
1	
	

Follow: 1. Rock Potential 
Luke 5:1-11 
May 5, 2019 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
The following lost pet notice was posted recently. Lost: Black and tan dog of poodle, German 
shepherd and Dachshund descent. Flea bitten, left hind leg missing, no hair on rump, blind and 
recently neutered. Answers to name LUCKY. $50 reward. Who would want to find a dog like 
that? Many would consider themselves lucky if they lost such a dog, and don’t you wonder who 
would pay $50 to get him back? But clearly Lucky’s owners saw in him something precious and 
valuable. Maybe what made this dog lucky was having owners who were prepared to go to 
great lengths and expense to recover this dog named Lucky. 
 
I had teachers like that. I remember learning how to read in the first grade, but I didn’t read very 
well and as a result I didn’t like to read. But my first grade teacher, Mrs. Johnson, knew 
something I didn’t know. And the summer after first grade, I was at her house, just two blocks 
from ours. She had a basement that looked like a library, and that summer she helped me find 
joy in reading. Or Mr. Harder, a graduate of St. Olaf College who was my high school choir 
director. He thought I could be a music teacher and if it wasn’t for his encouragement and 
glowing recommendation I don’t know that I would have applied to St. Olaf – and once a year he 
showed up on campus to encourage me. Or Mrs. Olausen, my speech teacher, I’ve mentioned 
before how I only signed up for a speech class my senior year because someone told me it 
would help me get into college. Who wants to write a speech and then stand in front of a class 
to deliver it? But she saw something in me that I did not see in myself. She encouraged me to 
be part of the speech team and to my surprise I won my first speech competition. I remember 
walking to the poster where the winner’s names were listed, and I wrote her name next to mine 
as a way of acknowledging she was the reason I was there in the first place. 
 
This morning, we begin a new series about what it means to follow Jesus. For the next six 
weeks, we will look at a man named Peter who became one of Jesus’ disciples. Perhaps more 
than any other person in the New Testament, Peter represents human potential. He was an 
ordinary fisherman. He was impulsive and uninhibited. He liked to talk and to act and sometimes 
without careful thought, which often got him in trouble. He made mistakes. He would make 
promises with the best of intentions but often failed to keep those promises. He could think big 
and dream enthusiastically only to end up unable to follow through. He had faith but he also had 
doubts. Sometimes he could be brave and other times run away in fear. When Jesus needed 
him most, he denied even knowing Jesus – and not just once, but three times. He was flawed 
yet faithful. And if we look closely, I think we see something of ourselves in him. 
 
His birth name was Simon bar Jonah which meant Simon, son of John. He grew up in the 
fishing village of Bethsaida on the north side of the Sea of Galilee. Like his father, he was also a 
fisherman. After he married, he moved to the fishing village of Capernaum. It was Jesus who 
gave him the name Peter. Simon and his brother Andrew heard that John the Baptist was 
leading a revival in the wilderness and baptizing people in the Jordan River. They traveled to the 
Jordan where they heard John, and they were baptized. Andrew began following John, and 
Simon returned to fishing in Capernaum. One day, Jesus showed up to be baptized by John 
and John said to Andrew, “this is the Messiah, follow him.” So, Andrew went to get his brother, 
Simon, and he says, “I’ve met the Messiah. You’ve got to meet him too.” And when Jesus meets 
Simon, Jesus gives him a nickname. Jesus immediately saw something in Simon that Simon 
had never seen in himself. Jesus says, You are Simon, son of John. You will be called 
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Cephas.” (John 1:42) A word that is translated Peter, a word that means rock. Everyone else 
may have looked at Simon and saw a fisherman, but Jesus saw rock potential.  
 
After meeting Jesus, Simon and Andrew return home to continue the fishing business. Jesus 
goes into the wilderness for 40 days, then to his hometown of Nazareth, and finally arrives in 
Capernaum. One morning about sunrise, Jesus is teaching a crowd of people when he sees 
Simon. Simon has just brought in his boat. He has been fishing all night, which is how net 
fishing is done on the Sea of Galilee even today. At night, the fish cannot see the net. But on 
this night Simon and those with him have not caught anything. They are tired and discouraged. 
They have just finished cleaning their nets to be ready for the next night, and now they are 
ready to go home and sleep. But Jesus recognizes Simon and steps into his boat and asks 
Simon to push out from the shore so that he can continue teaching the crowd.  
 
Jesus knows that Simon has what is needed. Simon was a fisherman and he had a boat and 
Jesus says, “Can I borrow your boat?” Jesus asks Simon to use what he has. And we do that 
here. Every week in the bulletin or the email that you receive on Thursday – we know you have 
what’s needed. And when you hear what’s needed, or maybe you feel this nudge to do 
something. Or you see a need and realize you could do that. A year ago as we were preparing 
for the Agid family, the team that was planning their arrival asked if we should raise funds to 
purchase the furniture they would need, and I said, we don’t need to purchase furniture because 
you already had what was needed. And you provided. What’s in your boat that Jesus can use?  
 
Here’s the dilemma that so many face. We have very little margin. Anybody else have a life that 
is packed full of things to do, so full you can’t see a way to squeeze anything else into your 
schedule? So usually when it comes to doing something more, there is this hesitation – I can’t 
do this; I don’t want to do this. When Jesus finished speaking to the crowds, he said to 
Simon, “Row out farther, into the deep water, and drop your nets for a catch.” But Jesus, 
we’ve just cleaned the nets and put them away. We are tired. We’ve been awake all night. And 
it’s daytime. We don’t fish during the day, besides you don’t know the first thing about fishing. 
You’re a carpenter. Simon hesitated… drop your nets for a catch. And Simon replied, “But 
because you say so, I’ll drop the nets.” Because you say so… There are times when I sense 
Jesus is calling me to do something, and I don’t have the time or I don’t want to do it. Or I don’t 
think it will really matter even if I do it. Thursdays are my day to work on Sunday’s sermon. I 
look forward to Thursdays. I’m up early, eager to read scripture and study it and discern what I 
might say. I set aside the entire day for this, knowing that if I don’t, I can get to Saturday and be 
in a panic because I won’t know what to say on Sunday. But last Thursday, there were four 
different things that happened to draw me away from what I’d planned to do, and each time, I 
thought, I don’t have time for this – Sunday is coming and I don’t know what to say – I don’t 
have time for this. But then, I’d just read this verse – Lord, because you say so, I’ll do it. I’ve got 
lots of excuses why I can’t do it and only one good reason to do it – because you say so. In my 
first year in ministry, a member of the church I was serving gave me a book by Henri Nouwen – 
and there was one sentence that I’ve never forgotten: “I used to complain about all the 
interruptions to my work until I realized that these interruptions were my work.” Four times, I 
was interrupted on Thursday. Four times, I hesitated – I don’t want to do this. Four times, I did it 
anyway. And each time I came away feeling blessed by what I was able to do. What I realized is 
that the most important things happened in the interruptions. And what happens when Simon 
does what Jesus asks him to do? They filled both boats so full that they were about to sink.  
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Grow, Pray, Study for Week of May 5, 2019 
 
Weekly Prayer: O God, you call us to follow Jesus. You ask great things of us, and you also 
empower us in ways that allow us to accomplish even more than we could ever ask or imagine 
through your power at work within us. May we learn from the witness of your disciple Peter what 
it means to follow and to reach for the full potential that you see in us. Amen. 
 
Monday, May 6, 2019 
 
Scripture: John 1:35-44 
The next day John was standing again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus walking along he 
said, "Look! The Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard what he said, and they followed Jesus. When 
Jesus turned and saw them following, he asked, "What are you looking for?" They said, "Rabbi (which is 
translated Teacher), where are you staying?" He replied, "Come and see." So they went and saw where 
he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. One of 
the two disciples who heard what John said and followed Jesus was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. 
He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated 
Christ ). He led him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon, son of John. You will be 
called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he found 
Philip. Jesus said to him, "Follow me."Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 
 
Observation: Enter Simon (his given name) Peter, perhaps the most colorful, outspoken, and 
brashly human of all Jesus’ first disciples. Spoiler alert: no other follower of Jesus except the 
apostle Paul (who at this point was either a child in Tarsus or a rabbinical student with Gamaliel 
in Jerusalem) played as large a role in carrying on Jesus’ mission in the world as this man 
Simon. So why do we most commonly know him as “Peter”? Read on. 
 
Application: John said Jesus promptly called Simon, not Peter, but Cephas. Cephas means 
“rock” in Aramaic, as “Peter” does in Greek. (Cephas is pronounced kay-fas) Many people have 
nicknames, which usually communicates something about the person. Jesus gave Simon a 
serious nickname, the main name by which we know him today, that meant “Rock,” promising 
stability and strength. Jesus saw a potential in Cephas that he did not yet see in himself. In what 
ways have you grown stronger or more stable since you started to follow Jesus? What growth 
do you look forward to in the future? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to discover and live into both the joyful and the serious dimensions 
of meeting you as the Christ, God’s anointed king. Rule over my life every day. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, May 7 
 
Scripture: Matthew 4:18-20 
As Jesus walked alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, because they were fishermen. "Come, follow me," he said, 
"and I'll show you how to fish for people." Right away, they left their nets and followed him. 
 
Observation: Matthew tells us (and tomorrow, we’ll ready what Luke has to say) that for a time 
Jesus intrigued Andrew and Peter, but they hadn’t yet decided to follow him all the time. Jesus’ 
call, couched in language that related to their everyday work, pointed to a larger, more 
demanding call. Which is harder? To fish for fish or fish for people? Fish may be difficult to 
catch, but nowhere near as challenging to understand and draw in as people. 
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Application: Jesus’ disciples changed their lives a lot to follow him. In addition to leaving their 
nets, going to “fish for people” was a big change. From the very beginning, the calling of 
disciples suggests missionary activity. In what way(s) is Jesus calling you now? What spiritual 
practices help you keep your heart and life open to hear and answer Jesus’ call? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, whether I think I’ve got my life all figured out, or whether I’m searching for 
direction, keep me open to hear your calling. Even more, keep me open to making changes 
when responding to your call requires them. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, May 8 
 
Scripture: Luke 5:1-11 
One day Jesus was standing beside Lake Gennesaret when the crowd pressed in around him to hear 
God's word. Jesus saw two boats sitting by the lake. The fishermen had gone ashore and were washing 
their nets. Jesus boarded one of the boats, the one that belonged to Simon, then asked him to row out a 
little distance from the shore. Jesus sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he finished 
speaking to the crowds, he said to Simon, "Row out farther, into the deep water, and drop your nets for a 
catch." Simon replied, "Master, we've worked hard all night and caught nothing. But because you say so, 
I'll drop the nets." So they dropped the nets and their catch was so huge that their nets were splitting.They 
signaled for their partners in the other boat to come and help them. They filled both boats so full that they 
were about to sink. When Simon Peter saw the catch, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Leave me, Lord, 
for I'm a sinner!" Peter and those with him were overcome with amazement because of the number of fish 
they caught. James and John, Zebedee's sons, were Simon's partners and they were amazed too. Jesus 
said to Simon, "Don't be afraid. From now on, you will be fishing for people." As soon as they brought the 
boats to the shore, they left everything and followed Jesus. 
 
Observation: Luke makes it clear that Jesus and Simon knew each other before this story 
(Luke 4:38-39). Jesus did much of his ministry around the Sea of Galilee’s shoreline, and most 
of his first followers came from that area. But his vision always reached farther than any one 
location. He asked the first disciples to "push into the deep water," hinting at the ultimate task he 
had for them. "Fishing for people" would push them into the deep waters of a whole world filled 
with suffering and spiritual hunger. 
 
Application: Jesus was a rabbi, a teacher. Peter and his partners caught fish for a living. Why 
should professional fishermen like them listen when Jesus said, “Row out farther, into the deep 
water, and drop your nets for a catch” (verse 4)? They agreed “because you say so.” Have you 
ever had a sense that Jesus was calling you to something that was not your inclination? Were 
you open to saying, “Because you say so, Lord”? Are you open to that today? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are my heavenly friend and brother—but you are also Lord of the 
universe. As 
I love and trust you, help me to also hold you in awe and respect. Amen. 
 
Thursday, May 9 
 
Scripture: Mark 3:13-19 
Jesus went up on a mountain and called those he wanted, and they came to him. He appointed twelve 
and called them apostles. He appointed them to be with him, to be sent out to preach, and to have 
authority to throw out demons. He appointed twelve: Peter, a name he gave Simon; James and John, 
Zebedee's sons, whom he nicknamed Boanerges, which means "sons of Thunder"; and Andrew; Philip; 
Bartholomew; Matthew; Thomas; James, Alphaeus' son; Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean; and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus. 
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Observation: We learn a lot about Peter from the fact that in Mark’s list of the twelve, and also 
in the lists in Matthew 10:2, Luke 6:13-16 and Acts 1:13-14, Peter’s name was always first. That 
no doubt reflected his vivid, outspoken personality, but also (here’s another spoiler alert) the 
words Jesus spoke to Peter in Matthew 16:15-18. (“you are Peter. And I’ll build my church on 
this rock.”) Peter was an important leader and spokesperson during Jesus’ time on earth and 
after. 
 
Application: We also see key strengths of Peter’s. Strong leader that he was, when God later 
called Paul to a key responsibility, he recognized and supported Paul’s calling, rather than 
opposing or minimizing it (Galatians 2:7-10). What enables leaders whose character God has 
shaped to be confident in their calling while accepting others with important leadership gifts and 
responsibilities? Have you ever seen a competitive spirit become corrosive to the mission of 
Jesus' kingdom? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me a spirit willing to step up to whatever responsibilities you call me 
to, while never feeling rivalry with others you call. Make me a humble leader like Peter. Amen. 
 
Friday, May 10 
 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:3-9 
Since you have tasted that the Lord is good. Now you are coming to him as to a living stone. Even though 
this stone was rejected by humans, from God's perspective it is chosen, valuable. You yourselves are 
being built like living stones into a spiritual temple. You are being made into a holy priesthood to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Thus it is written in scripture, Look! I 
am laying a cornerstone in Zion, chosen, valuable. The person who believes in him will never be 
shamed. So God honors you who believe. For those who refuse to believe, though, the stone the builders 
tossed aside has become the capstone. This is a stone that makes people stumble and a rock that makes 
them fall. Because they refuse to believe in the word, they stumble. Indeed, this is the end to which they 
were appointed. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who are God's 
own possession. You have become this people so that you may speak of the wonderful acts of the one 
who called you out of darkness into his amazing light. 
 
Observation: Peter saturated his description of what it meant to belong to God’s people, the 
church, with quotations and allusions to the Hebrew Scriptures. Peter, like Paul, saw the Jesus 
movement as an extension and fulfilment of the call God first gave to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-
3. What Andrew and Simon Peter thought they were doing was looking for the Messiah. What 
they didn’t realize was that the 
Messiah was looking for them. 
 
Application: In what ways do you resonate with the idea that you have been “called out of 
darkness” into God’s amazing light? What type(s) of darkness has God had to dispel in your 
life? Have you ever stopped to ponder the idea that, in Christ, you are a member of “a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who are God’s own possession”? How can that 
reshape your sense of mission and purpose in life? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you came looking for me, maybe before I even knew I needed you. Thank 
you! Help me to live a life built on you, not one that stumbles over your call. Amen. 
 
Saturday, May 11 
 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:9-10 
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who are God's own possession. 
You have become this people so that you may speak of the wonderful acts of the one who called you out 
of darkness into his amazing light. Once you weren't a people, but now you are God's people. Once you 
hadn't received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
Observation: Peter carried a profound sense of responsibility. Jesus had called him, not just to 
relax and bask in God’s love, but to “fish for people.” That was the calling for all the Christian 
converts to whom he wrote, too. Peter uses words and images from the Jewish Scriptures to 
apply Israel’s special identity to his Gentile audience. Israel is God’s chosen race (Isaiah 43:20), 
royal priesthood (Exodus 19:6), holy nation (Exodus 19:6) and a people who are God’s own 
possession (Exodus 19:5). The same can now be said of these believers in Jesus. Peter knew 
that God calls all Christ followers, like Israel, to be a blessing to all the people of the world. 
 
Application: As one of God’s people (“a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people who are God’s own possession”—wow!), how do you or will you live so that others can 
know God’s love and mercy? How can the faith community to which you belong show God’s 
grace and light in ways you can’t do alone? How can a sense that together we are God’s hands 
in the world help you more clearly and deeply understand the meaning of “church”? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you changed Peter from an ordinary fisherman to a man from whose life 
and writings we learn over 2000 years after his death. Empower me to live in ways that will have 
eternal value as a member of your “royal priesthood” on earth. Amen. 
 
And what does Simon do? He falls to his knees and says, “I’m a sinner.” Why does he say that? 
Because this man Jesus is clearly more than a man. He is able to command fish to come to 
surface to fill the nets – and Simon almost missed that because he didn’t want to do it. And 
Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid. From now on, you will be fishing for people.” To be Christians, 
Jesus asks us to follow - asks us to fish for people. He’s starting a movement. This world is filled 
with people who are trying to start movements, but Jesus is fishing for people, people who will 
love God and love one another – people who will love their enemies and pray for those who 
persecute them. Jesus is looking for people who will transform the world – people who are 
ready to be used to heal a broken world. Who will join this movement?  
 
Peter used what he had – and that’s all Jesus needed. Peter had potential that he couldn’t see – 
rock potential. Every morning, I wake up and say, “Here I am, Lord. What do you want me to 
do?” Peter was a rock and devoted his life to fishing for people. 
 
Last week, I was reading an article about Maurice Cheeks, who was inducted into the NBA Hall 
of Fame in 2018. After he retired as a player, he went on to coach several NBA teams, currently 
an assistant coach for the Oklahoma City Thunder. The article described one of the highlights of 
his career – and it wasn’t even playing basketball. Just before the start of NBA playoff game in 
2003, a 13-year old girl named Natalie Gilbert walked to midcourt as the packed arena stood to 
hear her sing the national anthem. She did fine for the first few lines, but somewhere around 
“the twilight’s last gleaming,” she forgot the words. She closed her eyes and shook her head 
and began to cry. Desperate, she looked around for someone. That’s when Maurice Cheeks 
walked toward her, put his arm around her, and began singing with her. He encouraged the 
crowd to sing along. Together, they made it all the way through. And later when Maurice was 
asked why he came alongside, he said, I don’t know. I couldn’t believe I did it. He said, “I looked 
up and knew she was struggling. I knew the words and I knew I could help her.”  
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Is God nudging you? You may have all the ability in the world but if you do not have the 
availability, the willingness to be touched and embraced and strengthened by the presence of 
Christ then you have not learned the lesson of rock potential. Jesus only asks you to use what 
you have and through the power of Christ, you will be transformed from what is to what can be.  
 


