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I’d like you to meet Oliver. He’s our 5 year old grandson. He has a kind heart. He is a super big 
brother.  He is loves Ferris wheels, riding his bike without the training wheels, and he tells killer 
knock knock jokes. He is inquisitive and perceptive and he’s starting to figure out that the world 
can be a scary place. And so for the first time in his life, he’s afraid of the dark. So when his 
parents tuck him into bed, they have to talk about this new fear. Elizabeth and Josh listen 
patiently and then tenderly reassure him that their job as his parents is to keep him safe and 
that they will always be there to protect him. Then they tell him that after they turn off the lights, 
if he is afraid, he can check in with them on his video monitor. You’ve seen these. Yes? 
Originally this monitor was purchased so his mom and dad could keep an eye on him as a busy, 
curious toddler but now it has a new purpose. Most nights, after he’s tucked into bed and the 
lights are turned off, Oliver will sit up in his bed, look directly in the monitor and ask, “Mom?  
Dad?  Are you with me?” to which they always reply through the monitor, “Yes, Oliver.  We’re 
with you.”  And this is all the reassurance that Oliver needs to overcome his fear in that moment 
and go to sleep.  It takes courage to brave the darkness and it is always better when we have 
someone who will go with us.  
  
We are in the middle of a series about courage that is inspired by the book, Just Courage, by 
Gary Haugen, the founder of International Justice Mission.  Courage lies deep within each of us 
waiting to be discovered but it is not self-initiated or self-sustaining. Courage is the strength of 
God infused into our being, produced within us by the Holy Spirit. It is part of our DNA instilled in 
us as a follower of Jesus Christ. First, we learned that it takes courage just to leave our comfort 
zone and take the path of adventure. Then, last week that God creates the path but we have a 
choice whether to take it or not. Taking this path is hard work but it means living fully and 
completely as followers of Jesus to make a difference in this world.  And that brings us to today.  
God wants to shine a light into the dark places of injustice in this world and he does that through 
us.  
 
Haugen says as Christians, it is up to us to think clearly about the struggle for justice in a way 
that empowers us for the right, responsible and effective action in the world, actions that are 
both pleasing to God and meaningful to those who are hurting. The Bible is very clear about 
how we are to respond to those who are suffering from abuse and oppression. When it comes 
to God’s position on injustice, God is straightforward. God hates it and wants it to stop.  
 
Why does God hate it so much?  Because he has a deep love for the victims of injustice.  God 
is intensely, personally present in their suffering and will not remain still. The Lord says, 
“Because the poor are oppressed, because of the groans of the needy, I’m now standing up. I 
will provide the help they are gasping for.” Psalm 12:5 
 
So what does it mean when we say that God is a God of justice? First, it means that God is a 
God of compassion.  The word compassion comes from two Latin words that mean “to suffer 
with”.  Psalm 116:5-6 says, “Our God is compassionate. The Lord protects simple folk; he saves 
me whenever I am brought down.” God is with the victims of injustice and feels their suffering. 
 
To say that God is a God of justice also is to say that God is a God of rescue. Psalm 10:17-18 
says, “Oh Lord, you will hear the desire of the meek; you will strengthen their heart, you will 



incline your ear to do justice, for the orphaned and the oppressed, so that those from earth may 
strike terror no more.”   
 
You may be thinking, “Well if God wants to rescue the oppressed, what is the actual plan for 
doing so? Because now, 2,000 years after Jesus, we still have a big problem.”  The poor and 
oppressed are still calling out for relief and for the most part, don’t seem to be appreciatively 
closer to a world of justice and compassion. Over and over again in Scripture, we read that God 
calls his people (us, you and me) to “do justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, and 
plead for the widow.” (Isaiah 1:17). 
 
And when it comes to praying and working for justice, Jesus is explicit about persevering in 
faith. He illustrated it in today’s parable about the widow and the judge.  At first glance, I think 
it’s a rather bothersome and strange parable that challenges us to search not only for a possible 
meaning and application for our life, but also for any sense of the presence of God.  
  
The judge in this story is not presented in any kind of favorable light and does not fulfill the role 
and responsibility assigned to him. Rather than being an advocate for others, like this widow, 
this judge at first ignores her, seems to act against her.  Instead of hearing her complaints in a 
fair and impartial way.  This judge clearly has no time or interest in helping this woman. 
  
A widow in that culture would have been one of the most hopeless of people. She had lost 
whatever social standing she might have had. In essence, she had lost her life. She was living 
on the edge of society, overlooked, ignored, forgotten. She had no voice, no influence, and no 
future. She turns to the one person who might have helped her but instead found more 
rejection. 
  
Jesus recognizes and highlights the disparity of power that exists between these two. The judge 
can only help us see and experience God in an inverse, upside-down manner. God is not like 
this at all, Jesus says. In fact, quite the opposite, God is everything this judge is not.  
  
The widow does finally get a judgement in her favor but we cannot ignore why or how it 
happens. The judge does finally give in, not because of any sense of justice or compassion, but 
rather simply because she has become a nuisance. And because she is going to wear him out 
by continually showing up. “Just give her what she wants and get her away from me.” He 
chooses expediency and convenience over any sense of compassion or mercy. 
  
What in the world is Jesus up to here? And, what in the world Luke is up to in the retelling of this 
story? He sets us up with that introductory comment about how we are to pray and not lose 
heart, and then follows with this story? Well, if that's the way Luke wants us to read it, how are 
we to draw any insight into prayer or about the life of faith or how we are to live in this world 
from a story like this?  
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, believed that this parable was to warn us against a 
“fatal extreme with regard to prayer.” And Luke is connecting prayer with not giving up. Or, as 
Wesley phrased it, "a weariness" - a sense that our prayers are not getting results so why 
bother. 
  
For those who read Scriptures, who pay attention to the spiritual disciplines and strive to grow in 
our faith, we know that prayer is essential. We remember the encouragement from the Apostle 
Paul that we should "pray without ceasing" and that we should "pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people.”  The widow in this story captures that with her tenacity and 



determination. But when prayers go unanswered, or we do not get what we had hoped for, a 
weariness settles in. We begin to give up. So what can we take from this parable that might help 
us unleash the power of prayer for living faithfully? 
  
I believe it is this. God’s justice and mercy and the power of love and compassion, will 
ultimately prevail.  
  
The widow received justice and mercy and I suspect she was never the same again. And then 
Jesus connects the dots between persistent prayer and faithful living as a way of urging us to 
align our lives with that holy love and compassion. It is important for our spiritual lives to be 
engaged in persistent prayer, but it is also important to live faithfully as a result of having been 
the recipients of God's love, mercy, and grace in our lives. 
 
In a time of 24/7 news, it can be easy to focus into a constant barrage of news reports that point 
to the darkness in the world, that points to a world filled with hopelessness and cause us to lose 
hope. Or, we can lean into what Jesus says and align our lives with that holy love and 
compassion.  
 
Edmund Burke said that “all that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good people to do 
nothing.” If people of good-will lose hope and simply give up, evil will triumph. But, if people of 
good-will persevere in hope, evil will eventually give way. Martin Luther King believed that, “the 
arc of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice.” And God has given into our 
human hands the power to bend it more quickly.  
 
There is a popular song by Matt West called Do Something. Here’s a short excerpt: 
I just couldn't bear the thought of people living in poverty 
Children sold into slavery, the thought disgusted me 
So, I shook my fist at Heaven and said, “God, why don't you do something?" 
God said, "I did... I created you." 
 
In the middle of the third century, a terrible plague, believed to be measles or smallpox, 
devastated the Roman Empire. 5,000 people died every day in Rome alone. This coincided with 
the first empire-wide persecution of Christians under the emperor Decius. Not surprisingly, 
Decius and other enemies of the Church blamed Christians for the plague. That claim was, 
however, undermined by two inconvenient facts: Christians died from the plague like everybody 
else but, unlike everybody else, they did something about it.  They cared for the victims of the 
plague, including their pagan neighbors. They stayed in the afflicted cities when pagan leaders, 
including physicians, fled. An epidemic that seemed like the end of the world actually promoted 
the spread of Christianity. By their actions in the face of possible death, Christians showed their 
neighbors that "Following Christ is worth dying for." 
 
Someone who is doing something about injustice right down the road from us in Minneapolis, is 
Mauri Friestleben.  She has been the principal at Lucy Laney Elementary School in North 
Minneapolis. You may remember Mauri. Messiah Church first met her in January of 2018 when 
she was the guest speaker at our Martin Luther King Health Kit Packing party out at the Medina 
Ballroom. If you’ve been out and about lately, maybe you may have noticed message on 
billboards and city buses that say Minnesota schools are the worst in our nation for children of 
color. And Lucy Laney Elementary School has been at the bottom of the state’s list for 
underperforming schools for the past 20 years. But this determined, charismatic principal and 
her staff are doing something about it.  They are determined to shine a light of love and 



compassion into the lives of their students. This a story of inspiration, perseverance and the 
power of love.  
 
It takes courage to be the go first, to enter the darkness and run towards danger. But the 
struggle for justice will always stand or fall on the battlefield of hope and as Christ followers, we 
are called to be hope-filled, to live on the edge, get out of our comfort zones, leave the visitors’ 
center, charge the darkness, and put our own comfort at risk even if doing the right thing carries 
risks to us. 
 
This Mother Theresa quote sums it all up. “I used to pray that God would feed the hungry, or do 
this or do that, but now I pray that he will guide me to whatever I’m supposed to do, what I can 
do.  I used to pray for answers, but now I’m praying for strength.  I used to believe that prayer 
changes things, but now I know that prayer changes us and we can things.”   May it be so.  
Amen. 
 
GPS for the Week of September 22, 2019 
 
Weekly Prayer 
Holy Spirit, You are the restless breath of love that sweeps through the world. You move where 
you will, breaking down barriers, stirring hearts to change and making all things possible. Inspire 
me to hunger and thirst for justice and sweep through the world bringing great change. May the 
bounty of your goodness be shared more justly, so I may share in the rich blessings of your 
creation. Bring transformation in my praying and living, so that I may act justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with you all the days of my life. Amen. 
 
Monday, September 23 
 
Scripture: Ephesians 2:2-10 
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he 
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
Observation: “Why am I alive?” Asking that, and wrestling with possible answers, is central to a 
fully human life. The apostle Paul wrote to Christians in Ephesus that God saved us FROM a 
broken, self-seeking life for a very specific purpose. God’s mission, “the kingdom of God,” is to 
restore not just individuals, but this whole broken world to its divine purpose. God saved us FOR 
a new life joining in God’s work to reclaim our broken world. We are God’s accomplishment 
living out the quality of life God created us for. 
 
Application: To what extent have God’s priorities become not just a sporadic exercise you try 
to follow during a special church activity, but woven into every part of how you live your life? 
How open are you to letting God guide even your life’s “secular” parts—driving, shopping, 
business dealings, vacations, playing and watching sports, and the like? 
 



Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to be your accomplishment, to be an example of what your spiritual 
craftsmanship can do in a human being. Please keep shaping and guiding me in all I do today. 
Amen. 
 
Tuesday, September 24 
 
Psalm 116:12-14; Deuteronomy 10:14-20 
What can I give back to the Lord for all the good things he has done for me? I’ll lift up the cup of 
salvation. I’ll call on the Lord’s name. I’ll keep the promises I made to the Lord in the presence 
of all God’s people. 
 
Clearly, the Lord owns the sky, the highest heavens, the earth, and everything in it. But the Lord 
adored your ancestors, loving them and choosing the descendants that followed them— you— 
from all other people. That’s how things still stand now. So circumcise your hearts and stop 
being so stubborn, because the Lord your God is the God of all gods and Lord of all lords, the 
great, mighty, and awesome God who doesn’t play favorites and doesn’t take bribes. He enacts 
justice for orphans and widows, and he loves immigrants, giving them food and clothing. That 
means you must also love immigrants because you were immigrants in Egypt. Revere the Lord 
your God, serve him, cling to him, swear by his name alone! 
 
Observation: When we accept God’s forgiveness, Psalm 116 said, we respond with profound 
gratitude. The psalmist didn’t see gratitude as just a feeling—it resulted in concrete actions. 
Deuteronomy 16 emphasized that with a phrase that may sound startling or puzzling at first: 
“Circumcise your hearts.” To circumcise one’s heart in order to become a part of the Lord’s 
covenant people was the internal equivalent of covenantal commitment to the Lord, observable 
by God, not a human being. Circumcised Israelites loved God from the inside out, and God 
sustained their trust in him. Israel’s faith translated that inner commitment to the Lord into 
actions that showed God’s concern for all people, especially those who needed help. In theory 
(though too often not in practice—e.g. Isaiah 58:2-10), Israel was a nation in which everyone 
sought the well-being of all. 
 
Application: Using the terms ‘widow’ and ‘fatherless’ together may have been a way of 
designating disadvantaged classes in general. Groups other than true widows and orphans 
easily might have fallen into this category. In virtually every nation and culture, those who are 
“weaker,” “outsiders,” or “different” face prejudice because of ethnicity, poverty, lack of 
education or many other markers of “otherness.” When have you seen “disadvantaged” people 
ignored or treated with contempt? Has that ever happened to you? How can you make things 
better rather than worse when such ugly actions happen? How can you faithfully serve “the 
great, mighty, and awesome God who doesn’t play favorites”? 
 
Prayer: Lord of all, when difference offends me, or when prejudice enrages me, remind me that 
you came to change my heart. Help me learn, like you, to be one who “doesn’t play favorites.” 
Amen. 
 
Wednesday, September 25 
 
Scripture: Psalm 82:1-4 
God takes his stand in the divine council; he gives judgment among the gods: “How long will 
you judge unjustly by granting favor to the wicked? Give justice to the lowly and the orphan; 
maintain the right of the poor and the destitute! Rescue the lowly and the needy. Deliver them 
from the power of the wicked! 



 
Observation: In this psalm, the entire “divine council” heard a basic principle of God’s rule: to 
ensure justice and rescue for “the lowly and the needy.” Some Hebrew writing drew from 
images common in the nations around them, like the image of a council of gods. Israelites, 
however, saw the one true God as presiding, with angels or heavenly spirits as council 
members (cf. also Job 1:6). With no legal or social status, and no male relative to take their 
side, widows or orphans in that society simply had no way to help themselves. Yet in the psalms 
and in many of Israel’s laws, it was clear that God cared passionately about helping the most 
helpless. 
 
Application: A key part of our heritage as Methodists came from John Wesley’s stress on 
holding together the “evangelical gospel” (the good news of salvation as God’s gift, received by 
faith) with the “social gospel” (the good news that God actively seeks justice and help, 
particularly for the weak and powerless). When have you needed spiritual salvation? When (if 
ever) have you felt powerless, and needed justice or help? Why is it important that God’s people 
address both needs? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, I trust you to be my help and my strength, even when all else fails me. Use 
me as one of your instruments to bring justice to your world. Amen. 
 
Thursday, September 26 
 
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. A man there named Zacchaeus, a ruler 
among tax collectors, was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but, being a short man, he 
couldn’t because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore tree so he could 
see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. When Jesus came to that spot, he looked up and 
said, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay in your home today.” So Zacchaeus came 
down at once, happy to welcome Jesus. Everyone who saw this grumbled, saying, “He has 
gone to be the guest of a sinner.” Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give 
half of my possessions to the poor. And if I have cheated anyone, I repay them four times as 
much.” Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this household because he too is a son 
of Abraham. The Human One [or Son of Man] came to seek and save the lost.” 
 
Observation: Zacchaeus was so eager to learn more about Jesus that, wealthy adult though he 
was, he climbed a tree to offset his short stature. If anything, Jesus was more eager to reach 
Zacchaeus. He ignored people’s grumbling by very publicly inviting himself to a meal at the 
house of one of the town’s most despised “sinners.” He told the grumbling crowd (many of 
whom Zacchaeus had probably cheated) that he “came to seek and save the lost.” That was his 
central, guiding mission—not one that limited his focus to just one type of activity, but rather 
moved him to restore and set right all the brokenness evil creates in our hurting world. 
 
Application: Jesus said he “came to seek and save the lost." Scholar William Barclay wrote, "In 
the New Testament 'lost' does not mean damned or doomed. It just means in the wrong 
place…A man is lost when he has wandered away from God; and he is found when once again 
he takes his rightful place as an obedient child in the… family of his Father." In what ways has 
God "found" you, and moved you to your rightful place in God’s family? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for coming "to seek and save the lost," including me. Help me to 
join you in doing that great, world-changing work. Amen. 
 



Friday, September 27 
 
Scripture: Luke 4:16-21 
Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised. On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue 
as he normally did and stood up to read. The synagogue assistant gave him the scroll from the 
prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to preach good news to 
the poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the 
oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. [Isaiah 61:1-2; 58:6]  He rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the synagogue assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the synagogue was 
fixed on him. He began to explain to them, “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled just as you 
heard it.” 
 
Observation: Luke recorded a key moment in Christ’s early public ministry. Confidently he read 
this section of Scripture from centuries earlier. Then he stunned his hometown audience by 
boldly saying, in effect, “This text about God’s anointed one was about me.” He claimed to be 
the one and only Messiah. Jesus’ choice of “platform” (which frustrated and angered his 
hearers—cf. Luke 4:28-30) said his mission was to radically change the world’s priorities, to 
bring spiritual and social good news, healing and liberation. 
 
Application: Ask what God is calling you to do “to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim 
release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” The desire to know God’s will for your life is one key sign 
of spiritual health. Instead of waiting for God to change the world “someday,” how are you 
making yourself available now for God to change your life—and through you, the lives of 
others? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to discern your calling and direction for Messiah Church, and for me 
as a faithful citizen of your kingdom. Keep my mind and heart open to your calling. Amen. 
 
Saturday, September 28 
 
Scripture: Matthew 25:37-40  
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King 
will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’” 
  
Observation: Scholar William Barclay told this story: Martin of Tours was a Roman soldier, and 
a Christian. One winter day, Martin met a beggar who was blue and shivering with cold. Martin 
took his worn and frayed soldier’s coat, cut it in two, and gave half of it to the beggar. That night 
he had a dream. In it he saw the heavenly places and Jesus amid the angels. Jesus was 
wearing half of a Roman soldier’s cloak. An angel asked, “Master, why are you wearing that 
battered old cloak?” And Jesus answered softly, “My servant Martin gave it to me.” 
 
Application: In Jesus’ story, those he said had helped him were surprised: “When did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink?” They saw need, not a chance for 
reward. What can help you learn to see in the faces of the people you meet, especially those 
who are outcast or hurting, the face of Jesus? When have you found the freedom and joy that 
comes from blessing others because you know God cares about them? 



 
Prayer: O God, keep my eyes and my heart open to see your face in the faces of hurting people 
around me who need your touch through me. Amen. 
 
 


