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At the Movies: 2. You Really Are a Wonder! 
Mark 3:1-6 
July 14, 2019 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
Do you remember that moment when the dreams for your life were not working out the way you 
wanted them to? What you wanted to be when you grew up. Or, the way you thought your 
family would look. Or maybe it was your health and it didn’t turn out the way you thought it 
would. That’s where this morning’s movie begins – a family that finds themselves in a place they 
never imagined and never wanted to be. How do you make your way in that kind of world? 
 
The movie, Wonder, is the story of a family of four, living in New York City. The story is told 
through the lens of the youngest child, August or Auggie, who is 10 years old and entering the 
fifth grade. At the age of 10, he has already been through 27 different surgeries. He has 
enduring things that most of us do not experience in a lifetime. The title of the movie is a 
description of who Auggie is – a wonder – though that’s not how the world sees him. Auggie 
was born with Treacher’s Collins Syndrome, a rare genetic mutation that affects the 
development of bones and other tissues of the face, and the 27 surgeries have left his face 
deformed. We live in a world where we all want to fit in, and when one person is not like all the 
others, that person doesn’t immediately fit it. There are particularly painful moments for Auggie 
and his family. Everywhere Auggie goes, people see that he is not like others. So let’s meet 
Auggie in his own words. [Auggie introduces himself, the surgeries that he has had, and the 
isolation that he feels.] 
 
Auggie is an ordinary kid who loves doing what ordinary kids do, but he is deeply aware that he 
does not look like ordinary kids. He describes the isolation that he feels: ordinary kids don’t 
cause other kids to run away in fear just by the way they look; ordinary kids don’t get stared at. 
Auggie’s physical deformity is so painful to him that every morning, he wakes up and sees this 
thing that makes him less than, and so he put on this helmet. Why an astronaut’s helmet? 
Because when he’s wearing the helmet, he is set free. He can look up. People can’t see the one 
thing that separates him from everyone else. The helmet is his way of feeling ordinary. Can you 
relate to this? – to pretend to be like others so you don’t stand out – to try to be someone other 
than who God created you to be. Imagine the pain: if who you are, makes you feel “less than.” 
Imagine how much effort it takes to hide every day: needing an astronaut’s helmet just to feel 
free.  
 
You and I don’t put on a helmet every time we leave the house, but I think we know what it is to 
hide those things we don’t want other people to see or to know about us that makes us feel less 
than others. Maybe if we can hide it, others won’t see who we really are. What helmets do you 
put on? What are you hoping others won’t see? There can even be that kind of pressure here. If 
I come to church, what will people see? What if people look at me and know or recognize what 
I’m trying to hide? Can I face that if I come to church? Maybe I can slip in late and slip out early 
and people won’t see, or just stay at home and watch online. OR, what if the people around you 
think more highly of you than you really are? It’s hard work to maintain that image. Every pastor 
and every public figure that I know struggles with this. Our public persona is important, and how 
do you maintain that if your private life does not match. And I think we all struggle with this at 
times. Parents, who want their children to have a certain image of who they are. Children, who 
want their parents to have a certain image of who they are. Spouses do this. Have you ever 
spent more time at work because your persona there was easier to maintain? 



2	
	

 
What if you could not hide? What if people saw you for your imperfections? What if when they 
looked at you they saw LIMITATIONS, ADDICTIONS, HABITS, UNHAPPY, FEAR, TRAUMA, 
INSECURITIES, FAILURES. We don’t want people to know because it makes us feel “less 
than.” But Auggie can’t hide. At one point, his sister says, “Let them stare, because you can’t 
blend in when you were born to stand out.” Lean into your extra-ordinariness, Auggie. His 
parents tried to hide him, to shelter him. They homeschooled him until he excels beyond his 
parent’s ability to homeschool him. So they enroll Auggie in a private school at the start of 5th 
grade. Imagine his parent’s anxiety, because he can’t wear the helmet at school. He’s 
vulnerable. In this scene, we watch as they prepare for that first day of school. [This scene ends 
with his parents watching as Auggie walks into school. His mom says, “God, please make them 
be kind to him.”] 
 
I think every parent knows how that feels. I still remember standing in our driveway with tear-
filled eyes as our daughter got on the school bus for the first time. She was stepping outside our 
sphere of influence and we were terrified. How will she be treated? Auggie’s dad says, “Auggie, 
you are going to feel like you are all alone, but you are not.” Whenever we find ourselves in a 
place of vulnerability, we are not alone. God is with us. God does not ever leave us alone. God 
loves us and wants us to remember that. Auggie’s first morning isn’t great but it’s okay. He gets 
through it. But then there’s lunch. And in the lunch room, he’s all alone, and others let him feel 
all alone. No one sits at his table, and they are watching him. Will anyone have the courage to 
sit with him? And all the while Auggie is trying to pretend it doesn’t matter. 
 
And that’s the moment we find in the third chapter of Mark. It’s not a lunch room but a 
church/synagogue. Everyone is there, but one person present is not like all the others – and 
that’s the man with the withered hand. Jesus returned to the synagogue. A man with a 
withered hand was there. Wanting to bring charges against Jesus, they were watching 
Jesus closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath. This is like every other Sabbath for 
Jesus. He goes to the synagogue, but this morning all eyes are on the one thing that is different 
– the man with the withered hand. What will happen to this man? Who would get close to him? If 
you get too close, you might get what he has! And as they stare at the man, who enters? Jesus. 
What Would Jesus Do? The Pharisees are watching. They are known for their faithfulness to 
the Law. They are model believers, and the laws of the Sabbath forbid certain things, like work 
and any non-lifesaving actions. Sabbath is the time for worship – to be filled with the presence 
of God. And if Jesus does some act of healing on this man on the Sabbath, they could charge 
him. And so everyone is watching. Who will care for the man with the withered hand? But 
nobody really sees this man. They don’t see what he wants or needs or his longing for life. And 
then this happens. Jesus said to the man with the withered hand, “Step up where people 
can see you.” Then he said to them, “Is it legal on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to 
save life or to kill?” But they said nothing. Looking around at them with anger, deeply 
grieved at their unyielding hearts, he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he did, 
and his hand was made healthy. 
 
Jesus sees the man – really sees the man. What’s the right thing to do? For Jesus, it’s time to 
break free from conventional ideas and social protocols. Jesus meets the man who has been 
isolated by everyone else. And he says, “You are not alone. You are loved. I am with you.” And 
the man is restored. And moments later the Pharisees have the evidence they need to plan for 
Jesus’ death. This story as well as the movie asks the question: Are we to be right or are we to 
be kind? Where do we put our focus? Be right or be kind? There was a great example of this in 
last year’s Minnesota State High School baseball tournament. Two teams made it to the 
championship game and on one team there was a best friend who was the pitcher and on the 
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other team his best friend who was batter. It was the last out of the final inning – the state 
championship on the line. One would be the winner and the other the loser – and watch what 
happens. [baseball video] This is not how it is supposed to work. The pitcher is supposed to 
celebrate with his team, but instead all the pitcher could see was his friend in despair who 
stands at the plate defeated. And so the pitcher runs to the batter and says, “you are not alone. I 
am with you.” Is it right or is it kind? 
 
Time and again, Jesus chooses kind over being right. He touches the untouchable. He sees our 
imperfections and loves us still. All Jesus sees is a child of God. And that’s how he wants us to 
treat each other. Choose Kind. Choose Kind. And this brings us to a scene near the end of the 
movie. Auggie on his final day of 5th grade, and as his family prepares for the end-of-the-year 
awards ceremony, he has this conversation with his dad (and I think I hear God speaking). [In 
this scene, the father notes that Auggie no longer wears the helmet. He says, “I love to see my 
son’s face.”] 
 
I think God is saying that to you: “Even with all your imperfections, I love you. You are mine.” 
And Jesus wants us to see each other just like that.  
 
So here’s my challenge for you: Who is in your world – at your office or school or neighborhood 
or family? Who do you need to see differently? And then, how will you choose kindness and 
reach out to that person – break with conventions ways and meet that person where he or she 
is – so they will know they are not alone. 
 
May we experience in such acts, the breaking through of God’s kingdom here on earth. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of July 14, 2019 
 
Weekly Prayer: O God, search our hearts and reveal that which is questionable in your sight. 
Cultivate the kindness of Jesus deep within us, so that we would discern when to stand firm as 
well as when to yield. Help us embody the sense of community that our Lord Jesus sought to 
share through his words and actions. Amen. 
 
Monday, July 15 
 
Scripture: Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against things like this. 
 
Observation: Mr. Tushman, the wise school principal in the film Wonder, urged staff and 
students to be “Kinder than is necessary. Because it’s not enough to be kind. One should be 
kinder than needed.” When the apostle Paul listed some of the key qualities God offers to grow 
in us, he put kindness squarely at the center of the list. Paul believed that all Christ-followers, 
not just the naturally kind ones, could receive the fruit of kindness when the Holy Spirit infuses 
and directs all parts of our life. 
 
Application: As God’s people, we know we need to depend on the Holy Spirit’s guidance to 
grow in kindness and other good qualities. Thoughtfully reflect on the qualities Paul called “the 
fruit of the Spirit.” Which of them do you most appreciate when others exercise them toward 
you? Which of them seem to come most naturally to you? Which of them do you struggle with 
the most? How do you believe growing in the qualities with which you struggle would deepen 
and enrich your relationships? 
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Prayer: Come, Holy Spirit! Bear your fruit in my life, transforming me daily from the inside out. 
Unite me in kindness and love with all my brothers and sisters in the human family. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, July 16 
 
Scripture: Matthew 17:5-6 
While he was still speaking, look, a bright cloud overshadowed them. A voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my Son whom I dearly love. I am very pleased with him. Listen to him!” Hearing 
this, the disciples fell on their faces, filled with awe. 
 
Observation: Auggie, Wonder’s protagonist, was born with Treacher Collins syndrome, which 
severely deformed his face. At one point, his father told Auggie, “I know you don’t always like 
[your face], but I love it. It’s my son’s face.” Jesus received similar (but even more cosmic) 
affirmation. Usually, Jesus looked like just another person—but on this occasion, “his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as light” (Matthew 17:2). God meant this 
dramatic moment not as a random light show, but to prepare Jesus and his disciples for the 
cross that lay just ahead. 
 
Application: When this happened, Peter, James and John were still struggling to understand 
what Jesus was all about. What do you know about their later lives as apostles that suggested 
that they did, indeed, “listen” to Jesus? How has “listening” to Jesus changed your life for the 
better? 
 
Prayer: God, you commanded us to listen to Jesus. Guide me that I may learn from Jesus’ 
teachings through sermon, Scripture and song more attentively and personally than I ever have. 
Amen. 
 
Wednesday, July 17 
 
Scripture: Mark 8:23-25 
Taking the blind man’s hand, Jesus led him out of the village. After spitting on his eyes and 
laying his hands on the man, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” The man looked up and 
said, “I see people. They look like trees, only they are walking around.” Then Jesus placed his 
hands on the man’s eyes again. He looked with his eyes wide open, his sight was restored, and 
he could see everything clearly. 
 
Observation: After this story, Mark recorded Jesus predicting his death four times (8:31-33, 
9:12-13, 9:30-32, 10:33-34). Each time, the disciples were confused and distraught. Their 
confusion about the mission and identity of Jesus indicates that, like the blind man, their vision 
is still partial. The disciples are in need of a second touch. In Wonder, Mr. Tushman urged 
Auggie’s fellow students to look again, saying: “Auggie can’t change the way he looks. Maybe 
we can change the way we see.” At times, if our life looks confusing or full of pointless suffering, 
we may need to look again, asking Jesus to change the way we see. 
 
Application: Mr. Tushman offered his students a second chance to form caring relationships 
with Auggie by asking them to “change the way they see” him. With whom in your life, do you 
need a second chance? Have you been guilty of wanting them to change the way they look (or 
act or believe)? How can you instead try to change the way you see? 
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Prayer: Lord God, there is tremendous hope in the mystery of your healing. Help us continue to 
look for your grace and love, even when we face disappointments. Touch our eyes that we 
might look with generosity and kindness at those around us. Amen. 
 
Thursday, July 18 
 
Scripture: Philippians 3:12-14 
It’s not that I have already reached this goal or have already been perfected, but I pursue it, so 
that I may grab hold of it because Christ grabbed hold of me for just this purpose. Brothers and 
sisters, I myself don’t think I’ve reached it, but I do this one thing: I forget about the things 
behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. The goal I pursue is the prize of God’s 
upward call in Christ Jesus. 
 
Observation: In Wonder, Mr. Browne was Auggie’s homeroom teacher. Mr. Browne asked his 
students, “Who is it that I aspire to be? That is the question that we should be asking ourselves 
all the time.” The only way to get where we are going is to keep reaching out for it. The apostle 
Paul knew that God is calling us forward, asking us to live each day like pilgrims on a journey to 
an eternal destination we have not yet reached. 
 
Application: At times, a congregation (or each of us as an individual member of the 
congregation) can be tempted to decide, “We’ve arrived—we’re doing enough.” How can we as 
a congregation, and as individuals, always remember that we have not yet reached our goal that 
God always has more ahead for us? How can you support and live out this forward-looking 
spirit? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you never got stuck in nostalgia—you were always looking to the future. 
Take the wheel of my life, and direct me into the future that you call me to. Amen. 
 
Friday, July 19 
 
Scripture: Matthew 20:24-28, 5:14-16 
Now when the other ten disciples heard about this, they became angry with the two brothers. 
But Jesus called them over and said, “You know that those who rule the Gentiles show off their 
authority over them and their high-ranking officials order them around. But that’s not the way it 
will be with you. Whoever wants to be great among you will be your servant. Whoever wants to 
be first among you will be your slave — just as the Human One didn’t come to be served but 
rather to serve and to give his life to liberate many people.” 
 
You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all 
who are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the 
good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven. 
 
Observation: In Wonder, Auggie’s older sister, Via (short for Olivia) faced her own challenges. 
But she cheered her brother on, telling him, “You can’t blend in when you were born to stand 
out. Show them.” Jesus called his followers to stand out, too—but not in the way James and 
John thought. They pictured human greatness, but Jesus said, “The great ones in my Kingdom 
serve.” Jesus called all his followers to be “the light of the world,” people through whom God’s 
light brightens the dark, hurting places around us. The purpose of such “servants standing out” 
is not to make people praise us, but to praise our Father in heaven. 
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Application: Who has been a light in your life? What have you learned about living as a 
channel for God’s light from their example? Thank that person or persons. And who do you 
know whose world you have an opportunity to brighten? Prayerfully choose one specific step 
you can take to bring the light of God’s love into their life this week. 
 
Prayer: Loving God, teach me how to open my heart more and more to your light. Fill me to 
overflowing with that light, so that it shines out to everyone with whom I come in contact. Amen. 
 
Saturday, July 20 
 
Scripture: Ephesians 4:29-32 
Don’t let any foul words come out of your mouth. Only say what is helpful when it is needed for 
building up the community so that it benefits those who hear what you say. Don’t make the Holy 
Spirit of God unhappy—you were sealed by him for the day of redemption. Put aside all 
bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, and slander, along with every other evil. Be 
kind, compassionate, and forgiving to each other, in the same way God forgave you in Christ. 
 
Observation: When Wonder ended, Auggie received a medal for his courage during the year. 
He told the crowd in the school gym, “Be kind, for everyone is fighting a hard battle. And if you 
really want to see what people are, all you have to do is look.” Too often we see unkind words 
and actions tear down community and set people against one another. Today’s reading makes it 
clear that God cannot possibly find such unkind words and acts acceptable. Being kind requires 
letting God change the inner sources from which our words and actions spring. We aim to be a 
community in which we “only say what is helpful when it is needed for building up the 
community so that it benefits those who hear what [we] say.” 
 
Application: Living as a Christian demands that we grow up in our thinking. We have to learn to 
identify our own moods and behavior patterns, to see which ones are going in the right direction 
and which ones in the wrong direction. People who are enslaved to anger may think they are 
‘free’ to ‘be themselves’, but they are in bondage. If we are marked out by the Spirit’s personal 
presence living in us, think how sad it makes that Spirit if we behave in ways which don’t reflect 
the life and love of God. When have you said or done something that hurt someone else, and 
asked, “Why did I do that?” What helps you better understand your inner self to keep you from 
reacting in ways you regret and wish you could take back? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you fearlessly challenged evil. But you were always ready to extend mercy 
and kindness to anyone who responded, in even small ways, to your message. Keep reshaping 
me into your image. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


