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Game of Thrones: 6. Child-Kings 
2 Kings; 2 Chronicles 
August 26, 2018 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
As I was reading the scripture for today, I began thinking about my own family history – the 
Richards on my Dad’s side and the Chaffins on my Mom’s side. Both sides have been traced 
back to the 1700s. I know their names, the dates when they were born and died, and where 
they lived – in some cases there is a note about an occupation or military service. And though 
it’s interesting for me to see the people from the past who made me possible, I don’t think you’d 
find my family history to be all that interesting. So, when it comes to the kings and queens of 
Judah and Israel, why should we care? Why care about people who lived 2600 years ago – 
none of them our ancestors? The answer is found in the reason these stories are included in the 
Bible. The writers of the books of Kings and Chronicles provide very little biographical 
information, instead what they provide are descriptions of the faith or the lack of faith of these 
kings and queen. The stories of scripture are intended to inform and inspire our spiritual lives. 
They help us see who we are, who God is, and how to live our lives. That’s the Bible. 
 
This morning, in the stories of these three kings - Joash, Mannaseh, and Josiah, I’m hoping you 
will hear something of your own faith story and what you hope your story will be. These three 
kings who came to the throne while they were children: Joash was 7, Mannaseh 12, and Josiah 
8 – all served as kings in the southern kingdom of Judah and the capital, Jerusalem.  
 
Joash became king at the age of 8. If you were here last week, his father was killed in a battle 
with the same army that ordered Jezebel be thrown out the window. Joash was an infant, so his 
grandmother seized control of the throne, and to keep her grip on power, she ordered all of her 
grandchildren be killed. Can you imagine the kind of desire for power that does that? The only 
way that Joash survived was his mother and his aunt secretly took Joash to the Temple where 
they asked the priest to keep him in hiding and to raise him. For the next six years, he is kept 
inside the Temple, raised by the priest, Jehoiada. When Joash is seven, the priest announces 
that Joash rightly belongs on the throne, and the evil queen should be replaced. All of the 
priests and military leaders are called to the Temple, and Jehoiada places the crown on this 
seven-year-old’s head. Joash is now the king. And when the queen protests, she is killed. 
 
Joash rules under the guidance of the priest, and the writer of Kings tells us he did what was 
right in the sight of God. Seven years later, he’s now 14. He enters the Temple and looking 
around he realizes the poor condition of the Temple. It is falling apart. The Temple was God’s 
palace. It represented God’s presence on earth. Here’s a model of how the Temple that 
Solomon built might have looked. Joash would have been raised in the courtyard around the 
Temple. The tall place at the back was called the Holy Place which represented the throne room 
of God and inside the Holy Place was a smaller room called the Holy of Holies which contained 
the throne of God which was the Ark of the Covenant. It was a gold box with an angel of either 
side, and inside the box was the Law of Moses. When Joash enters the throne room of God, he 
finds cracks in the walls, stone crumbling, and weeds growing. This is 100 years after it was 
built. What does the condition of the Temple tell you about the faith of the people? If the 
Temple, God’s presence on earth, was in such disrepair, their faith was in a similar place. And 
Josiah initiates a campaign to refurbish the Temple.  
 
The writer of 2 Kings tells us: Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the 
years Jehoiada the priest instructed him. (2 Kings 12:2) How long did Joash do what was 
right in the eyes of the LORD? All the years Jehoiada instructed him. So when Jehoiada died, 
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what happened? We are told he stopped serving God. He turned from God and started following 
pagan gods and did terrible things. For the rest of his life, Joash wandered away from God. How 
did this happen? Joash’s faith was in Jehoiada more than it was in God. He looked to Jehoiada 
to tell him what to do. When Jehoiada spoke of faith, Joash believed what Jehoiada believed. 
He listened to Jehoiada’s prayers, but he didn’t pray. He didn’t read scripture. Jehoiada did that 
for him. Joash had a second-hand faith, and when Jehoiada died, Joash had nothing – no 
personal connection with God. This can happen today when our faith is dependent on another 
person. Maybe you went to youth group because your friends were there and when they 
stopped attending, it was hard for you to keep going. Maybe you went to church because your 
parents went to church. They were people of faith and your faith was really their faith. That was 
my experience. I went off to college. I knew about faith. I knew my parents had faith, but I had 
never claimed a faith for myself. And in college, I started looking for another person with faith 
and when that person transferred to another school, I was lost. I had nothing to hang on to. Only 
in a moment of crisis did I call out to God – something I had never done before – and I mark that 
moment as the beginning of faith for me.  
 
Sometimes our faith is in a pastor and when that pastor leaves, so does our faith. I was talking 
with someone recently, and I asked if he had a church. He couldn’t remember the name of the 
church but he remembered the pastor’s name. “I sure liked him,” the person said. “And when he 
moved away, I stopped going to church.” We go to church because we love God. We gather 
here to thank God and offer our hearts in worship. We listen for God and what we can take from 
worship that will help us serve God through the week. Joash put his faith in a person. He fell 
away from God and never returned. 
 
Then we come to Manasseh who was 12 when he came to the throne. His father, Hezekiah, 
was one of the truly great kings of Israel who loved God, was bold and courageous, and had a 
deep faith. But often we find that there are families where the parents have faith, but their 
children struggle with faith. And that’s what happened when Hezekiah died, his son, Manasseh 
turned away from God. It’s as if he was saying: I’m sick and tired of the way you forced me to go 
to Temple every weekend. And told myself that when I grow up I won’t have anything to do with 
religion. Does that sound familiar to anyone here? Many of us try to differentiate ourselves from 
our parents. I tried that. I’m the fifth generation pastor in my family, and when I went off to 
college, the last thing I wanted to be was a pastor. I didn’t know what I wanted; but I knew what I 
didn’t want. Maybe you grew up feeling your parents were forcing you one direction, and when 
you left home you rebelled. That’s what happened with Manasseh. He turned away from God, 
but he kept searching for something, which is what happens. Ultimately, we worship something. 
 
Manasseh did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the detestable practices of the 
nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. He rebuilt the high places his 
father Hezekiah had demolished; he also erected altars to the Baals and made Asherah 
poles. He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them… In both courts of the 
temple of the LORD, he built altars to all the starry hosts. He sacrificed his children in the 
fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced divination and witchcraft, sought omens, and 
consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, arousing his 
anger. Do you see how he was spiritually hungry, searching for something? He sacrificed his 
own children in the alley Ben Hinnom. The Hebrew word is Gehenom, which is the word we 
associate with hell. What the Canaanite god, Moloch offered was a living hell for people. To 
worship Molock, meant you took your children and burned them alive, and Manasseh did this! 
The writer of 2nd Kings tells us that Manasseh shed so much innocent blood in Jerusalem that 
the streets were filled with blood from one end of the city to the other.  
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Until finally, God withheld his protection from Manasseh, and the Assyrian army invaded Judah 
and seized Manasseh. They…put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and 
took him to Babylon. What’s happened to the all-powerful king who didn’t need anyone? He’s 
utterly defeated. He’s hit bottom. And as he is carried away to Babylon, does he cry out to 
Moloch to save him or to Ashera or the Baals? For the first time in 50 years, in his distress he 
sought the favor of the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 
ancestors. What will God do? When you consider all of the evil that he has done, what will God 
do? Listen to this next verse, because this is the God we worship. And when he prayed to 
him, the LORD was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him 
back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God. No 
matter how far you run, no matter what you have done, when you repent and turn to God, God 
is like a father waiting for a lost child to come home. God will always welcome you back. And we 
are told that for the rest of his life, Manasseh was faithful to God. 
 
Finally, this morning, we come to Josiah who became king when he was 8 years old. When 
Manasseh died, his son became king, and he turned away from God until the people eventually 
rose up and killed him. That brought Josiah to the throne. After King David, Josiah is considered 
the greatest of the kings who ruled over Israel and Judah. He did was right in the eyes of the 
Lord his entire life. When he was 16, he led the nation to put away other gods. When he was 26, 
he saw that the Temple had fallen into disrepair. This was 200 years after Joash he refurnished 
the Temple. As the Temple is again being restored, the workers find an ancient scroll in a side 
room and when it is opened, the high priest realizes this is the Law of Moses – 600 years old. 
They had lost the Law of Moses. They stopped reading it, stopped following it. No wonder the 
nation had lost its direction. When Josiah hears the Law of Moses being read, he is overcome 
with emotion, grieving over how far the nation has strayed from the covenant with God. He calls 
the nation to gather at the Temple, and he reads the entire scroll. It took hours. And at the end 
of the reading, Josiah publicly recommits his life to following God and invites the nation to join 
him. As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the LORD, the God of their ancestors.   
 
When the people stopped hearing and reading the scriptures, they wandered from God. I’m 
reminded of a note I received from someone who recently began following God and an amazing 
thing happened, their marriage began improving. Getting close to God (the verticle) has also 
made the horizontal stronger. Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for 
my path. If you are not reading and studying scripture, you are wandering in the dark. 
 
One of the great things about my job is that you pay me to read and study the scriptures. But 
what I’ve realized is that often my reading and study is in pursuit of my next message on a 
Sunday and not to be the lamp to my feet and the light for my path. So, three weeks ago, I took 
what I’ve called an “oblation of the soul”. An oblation is a medical procedure to put someone’s 
heart back into rhythm. Physically, my heart was okay, but spiritually I was feeling empty. So I 
traveled far enough away from home and removed all distractions – no phone, no internet, no 
people. And every morning, I devoted an hour to memorizing scripture, an hour to pray, and 
then an hour to read scripture. And then after breakfast, I would walk and sit by a stream or the 
shade of a tree and I would listen, writing down whatever came to mind. Later, I would return to 
what I had written to see if there was a message or I could make connection with what I read in 
scripture. And this is what I did for 8 days. Now that I’m home, I can’t devote as much time each 
day as I did for that week, but the practices continue – reading and memorizing scripture, 
praying and journaling my thoughts. Because when I read scripture, I feel more connected to 
God. 
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How are you doing? One of the reasons we have Bibles here in the sanctuary is so you will take 
one home and start reading. Each Sunday, we list scriptures to read for the next six days. We’ll 
even email it to you every morning.  
 
Three kings. Joash put his faith in a person and that person died, he fell away from God. 
Manasseh did evil, turned from God and faith, but when he hit bottom, he called to God and 
course of his life changed. Josiah read scripture and served God with his heart, mind, soul, and 
strength and he changed a nation. How will you live? Will you live for yourself or will you serve a 
greater purpose? Who sits on the throne of your life?  
 
Grow, Pray, Study for Week of August 26, 2018 
 
Weekly Prayer: Dear God, we see you at work in the lives of people past and present. We are 
never too young to do your work.  We are never too old or too far off course to return to you and 
do your work.  No matter our age, teach us to trust and follow you throughout our lives. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 
 
Monday, August 27 
 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 24:1-4, 15-19 
Jehoash was 7 years old when he became king, and he ruled for forty years in Jerusalem. His 
mother's name was Zibiah; she was from Beer-sheba. Jehoash did what was right in the 
LORD's eyes as long as Jehoiada the priest was alive. Jehoiada had him marry two wives, and 
Jehoash fathered sons and daughters. Sometime later, Jehoash wanted to renovate the 
LORD's temple. 
 
Jehoiada grew old, and when he reached the age of 130, he died. He was buried among the 
kings in David's City because of his exemplary service to Israel, God, and God's temple. After 
Jehoiada's death, however, the leaders of Judah came and bowed before the king, and the king 
listened to them. They abandoned the temple of the LORD, their ancestors' God, and 
worshipped sacred poles and idols. Anger came upon Judah and Jerusalem as a consequence 
of their sin, and though God sent prophets to them to bring them back to the LORD and to warn 
them, they refused to listen. 
 
Observation: This week, we turn to the kings of Judah who came to the throne when they were 
children. The biblical story focuses on the faith of these kings. Joash’s wicked grandmother, 
Athaliah, murdered all other heirs to the throne in order to seize power for herself, but his aunt 
and her husband, the priest Jehoiada, hid and protected Joash, and crowned him king at age 
seven.  His reign began well, under the teaching and influence of the priest, Jehoiada, but once 
Jehoiada died it became clear that Joash’s faith was in a person and not God. Without 
Jehoiada, he easily walked away from faith in God. 
 
Application: We need godly mentors in our lives, but at some point, hopefully you “owned” that 
faith. Consider how others have shown you what faith is. Who was most influential in your life? 
At what point did you claim faith for yourself? If you have not reached this point, what would it 
take for you to believe? 
 
Prayer: God of us all, in love, you are reaching out to me and to all, longing for that moment 
when we will reach back and love you with heart, mind, soul, and strength. Help me to recall 
each day that you offer strength and guidance. Amen. 
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Tuesday, August 28 
 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 33:1-6, 11-13, 15-16 
Manasseh was 12 years old when he became king, and he ruled for fifty-five years in 
Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the LORD's eyes, imitating the detestable practices of the 
nations that the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. He rebuilt the shrines that his father 
Hezekiah had destroyed, set up altars for the Baals, and made sacred poles. He bowed down to 
all the stars in the sky and worshipped them. He even built altars in the LORD's temple, the very 
place the LORD was speaking about when he said, "My name will remain in Jerusalem forever." 
Manasseh built altars for all the stars in the sky in both courtyards of the LORD's temple. He 
burned his own sons alive in the Ben-hinnom Valley, consulted sign readers, fortune-tellers, and 
sorcerers, and used mediums and diviners. He did much evil in the LORD's eyes and made him 
angry. 
 
So the LORD brought the army commanders of Assyria's king against them. They captured 
Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze chains, and carried him off to Babylon. During his 
distress, Manasseh made peace with the LORD his God, truly submitting himself to the God of 
his ancestors. He prayed, and God was moved by his request. God listened to Manasseh's 
prayer and restored him to his rule in Jerusalem. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was the 
true God. 
 
He removed the foreign gods and the idol from the LORD's temple, as well as all the altars he 
had built on the hill of the LORD's temple and in Jerusalem, dumping them outside the city. He 
restored the LORD's altar, offered well-being sacrifices and thank offerings on it, and ordered 
the people of Judah to worship the LORD, Israel's God. 
 
Observation: The Bible does not say why Manasseh became king when he was only 12 years 
old, but his 55-year reign was the longest of any Israelite king.  He immediately abandoned the 
faith of his father, undoing all that his father did to honor God. And yet, it appeared that 
Manasseh was searching for something or someone to believe in. He abandoned God, but 
when his life was threatened, to whom does he pray?  
 
Application: If it is not God, there will be something that we worship. We see examples in our 
culture of things that become the focus of living in an effort to bring meaning to life. What kinds 
of things can become objects of worship? Have you been tempted to put something or someone 
other than God at the center of your life? Who sits on the throne of your life?  
 
Prayer: Almighty and merciful God, you alone are God. And yet, I am often tempted to put an 
object of my desire on the throne and pursue that as if it were all that mattered. Forgive me for 
those times when I’ve forgotten or strayed from your presence. I want to follow you and serve 
you with my life. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, August 29 
 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, 29-31; 35:16-18, 20-24 
Josiah was 8 years old when he became king, and he ruled for thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 
He did what was right in the LORD's eyes and walked in the ways of his ancestor David, not 
deviating from it even a bit to the right or left. In the eighth year of his rule, while he was just a 
boy, he began to seek the God of his ancestor David, and in the twelfth year he began purifying 
Judah and Jerusalem of the shrines, the sacred poles, idols, and images. Under his supervision, 
the altars for the Baals were torn down, and the incense altars that were above them were 
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smashed. He broke up the sacred poles, idols, and images, grinding them to dust and scattering 
them over the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 
 
The king sent a message and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. Then 
the king went up to the LORD's temple, together with all the people of Judah and all the citizens 
of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites, and all the people, young and old alike. There the king 
read out loud all the words of the covenant scroll that had been found in the LORD's temple. 
The king stood in his place and made a covenant with the LORD that he would follow the LORD 
by keeping his commandments, his instructions, and his regulations with all his heart and all his 
being, in order to fulfill the words of the covenant that were written in this scroll. 
 
So on that day all of the LORD's service was prepared for celebrating Passover and offering up 
entirely burned offerings on the LORD's altar, just as King Josiah had ordered. The Israelites 
who were present celebrated the Passover at that time, and observed the Festival of 
Unleavened Bread for seven days. Not since the days of the prophet Samuel had such a 
Passover been celebrated in Israel. And no other king of Israel had celebrated a Passover like 
the one Josiah celebrated with the priests, the Levites, all the people of Judah and Israel who 
were present, and the residents of Jerusalem. 
 
After all of these things, when Josiah had finished restoring the temple, Egypt's King Neco 
marched against Carchemish by the Euphrates, and Josiah marched out against him. But Neco 
sent messengers to Josiah. "What do you want with me, king of Judah?" he asked. "I haven't 
come to attack you today. I'm after the dynasty that wars with me. God told me to hurry, and he 
is on my side. Get out of God's way, or he will destroy you." But Josiah wouldn't turn back. 
Instead, he camouflaged himself in preparation for battle, refusing to listen to Neco's words from 
God's own mouth, and went to fight Neco on the plain of Megiddo. When archers shot King 
Josiah, he said to his servants, "Take me away; I'm badly wounded!" So his servants took him 
out of his chariot, placed him in another one, and brought him to Jerusalem, where he died and 
was buried in the tombs of his ancestors. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 
 
Observation: After King David, Josiah was considered the greatest king of Judah. His faith in 
God never wavered. As a teenager, he led the nation in a spiritual renewal. The nation had 
wandered so far from God that they had lost track of the Holy Scripture (Ark of the Covenant) 
that God had established with Moses. Note the steps that Josiah took to bring spiritual 
reformation and renewal to Judah. Just twenty-six years ago, he provided the leadership that 
put God back on the throne. 
 
Application: What cut Josiah’s life, and his reforms, short in tragic fashion? Even though he 
“did what was right in the LORD’s eyes,” he failed to heed a prophetic message from God that 
came through a foreign king. We are always vulnerable when we turn our focus from God. How 
good are you at attending to the messages God sends? 
 
Prayer: Lord, I come to you again today, knowing that you are with me. Help me to follow you – 
to hear the direction that you have for me. May I seek you first before acting on assumptions 
that you would surely want what I want. Guide me this day. Amen. 
 
Thursday, August 30 
 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 24:2; Psalm 146:1-5 
Jehoash did what was right in the LORD's eyes as long as Jehoiada the priest was alive. 
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Praise the LORD! Let my whole being praise the LORD! I will praise the LORD with all my life; I 
will sing praises to my God as long as I live. Don't trust leaders; don't trust any human beings— 
there's no saving help with them! Their breath leaves them, then they go back to the ground. On 
that very same day, their plans die too. The person whose help is the God of Jacob— the 
person whose hope rests on the LORD their God— is truly happy! 
 
Observation: As we noted in the reading earlier this week, Jehoash was given a godly 
beginning, but it didn’t stick. Jehoash’s faith was in a person. The writer of the psalm reminded 
the people (and us) that only God’s power endures forever.  
 
Application: It is tempting to place faith in the person we see and overlook the unseen 
presence that we know as God. Where do you turn for spiritual guidance? Have you had one or 
more spiritual influences in your life who helped make your love for Jesus deeper than your love 
for them?  How can you do that for others in whose life you have influence? 
 
Prayer: Merciful God, let me never forget your love for me. Grant that as I grow in faith such 
faith will be reflected in my words and actions. Use me to lead others close to you. Amen. 
 
Friday, August 31 
 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 33:12-13; Titus 3:3-7 
During his distress, Manasseh made peace with the LORD his God, truly submitting himself to 
the God of his ancestors. He prayed, and God was moved by his request. God listened to 
Manasseh's prayer and restored him to his rule in Jerusalem. Then Manasseh knew that the 
LORD was the true God. 
 
We were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, and slaves to our desires and various pleasures 
too. We were spending our lives in evil behavior and jealousy. We were disgusting, and we 
hated other people. But "when God our savior's kindness and love appeared, he saved us 
because of his mercy, not because of righteous things we had done. He did it through the 
washing of new birth and the renewing by the Holy Spirit, which God poured out upon us 
generously through Jesus Christ our savior. So, since we have been made righteous by his 
grace, we can inherit the hope for eternal life." 
 
Observation: Manasseh, as we read earlier, did a lot of very evil, destructive things.  But in his 
moment of “distress,” he turned to God. Manasseh was subsequently restored to a faithful and 
fruitful kingship, leading the nation back to God. In Paul’s letter to Titus, he made clear two 
realities: we need a savior and God sent Jesus to show us the mercy we did not deserve. 
 
Application: God is the God of second chances, even to someone as despicable as Manasseh. 
How could God accept Manasseh, and bless him?  True mercy is not humanly possible, but 
something only God provides. How have you experienced God’s grace, not because of your 
goodness, but in spite of your weakness, rebellion or failure? 
 
Prayer: Lord, I need you. I need what only you can provide. Help me to stay close and to be the 
kind of witness who will reflect your mercy into the world and the lives of others. Amen. 
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Saturday, September 1 
 
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 34:14-19 
While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the LORD's temple, Hilkiah 
the priest found the Instruction scroll that the LORD had given through Moses. Hilkiah told the 
secretary Shaphan, "I have found the Instruction scroll in the LORD's temple." Then Hilkiah 
turned the scroll over to Shaphan, who brought it to the king with this report: "Your servants are 
doing everything you've asked them to do. They have released the money that was found in the 
LORD's temple and have handed it over to the supervisors and the workers." Then the 
secretary Shaphan told the king, "The priest Hilkiah has given me a scroll," and he read it out 
loud before the king. As soon as the king heard what the Instruction scroll said, he ripped his 
clothes. 
 
Observation: King Josiah was stunned when they found “the book of the law of the Lord given 
through Moses” (probably at least Deuteronomy, perhaps even Genesis through Deuteronomy) 
neglected and forgotten in the Temple.   
 
Application: Since you are using this GPS, chances are that your Bible is not forgotten and 
neglected in some dusty corner of your house.  But what other spiritual practices are forgotten 
(or never tried at all) in your life? Here are some significant spiritual disciplines, as identified in 
various books on the subject: meditation, prayer, fasting, simplicity, solitude, service, worship, 
scripture memorization. Choose one of these disciplines that you have never seriously tried (or 
that has been helpful, but that you have neglected recently), and intentionally make it a part of 
your spiritual life for the next month. 
 
Prayer: Dear God, teach me to trust and follow you each and every day of my life. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 
 
 


