, “It is completed” and 
died, he’d finished God’s great, costly work of offering humanity salvation. 
 
Application: The sign on Jesus’ cross read “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.” Pilate 
weakly executed a guiltless man, but (too late) took a firm stand about the sign’s wording. John 
saw more, though—the sign written in Latin, Greek and Aramaic proclaimed Jesus as king in 
the three great languages of the ancient world. What kind of a king reigns from a cross? What 
values do you have to choose to allow you to serve that kind of king? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, long ago this was an awful Friday. Today I call it Good because of what 
you did for the human family, for me, and I bow to Jesus the Nazarene, the king of my life. 
Amen. 
 
Saturday, March 31 
 
Scripture: John 19:38-42 
After this Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate if he could take away the body of Jesus. Joseph 
was a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one because he feared the Jewish authorities. Pilate gave 
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him permission, so he came and took the body away. Nicodemus, the one who at first had come 
to Jesus at night, was there too. He brought a mixture of myrrh and aloe, nearly seventy-five 
pounds in all. Following Jewish burial customs, they took Jesus' body and wrapped it, with the 
spices, in linen cloths. There was a garden in the place where Jesus was crucified, and in the 
garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish 
Preparation Day and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus in it. 
 
Observation: Genesis 2 told a story in which human life began in a garden. In John 18:1, only 
John’s gospel alluded to Genesis by saying Jesus went into a “garden.” After Jesus died, John 
recorded that two secret, wealthy followers of Jesus provided for his burial, and again noted that 
“there was a garden” where Jesus body was laid to rest. With the garden language, John was 
telling his readers that Jesus’ self-giving, saving work opened a path for humanity to return to 
the lost garden of Paradise. 
 
Application: Roman soldiers knew their business. If they ever by mistake let a convict live, they 
paid with their own lives. Jesus really died, and his burial felt as final to his followers as the 
death of anyone we love feels to us. No one said, “Don’t bother with the burial spices—he’ll be 
alive again on Sunday.” On that dark Saturday, it felt to them as though evil and hatred won, 
love and forgiveness lost, and death (as always) triumphed over life. What have been your 
darkest times, moments when hope seemed gone and despair held you in its grip? Are you 
facing a painful situation or problems that seem unsolvable right now? On this Saturday, join 
Jesus’ first followers in feeling deeply how dark this world can be. But do so in the trust that, in 
God’s world, despair, darkness and even death is NEVER the final word. 
Tomorrow is Easter. 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, Genesis 2:2 said after you created the world, you rested. After creating a 
new path to Paradise, you rested in the tomb—but not for long. Keep your eternal light of hope 
aflame in my heart, no matter how dark my world may seem. Amen. 
 


