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Meet Jesus…again 7. Easter 
Mark 16:1-8 
EASTER April 21, 2019 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
Without hope, we all say pretty much the same thing: well, what did you expect? Maybe not 
those exact words, but we’ve all said it - usually with a shrug of the shoulders or a sad shake of 
the head. “What did you expect?” Someone has disappointed you a hundred times and has let 
you down yet again: what did you expect? You hear another news report out of Washington of 
what Congress did or did not do: well what did you expect? A family prays for the one they love 
to get well and for a time it looks like he or she will make it. But then things get worse and as 
they gather in the quiet of the hospital room after all the tubes have been disconnected and the 
doctor has left the room, a Kleenex box is passed around and someone in the corner says, 
“Well, what did you expect?” 
 
It’s defeat or failure – you’ve done all you can; you’ve achieved all you can; it won’t get any 
better; what did you expect? If there was ever hope, there’s no hope anymore. Monday 
afternoon, I was in a meeting when someone looked at her phone and announced that Notre 
Dame was burning and the steeple and much of the roof had collapsed. And I caught myself 
saying, Well, nothing lasts forever. No hope. That’s Good Friday talking. At Golgotha that Good 
Friday afternoon, looking at the dead body of Jesus, we might have said the same thing. We 
hoped life would be different but we’ve lived long enough to be a realist about such things. But 
then Monday night, I saw this (gold cross inside Notre Dame). And if the seeming destruction of 
an 850 year old iconic cathedral is Good Friday, then I think that’s Easter. Easter is all about 
hope even when everything and everyone around you says, well, what did you expect?   
 
If the story of Jesus had ended on Good Friday, there would be no hope. We would not be here 
this morning. We would look at the reality of this world and know that’s all there is. And if we 
knew anything at all about Jesus, he was just another Jew crucified by the Roman Empire in a 
bloody century that witnessed thousands of such executions. End of story. Well what did you 
expect? The worst thing is the last thing.  
 
According to Mark’s gospel, on Thursday evening after the Last Supper, Jesus and his disciples 
go to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. While Jesus is praying, a mob arrives to arrest him. 
He is taken before the high priest and tried before the Jewish Council who finds him guilty of 
blasphemy. Early in the morning, he is taken to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, who finds 
him innocent but wants to please the crowd so he consents to the execution anyway. Roman 
soldiers torture, humiliate, and nail him to a cross where he hangs from 9:00 until 3:00 when he 
dies. Joseph of Arimathea provides a tomb and is given permission to place Jesus’ body there. 
Sunset is approaching and it is forbidden to touch a dead body on the Sabbath. So a stone is 
rolled in front of the tomb. There were also women who had traveled with Jesus to Jerusalem 
and they stood at some distance watching the crucifixion. Early on Sunday morning, to finish the 
burial process, they walk to the tomb, knowing there would be a large stone that they would 
need help in moving, but when they arrive, the stone is already rolled away. Imagine how that 
would feel – to arrive at a loved one’s grave and find the grave has been opened and the casket 
empty. Jesus is gone. What they thought was the worst thing has gotten even worse. Inside the 
tomb, they see a young man dressed in white who turns out to be an angel with a message for 
them. Don’t be alarmed! You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised. He isn’t here. These are the words that become the turning point in human 
history. This is the moment that moves this world and everything we face from no hope to 
always hope. 
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Jesus was crucified. We live in a world where dark things happen – where there are tornadoes, 
earthquakes, and floods. It is part of living on this planet, but when people get caught in the 
middle of these forces of nature, they can get hurt and sometimes lose their lives. We also live 
in a world where we have bodies that are able to heal themselves. We get sick and we get 
better, but every once in a while a cell goes haywire and begins to reproduce and we call it 
cancer. We don’t know why. God doesn’t want you to get sick. God doesn’t give someone 
cancer to teach them a lesson or to punish them. It’s part of life and one day there may be 
solutions. We also live in a world where people do foolish, horrible things. We hurt each other 
and ourselves. We say hateful things. We get intoxicated and drive and often others are hurt or 
even killed. And there are people who attack others with cruel sometimes evil intent. There is 
pain in this world.  
 
What is God’s answer to that? God gave people freedom and God doesn’t take that from us, but 
God’s response to pain and brokenness is that he came and walked among us. It’s what we 
celebrate every Christmas: God became flesh and walked among us. He healed the sick, 
opened the eyes of the blind, granted mercy, love, and forgiveness, and also subjected himself 
to the same things we face. When God walked among us, what did humanity do? The most 
religious, the people who should have known better arrest him, mock him, spit on him, beat him, 
and sentence him to die. The Romans know they are doing an injustice and they do it anyway. 
They torture him to death in the worst form of execution ever devised by humanity. God is 
saying, I know what it’s like to suffer. I know what it’s like to be subjected to the abuse of 
freedom. I walked through the worst thing imaginable. I’m there with you. But that’s not the end 
of the story. On Good Friday, it looks hopeless. Hate seems to smother out love. Darkness 
seems to extinguish the light. Death seems to prevail over life. But it is not the end of the story. 
Don’t be alarmed! You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised. He isn’t here. He has been raised. He isn’t here. The tomb is empty. The essence of 
Easter is that the light wins, love wins, life wins. Hope prevails. 
 
In the past year, I’ve sat with persons in their final hours. I’ve been with families in moments 
after their love one has died. I don’t know that there is a worse place for us to be. But what I 
know is that Jesus has been raised. Because of the resurrection, I know that the worst thing is 
never the last thing. There is always hope. Say that with me: There is always hope. Hope 
changes everything.  
 
Mark has this unfinished ending. They said nothing to anyone, they were afraid because 
That’s how it reads in the original Greek version as if cut off in midsentence. Translators moved 
the word because so it now reads “because they were afraid.” But it is unfinished. Some say 
it’s because Mark died in the persecution in Rome and this is as far as he got in writing the 
gospel. Some say he finished it but something happened and the ending of scroll was damaged 
or lost. And some say, Mark had a reason to end this gospel as he did. Maybe it’s Mark’s way 
saying “to be continued” like the cliffhanger we often see in the season finale of our favorite 
show. It leaves us wanting more. I think Mark is saying there is more to the story – and you are 
the next chapter in this story. How are you going to live differently because you know that in the 
end the worst thing is not the last thing? How will you live differently knowing darkness does not 
get the final word? How will you take Easter into the world? You finish the story.  Giving hope, 
coming alongside others – that’s how we finish the story.  
 
There’s a picture. Of all the trips I’ve taken, I think it’s my favorite one. When sometimes I 
wonder if what we do today really makes a difference – whether there really is hope, I turn to 
this picture. In 2005, a group from this church was touring the city of Rome and as we entered 
the Colosseum, I saw this and I went “wow”! There is a cross hanging in the Emperor’s Gate to 
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the Roman Colosseum. Think about that. Mark wrote his gospel somewhere between 68-72 AD. 
Peter and Paul and many of the Christian leaders in Rome had been executed by the emperor. 
In 70 AD, the Roman army would enter Galilee and Jerusalem killing 1 million Jews and Jewish 
Christians. This was the awesome power of Rome. If you came face to face with that power, 
there was no hope. In 72 AD Vespasian began construction of the Colosseum, finished eight 
years later by his son, Titus. In the 18th century, Pope Benedict dedicated it to Christian martyrs 
and hung these crosses there. Go back to the first century and gather the apostles and the 
people in Rome who would cower in the shadow of the Colosseum, those reached by the 
apostles Peter and Paul. Gather them all and tell them – one day there will be no Roman 
Empire. One day this city, Rome will be filled with symbols and reminders of martyrs of the first 
century church. One day people will come to Rome and they will not ask where Vespasian is 
buried but where the apostle Paul was imprisoned and Peter was martyred. One day in almost 
every nation of the world and in almost every language people will reference Caesar Augustus 
once a year, but they will not be telling the Story of Caesar Augustus. Caesar Augustus will be a 
footnote in the story of the birth of Jesus Christ, your Savior. The cross will not represent the 
Roman crucifixions but will represent one crucifixion, the crucifixion of your Savior. One day, it 
may be hard for you to believe, but one day a cross that will represent the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ will hang over the Emperor’s Gate to the Roman Colosseum – and 
the entire Colosseum will be dedicated to Christian martyrs like Peter and Paul.  
 
You want hope? Look at what God has already done. What are you counting on if not Easter? 
What is it that fuels the hope that is within you? For me, it is Easter. I believe, not because the 
Bible says so, but because eye witnesses put their lives on the line because of what they had 
seen. If someone predicts his death and resurrection and pulls it off, I’m going with him! You 
and I in our short lives have an opportunity to be part of a whole bunch of dots that God has 
been connecting ever since Jesus walked out of that tomb. 2000 years later, we come here to 
celebrate Easter because the worst thing will never be the last thing. There is always hope. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of April 21, 2019 
 
Weekly Prayer: Eternal God, thank you for loving us so much that you would send your Son to 
walk among us. Thank you that you have shown us that death is not the final word. Come to us 
in ways that will meet us in our brokenness and bring hope to a world in need. Empower us to 
proclaim a world where light overcomes darkness and love prevails. We praise you, O God, for 
the great story you are writing in our lives through Christ Jesus, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 
Jesus’ followers attentively buried his body 
 
Monday, April 22 
 
Scripture: Mark 15:40-47 
Some women were watching from a distance, including Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of James (the younger one) and Joses, and Salome. When Jesus was in Galilee, these women 
had followed and supported him, along with many other women who had come to Jerusalem 
with him. 
Since it was late in the afternoon on Preparation Day, just before the Sabbath, Joseph from 
Arimathea dared to approach Pilate and ask for Jesus' body. (Joseph was a prominent council 
member who also eagerly anticipated the coming of God's kingdom.) Pilate wondered if Jesus 
was already dead. He called the centurion and asked him whether Jesus had already died. 
When he learned from the centurion that Jesus was dead, Pilate gave the dead body to 
Joseph. He bought a linen cloth, took Jesus down from the cross, wrapped him in the cloth, and 



4	
	

laid him in a tomb that had been carved out of rock. He rolled a stone against the entrance to 
the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was buried. 
 
Observation: Modern readers may feel like skimming over Mark’s account of Jesus’ burial. But 
to Mark, it was vital to record the burial because Hebrews saw burying the dead as a moral 
duty. In his commentary on the Gospel of Mark, N. T. Wright also saw it as setting the stage: 
“We might suppose the burial narrative to be a sad and not particularly interesting appendix to 
the story of Jesus’ death; for Mark, it trembles with the suppressed excitement of what he knows 
is going to happen next.” 
 
Application: Jesus’ ministry was not just Jesus and twelve men. Picture the devotion Mark 
15:41 summed up: “When Jesus was in Galilee, these women had followed and supported him, 
along with many other women who had come to Jerusalem with him.” Have you ever poured 
your heart into a ministry or cause, only to see it fail? How much hope do you think the women 
(who hadn’t scattered like the men) held onto after Jesus died? 
 
Faith Group Discussion: Some skeptics claim the women went to the wrong tomb, found it 
empty and fancied that Jesus had risen. One biblical scholar suggests: “The literary, historical 
and archeological evidence points in one direction: the body of Jesus was placed in a tomb, 
according to Jewish custom…. there is no good reason to think that family and friends of Jesus 
had no idea where Jesus was buried.” Matthew added that the authorities guarded Jesus’ tomb, 
because they feared claims of him rising (Matthew 27:62-66). Would those first Christians have 
risked their lives declaring that Jesus was alive if they thought his body might just lie in some 
misplaced tomb? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, from the place of your burial came the first news that you were alive. Thank 
you for emptying your tomb, a sign that you will one day empty all the tombs that signal sadness 
and loss for us. Amen. 
 
He has been raised. He isn’t here. 
 
Tuesday, April 23 
 
Scripture: Mark 16:1-8 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices so that they could go and anoint Jesus' dead body. Very early on the first day of the 
week, just after sunrise, they came to the tomb. They were saying to each other, "Who's going 
to roll the stone away from the entrance for us?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone 
had been rolled away. (And it was a very large stone!) Going into the tomb, they saw a young 
man in a white robe seated on the right side; and they were startled. But he said to them, "Don't 
be alarmed! You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised. He 
isn't here. Look, here's the place where they laid him. Go, tell his disciples, especially Peter, that 
he is going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you." Overcome 
with terror and dread, they fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were 
afraid. 
 
Observation: The oldest existing manuscripts of Mark’s gospel ended at verse 8. It’s unlikely 
that was how Mark intended to end his gospel. The evidence suggests that somehow an early 
copy lost the original ending. However, even as it stands in those manuscripts, Mark shared the 
most vital news. Verse 6 said Mary and her companions heard the central message of that 
resurrection Sunday: “He has been raised. He isn’t here.” 
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Application: N. T. Wright wrote of the women in Mark 16:1, “We may note, already, what they 
are not saying to themselves (as they might be if this story were a later pious fiction). They were 
not going in order to witness Jesus’ resurrection. They had no idea that any such thing was 
even thinkable. They were going to complete the primary burial.” Jesus had told his followers he 
would rise again, but that just puzzled them (Mark 9:9-10). How did Mark’s honesty about the 
women and disciples make his resurrection account more credible? 
 
Faith Group Discussion: Mark’s resurrection story contained one vital extra. In Mark 16:7, the 
angel told Mary Magdalene and the others, “Tell his disciples, especially Peter, that he is going 
ahead of you into Galilee.” Jesus’ message specifically named Peter, who had publicly denied 
even knowing him, lest Peter feel he was no longer welcome after his failure. What does this tell 
you about Jesus’ grace? Can you trust Jesus to treat you the same way when you fail? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, the most loving thing the women could think of to do was to complete your 
burial. But you had so much more in store for them—and for me. Lead me on to a life lived in 
the light of your resurrected life. Amen. 
 
Two sincere efforts to supply a missing ending 
 
Wednesday, April 24 
 
Scripture: Mark 16:9-20 
They promptly reported all of the young man's instructions to those who were with Peter. 
Afterward, through the work of his disciples, Jesus sent out, from the east to the west, the 
sacred and undying message of eternal salvation. Amen. After Jesus rose up early on the first 
day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven 
demons. She went and reported to the ones who had been with him, who were mourning and 
weeping. But even after they heard the news, they didn't believe that Jesus was alive and that 
Mary had seen him. After that he appeared in a different form to two of them who were walking 
along in the countryside. When they returned, they reported it to the others, but they didn't 
believe them. Finally he appeared to the eleven while they were eating. Jesus criticized their 
unbelief and stubbornness because they didn't believe those who saw him after he was raised 
up. He said to them, "Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to every creature. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever doesn't believe will be 
condemned. These signs will be associated with those who believe: they will throw out demons 
in my name. They will speak in new languages. They will pick up snakes with their hands. If they 
drink anything poisonous, it will not hurt them. They will place their hands on the sick, and they 
will get well." After the Lord Jesus spoke to them, he was lifted up into heaven and sat down on 
the right side of God. But they went out and proclaimed the message everywhere. The Lord 
worked with them, confirming the word by the signs associated with them. 
 
Observation: As we’ve seen, the oldest existing manuscripts of Mark’s gospel end at Mark 
16:8. Some later manuscripts contain these two efforts by well-meaning copyists to fill the gap. 
Early in the church two alternative endings were added, drawing from material from the other 
gospels and/or other traditions (incorporating the mention of Mary Magdalene having had seven 
demons from Luke 8:2). 
 
Application: Differences in details (was there one angel at the tomb, as Mark and Matthew 
wrote, or two, as Luke and John said?), and Mark’s lost ending, make some people doubt that 
they can trust the gospels. Author Phillip Yancey said such variations actually point toward the 
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gospels’ reliability: “Accounts of the discovery of the empty tomb sound breathless and 
fragmentary…. The early reports seem wispy, mysterious, confused. Surely conspirators could 
have done a neater job of depicting what they would later claim to be the hinge event of history.” 
If you find the gospels largely credible, how does that shape the way you live your daily life? 
 
Faith Group Discussion: Mark’s ending, missing by intention or accident, gives us cause to 
reflect. Day-by-day, each of us is “writing” our witness to Jesus. How will you complete the 
“gospel” story your life tells? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, even though we no longer seem to have Mark’s original ending to his 
gospel, his witness to you speaks through the centuries. Help me, in my own quieter, smaller 
way, to bear witness to you with equal faithfulness. Amen. 
 
Matthew’s ending—some of what Mark may have reported 
 
Thursday, April 25 
 
Scripture: Matthew 28:8-20 
With great fear and excitement, they hurried away from the tomb and ran to tell his disciples. 
But Jesus met them and greeted them. They came and grabbed his feet and worshipped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, "Don't be afraid. Go and tell my brothers that I am going into Galilee. 
They will see me there." 
Now as the women were on their way, some of the guards came into the city and told the chief 
priests everything that had happened. They met with the elders and decided to give a large sum 
of money to the soldiers. They told them, "Say that Jesus' disciples came at night and stole his 
body while you were sleeping. And if the governor hears about this, we will take care of it with 
him so you will have nothing to worry about." So the soldiers took the money and did as they 
were told. And this report has spread throughout all Judea to this very day. 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus told them to go. When 
they saw him, they worshipped him, but some doubted. Jesus came near and spoke to them, 
"I've received all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to obey everything that I've commanded you. Look, I myself will be with you every day 
until the end of this present age." 
 
Observation: Almost all scholars agree that Matthew and Luke used Mark’s work as a key 
source for their gospels. We’re going to read them as possible indicators of what might have 
been in Mark’s original ending. Like Mark, Matthew (and Luke and John) said women were the 
first witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection (hardly a fact one writer, let alone four, would invent in that 
male-dominated culture). Matthew noted the plot to spread a false story of what became of 
Jesus’ body. He ended with a grand summary of Jesus’ mission challenge and promise to all his 
followers (the “Great Commission”—verses 19-20). 
 
Application: Matthew’s account of the women’s reaction—“with great fear and excitement”—
echoed Mark 16:8, with a slightly more positive connotation. We often feel that way when we 
meet something amazing that will cause huge changes in our life. What is there about having 
God at work in your life that has made, or might make you, afraid? What about it fills you with 
the greatest excitement and joy? 
 
Faith Group Discussion: If the sealed, guarded tomb with a huge rock over its door (Matthew 
27:57-66, Mark 16:3-4) was empty, it became a big problem for the Roman and Temple 
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authorities. All they needed to stop the Jesus movement for good was his dead body—but it 
wasn’t there! Matthew said they claimed Jesus’ followers stole the body, an absurd charge 
considering their precautions. Christians travel from all over the world to Jerusalem to see a 
place that has nothing to see. What role does the empty tomb play in your decision to place 
your faith in the risen Jesus? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you turn my world and its values upside down, and I can feel “great fear” 
and “excitement” about that. Because you promise to be with me, I choose to boldly move into 
the reality you lived and died to open to me. Amen. 
 
Luke’s ending—source or echo of Mark 16:12? 
 
Friday, April 26 
 
Scripture: Luke 24:13-35 
On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. They were talking to each other about everything that had happened. While 
they were discussing these things, Jesus himself arrived and joined them on their journey. They 
were prevented from recognizing him. He said to them, "What are you talking about as you walk 
along?" They stopped, their faces downcast. The one named Cleopas replied, "Are you the only 
visitor to Jerusalem who is unaware of the things that have taken place there over the last few 
days?" He said to them, "What things?" They said to him, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth. 
Because of his powerful deeds and words, he was recognized by God and all the people as a 
prophet. But our chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and 
they crucified him. We had hoped he was the one who would redeem Israel. All these things 
happened three days ago. But there's more: Some women from our group have left us stunned. 
They went to the tomb early this morning and didn't find his body. They came to us saying that 
they had even seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. Some of those who were with 
us went to the tomb and found things just as the women said. They didn't see him." Then Jesus 
said to them, "You foolish people! Your dull minds keep you from believing all that the prophets 
talked about. Wasn't it necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?" Then he interpreted for them the things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting 
with Moses and going through all the Prophets. When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he 
was going on ahead. But they urged him, saying, "Stay with us. It's nearly evening, and the day 
is almost over." So he went in to stay with them. After he took his seat at the table with them, he 
took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. They said to each other, "Weren't our 
hearts on fire when he spoke to us along the road and when he explained the scriptures for 
us?" They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying to each other, "The Lord really has risen! He 
appeared to Simon!" Then the two disciples described what had happened along the road and 
how Jesus was made known to them as he broke the bread. 
 
Observation: In Luke’s ending, we see that his research (which he describes in Luke 1:2-4) 
found this unique story (probably echoed in Mark 16:12, part of the longer later ending). 
Unrecognized, Jesus walked with two disciples (likely husband and wife) discussing recent 
events. They were disillusioned (“we had hoped” —verse 21), sad about the crucifixion, and 
stunned that some women said Jesus’ body was not in the tomb. Note: these two followers 
didn’t say they believed the women’s report—just that it puzzled them. 
 



8	
	

Application: N. T. Wright noted, “It wasn’t simply…that they couldn’t recognize him. This is a 
strange feature of the resurrection stories, in Matthew (28:17) and John (20:14; 21:4, 12) as well 
as here…. Jesus’ body, emerging from the tomb, had been transformed. It was the same, yet 
different—a mystery we shall perhaps never unravel until we ourselves share the same risen 
life.” (Commentary on the Gospel of Luke) Does the Easter story move you to want to share that 
risen life, to experience dimensions that for now remain mysterious to us? 
 
Faith Group Discussion:  Cleopas, like the other disciples, was still in the grip of preconceived 
ideas of what the Messiah would be and do (Mark 9:31-32). Have there been times when 
preconceived ideas made it harder for you to trust the story of Jesus? Can you recall finding 
greater joy and peace after letting God alter or overturn some fixed idea you may have held for 
years? 
 
Prayer: Loving Lord, sometimes I face discouragement, disillusionment or disbelief. Please 
come and join me on the road. At those times I especially need your living, loving presence with 
me. Amen. 
 
Luke’s ending—the risen Lord’s mission went on 
 
Saturday, April 27 
 
Scripture: Luke 24:36-53 
While they were saying these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you!" They were terrified and afraid. They thought they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, 
"Why are you startled? Why are doubts arising in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet. 
It's really me! Touch me and see, for a ghost doesn't have flesh and bones like you see I have." 
As he said this, he showed them his hands and feet. Because they were wondering and 
questioning in the midst of their happiness, he said to them, "Do you have anything to eat?" 
They gave him a piece of baked fish. Taking it, he ate it in front of them. Jesus said to them, 
"These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about 
me in the Law from Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened 
their minds to understand the scriptures. He said to them, "This is what is written: the Christ will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and a change of heart and life for the forgiveness 
of sins must be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. Look, I'm sending to you what my Father promised, but you are to 
stay in the city until you have been furnished with heavenly power." 
He led them out as far as Bethany, where he lifted his hands and blessed them. As he blessed 
them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. They worshipped him and returned to 
Jerusalem overwhelmed with joy. And they were continuously in the temple praising God. 
 
Observation: After meeting the risen Christ at Emmaus, the two disciples rushed to Jerusalem 
to share the news with the others. As they were speaking, Jesus himself appeared. Luke 
reported what Jesus did to show them that he was no ghost, but fully alive physically. Jesus 
again explained the Scriptures to the disciples, and commissioned them to share his message 
of repentance and forgiveness of sins. “You are witnesses,” he said, promising that God’s power 
would help them spread his message. 
 
Application: Jesus defeated death, robbing evil of its greatest threat. In other words, the worst 
thing is never the last thing. That is good news— praise God! Jesus’ summary of his message 
in verse 47 was “the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and a change of 
heart and life for the forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name to all nations.” In what 
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ways has believing Jesus rose from the dead changed your heart and life? Jesus’ words in 
verse 48 apply to you today as much as to his first disciples—Jesus called you to share that 
good news with others. In what ways can you be a “witness” and share the hope of the 
resurrection this week? 
  
Prayer: Jesus Messiah, I am so grateful that you conquered death and offer me the hope of 
resurrection! Help me to rejoice in that hope, and to be your witness, sharing that hope with 
others. Amen.  
 


