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When Fear Gives Way to Joy: 2. Determination 
Philippines 3:12-16 
May 10, 2020 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
Every conversation that I’ve had in the past few weeks has included some version of the line: 
“We are living in interesting times.” One afternoon last week, I drove through downtown 
Minneapolis. It was about 5:00 on a weekday afternoon, and ordinarily the streets would look 
like parking lots, but that afternoon it looked like a ghost town. Few cars, even fewer pedestrians 
– and many of them were wearing face masks. Two months into this pandemic and there’s a lot 
of fear, uncertainty, and now a lot of pressure to open businesses. But the virus has not gone 
away, a lot of people are still getting sick, and some of them are dying. We don’t know what the 
future holds. There are people out of work – some of you watching this are out of work – and 
nobody’s job is completely safe. Is there a day this past week when this virus and its impact on 
your life hasn’t been on your mind or a day when you haven’t spoken to someone about your 
fears and concern? 
 
For me, it’s taken a lot of energy to be aware of all the emotions I’ve been feeling. It feels like 
we are in the middle of this roller coaster of emotion, but we are now at the point where the 
adrenaline when a crisis hits has worn off and we’ve entered the monotony of every day being 
like the previous day. It feels like the movie Groundhog Day and what Bill Murray was 
experiencing when he woke up each morning and discovered it was Groundhog Day all over 
again. If you remember that movie, maybe you also remember how he broke free – it’s part of 
what we discover in today’s scripture. I titled this series, When Fear Gives Way to Joy, because 
we’d like to break free. By turning to the apostle Paul and what he wrote to the Philippians, I 
want us to see that hope. But I want to caution us that if we put our hope in the wrong place, it is 
not really hope. Misplaced hope is more dangerous that no hope at all.  
 
Two weeks ago, we learned that Paul was falsely accused, unlawfully arrested, unfairly 
imprisoned – his life on the line – and yet, from his prison cell in Rome, he wrote – or more likely 
dictated this letter to Epaphroditis. It is a letter of encouragement. I look at Paul’s situation and 
think, if anyone needed encouragement, it was Paul. And yet, he has left us with this message 
that no matter how hard it gets, even when we encounter obstacles, even when there is pain, 
doubt, and ridicule, don’t give up. And by God’s grace, that determination will pay off with the 
kind of prize Paul pursued. He says, it’s like a race. 
 
When I was in the seventh grade, I signed up for the track team. I wasn’t really interested in 
track, but I wanted to be part of a team. So the coach assigned me to throwing the discus and 
the shotput – which I enjoyed – I liked throwing things. But he also required everyone on the 
team to run in one of the races – and for some reason I never understood, he put me on the list 
to run the 100 yard dash – and I came in dead last at every single time. I was so far behind the 
other runners that those who watched my race thought I was the entertainment – and 
consequently I picked up a nickname that I hated – because it was a reminder of everything I 
was not. And I never participated in track again. But twenty years later, now in my 30s, I decided 
that running would be good exercise – and I needed a goal, so I signed up for the Get in Gear 
10k that is held on a Saturday in April in Minnehaha Park. I’ll never forget that race. Amanda 
and our two daughters were there waiting for me to cross the finish line. And if my life was a 
movie, you may be thinking this was the moment when I sprinted all 10 kilometers and finished 
among the leaders – and then I brought my winning metal to my next class reunion. Ta-da! But 
that’s not what happened. Of the 10 kilometers, I walked at least half of them – and only reason 



2 
 

I finished the race was because I didn’t want to disappoint my daughters who were waiting to 
cheer my finish. I had zero endurance – because I entered a race without training for it.  
 
Last week, I asked a couple of marathon runners what it takes to be able to successfully run a 
marathon. Because this pandemic feels to me to be a marathon – at first I thought it might be a 
sprint – a couple weeks at home and then back to work, back to school – everybody free, but 
that’s not what I see. I see a marathon. What does it take to run a marathon? One runner told 
me he started training 8 months before his first marathon, increasing the distance, putting in at 
least six long runs before marathon day. Remember, a marathon is 26.2 miles. Another runner 
told me that she started training 26 weeks before her first race – and along the way there was 
pain and injury and a readiness to quit. 
 
I think Paul must have had such moments. And so did the Philippines. And so do we. Paul wrote 
this letter to Philippians who knew about the Olympic Games – had seen runners. Paul uses this 
familiar metaphor to help them understand the path to joy would take determination.  
 
Paul wrote this: It’s not that I have already reached this goal or have already been 
perfected, but I pursue it… What’s “this goal?” Earlier in the chapter, he describes the goal – 
it’s the finish line. Paul knows what is waiting for him at the finish line – and that’s why he keeps 
running. He is confident about the goal because its what happened to him on the road to 
Damascus in the moment when he was struck blind and he knew beyond a doubt that Jesus 
had been raised and was right there with him. It’s what he was preaching everywhere he went. 
It’s what had changed his life Jesus has been raised from the dead. God never let’s go – in life, 
in death, in life beyond death. It’s the prize that comes at the end of the race and when you 
know what’s waiting for you at the finish line and when you know will make it to the finish line, it 
removed the fear and uncertainty. No matter how hard it gets, no matter how rotten the 
circumstances, Paul wins. You win. I win.  
 
I do this one thing (remember these words come from a man in prison, his life on the line) I 
forget about the things behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. The goal I 
pursue is the prize of God’s upward call in Christ Jesus.  
 
Waiting is hard. It takes determination, but sometimes it is so hard to wait that we won’t do it or 
won’t do it for very long. Last week, I wondered if God is waiting. God literally has all the time in 
the world. I wonder if God is waiting for us. If I step back and consider the big global picture of 
what’s happening today, I hear government leaders doing a lot of talking, and I hear scientists 
doing a lot of talking, and I hear media doing a lot of interpreting all of the talking, and the only 
consistent theme about which everyone agrees is we have a problem – a big health and 
financial problem. And fixing the problem is not going to be quick or easy, but the race is on. 
And because there are a lot of unknowns, there is also a lot of fear and effort to fight the fear. 
“I’m not going to wear the mask – I won’t get sick. Fight the fear and we can get through this.” 
But last week I began thinking that maybe God is waiting for us. I’m not saying God caused the 
pandemic or wants a single person to suffer, but in the midst of our race to the finish line, I think 
God is ready. I think God is waiting for us.  
 
It’s like this: when your car runs out of gas, you don’t tell the car to go get more gas, it’s got to 
be fueled. There are two components to whatever we need to get through whatever we face. 
Look to the cross, it has two parts – the vertical and the horizontal. And like the cross, 
determination takes two parts. We pursue the goal that Paul is talking about – that’s the vertical. 
Keep claiming the fuel that God is always offering to us. Every day. Keep receiving the inner 
spiritual fuel. One of the runners that I spoke to said this: “I prayed a lot during my runs - 
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thanking God for having strong legs to carry me, healthy lungs, a supportive family, good 
friends, time to myself, fresh air. I also had a prayer list for each mile of the marathon. I kept it 
with me and prayed it throughout. Good reminders to be thankful even when it hurts.” So even 
at mile 25 when she was exhausted, here’s her photo. It’s how she felt on the inside.   
 
But there is also a horizontal part to the cross – that reminds us that God also works through us. 
In verse 16, Paul shifts his focus from himself – I pursue – to we; let us pursue… Let us live in 
a way that is consistent with whatever level we have reached. This race, this marathon is 
not a solo mission. There is great comfort and strength to be gained if we will lock arms with 
those who are also running this race. We need each other. 
 
It’s not a sign of weakness when we need help. It is a recognition that what’s before us – the life 
we lead is a marathon – and we were never meant to run the race alone. This could be the 
perfect time to say I’m ready to come alongside someone to offer encouragement. I’m ready to 
take the encouragement that I receive from God and share that with somebody else. I 
mentioned Bill Murray’s experience. He was stuck, repeating Groundhog Day over and over 
again. Do you remember how he broke free? He broke free when he finally took his focus off of 
himself and began to serve and to bless others. That’s how fear gives way to joy. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of May 10, 2020 
 
Weekly Prayer: O God, in mystery and silence you are present in my life, bringing new life out 
of destruction, hope out of despair, growth out of difficulty. We thank you that you do not leave 
me alone but labor to make me whole. Help me to perceive your unseen hand in the unfolding 
of my life and to attend to the gentle guidance of your Spirit, that I may know the joy you give 
your people. Amen. 
 
Monday, May 11 
 
Scripture: Philippians 4:4-13 
Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! Let your gentleness show in your treatment of 
all people. The Lord is near. Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your 
requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. Then the peace of God 
that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus. From now 
on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus your thoughts 
on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, 
and all that is worthy of praise. Practice these things: whatever you learned, received, heard, or 
saw in us. The God of peace will be with you. 
I was very glad in the Lord because now at last you have shown concern for me again. (Of 
course you were always concerned but had no way to show it.) I’m not saying this because I 
need anything, for I have learned how to be content in any circumstance. I know the experience 
of being in need and of having more than enough; I have learned the secret to being content in 
any and every circumstance, whether full or hungry or whether having plenty or being poor. I 
can endure all these things through the power of the one who gives me strength. 
 
Observation: Paul is writing from Rome. He is in prison which means he is chained to a guard 
twenty-four hours a day. This letter is written to a church in the town of Philippi. They are few in 
number, adherents to an unpopular religion in a hostile environment with such internal conflict 
that the church is at risk of falling apart. And Paul’s encouragement is “rejoice.” Joy is a gift from 
God. It requires that we open ourselves up to joy. 
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Application: Paul mentions thanksgiving as a part of finding peace. What role do praise, 
worship and giving thanks to God play in gaining peace? Focus this week on putting noble and 
praiseworthy things into your mind.  
 
Prayer: Thank you, God, that you were waiting for me as I began this day. Thank you that you 
will be with me throughout this day and into the next. Help me to focus on gratitude, seeking and 
seeing all the ways that life is good. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, May 12 
 
Scripture: Philippians 1 
From Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. To all those in Philippi who are God’s people in 
Christ Jesus, along with your supervisors and servants. May the grace and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers. I’m thankful for all of you every time I 
pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m glad because of the way you have been my partners 
in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first believed it until now. I’m sure about this: the 
one who started a good work in you will stay with you to complete the job by the day of Christ 
Jesus. I have good reason to think this way about all of you because I keep you in my heart. 
You are all my partners in God’s grace, both during my time in prison and in the defense and 
support of the gospel. God is my witness that I feel affection for all of you with the compassion 
of Christ Jesus. This is my prayer: that your love might become even more and more rich with 
knowledge and all kinds of insight. I pray this so that you will be able to decide what really 
matters and so you will be sincere and blameless on the day of Christ. I pray that you will then 
be filled with the fruit of righteousness, which comes from Jesus Christ, in order to give glory 
and praise to God. 
Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that the things that have happened to me have actually 
advanced the gospel. The whole Praetorian Guard and everyone else knows that I’m in prison 
for Christ. Most of the brothers and sisters have had more confidence through the Lord to speak 
the word boldly and bravely because of my jail time. Some certainly preach Christ with jealous 
and competitive motives, but others preach with good motives. They are motivated by love, 
because they know that I’m put here to give a defense of the gospel; the others preach Christ 
because of their selfish ambition. They are insincere, hoping to cause me more pain while I’m in 
prison. What do I think about this? Just this: since Christ is proclaimed in every possible way, 
whether from dishonest or true motives, I’m glad and I’ll continue to be glad. I’m glad because I 
know that this will result in my release through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ. It is my expectation and hope that I won’t be put to shame in anything. Rather, I hope 
with daring courage that Christ’s greatness will be seen in my body, now as always, whether I 
live or die. Because for me, living serves Christ and dying is even better. If I continue to live in 
this world, I get results from my work. But I don’t know what I prefer. I’m torn between the two 
because I want to leave this life and be with Christ, which is far better. However, it’s more 
important for me to stay in this world for your sake. I’m sure of this: I will stay alive and remain 
with all of you to help your progress and the joy of your faith, and to increase your pride in Christ 
Jesus through my presence when I visit you again. 
Most important, live together in a manner worthy of Christ’s gospel. Do this, whether I come and 
see you or I’m absent and hear about you. Do this so that you stand firm, united in one spirit 
and mind as you struggle together to remain faithful to the gospel. That way, you won’t be afraid 
of anything your enemies do. Your faithfulness and courage are a sign of their coming 
destruction and your salvation, which is from God. God has generously granted you the 
privilege, not only of believing in Christ but also of suffering for Christ’s sake. You are having the 
same struggle that you saw me face and now hear that I’m still facing. 
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Observation: The rest of this week, we will review what we have learned by reading the book of 
Philippians. In the first chapter, we find this outline: the fellowship and support of other 
Christians (vv 3-11); Paul’s belief that God could use his suffering for God's purposes (vv. 12-
18); and Paul’s belief in the resurrection and his hope in eternal life through Christ (vv. 18d-20). 
As you read, look for these themes but also allowing God to speak to you through it.  
 
Application: Which of the verses in chapter 1 spoke to you? How does this chapter help you 
know how to find joy in the face of hardship? 
 
Prayer: Good and gracious God, there are challenges – and even though others may face 
challenges greater than my own, I need the hope that you have shown in Jesus. Your love 
prevails – no matter what may come. Let your love be in my heart this day. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, May 13 
 
Scripture: Philippians 2 
Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any sympathy, complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the same love, being united, 
and agreeing with each other. Don’t do anything for selfish purposes, but with humility think of 
others as better than yourselves. Instead of each person watching out for their own good, watch 
out for what is better for others. Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: 
Though he was in the form of God, he did not consider being equal with God something to 
exploit. But he emptied himself by taking the form of a slave and by becoming like human 
beings. When he found himself in the form of a human, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God highly honored him and 
gave him a name above all names, so that at the name of Jesus everyone in heaven, on earth, 
and under the earth might bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 
Therefore, my loved ones, just as you always obey me, not just when I am present but now 
even more while I am away, carry out your own salvation with fear and trembling. God is the 
one who enables you both to want and to actually live out his good purposes. Do everything 
without grumbling and arguing so that you may be blameless and pure, innocent children of God 
surrounded by people who are crooked and corrupt. Among these people you shine like stars in 
the world because you hold on to the word of life. This will allow me to say on the day of Christ 
that I haven’t run for nothing or worked for nothing. But even if I am poured out like a drink 
offering upon the altar of service for your faith, I am glad. I’m glad with all of you. You should be 
glad about this in the same way. Be glad with me! 
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to see you soon so that I may be encouraged by 
hearing about you. I have no one like him. He is a person who genuinely cares about your well-
being. All the others put their own business ahead of Jesus Christ’s business. You know his 
character, how he labors with me for the gospel like a son works with his father. So he is the 
one that I hope to send as soon as I find out how things turn out here for me. I trust in the Lord 
that I also will visit you soon. I think it is also necessary to send Epaphroditus to you. He is my 
brother, coworker, and fellow soldier; and he is your representative who serves my needs. He 
misses you all, and he was upset because you heard he was sick. In fact, he was so sick that 
he nearly died. But God had mercy on him—and not just on him but also on me, because his 
death would have caused me great sorrow. Therefore, I am sending him immediately so that 
when you see him again you can be glad and I won’t worry. So welcome him in the Lord with 
great joy and show great respect for people like him. He risked his life and almost died for the 
work of Christ, and he did this to make up for the help you couldn’t give me. 
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Observation: Remember that part of the reason Paul wrote this letter was to address conflict in 
the Philippian church. In Philippians 4:2-3 (I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to come to an 
agreement in the Lord. Yes, and I’m also asking you, loyal friend, to help these women who 
have struggled together with me in the ministry of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of 
my coworkers whose names are in the scroll of life) we see a rare instance where Paul actually 
mentions, by name, two believers who were in conflict. This was a fairly small church and their 
conflict would have spilled over into the congregation. Paul's response to this conflict, his advice 
on how to have joy in the face of it, is also the key to finding joy in the face of success.  
 
Application: What qualities of character is Paul asking us to invite the Holy Spirit to cultivate in 
us? Remember that verses 6-11 were likely an early hymn in the church - making it the oldest 
known hymn. This hymn also teaches us about early Christian beliefs about Jesus. What do you 
think Paul means in verse 12 (carry out your own salvation with fear and trembling)? Remember 
that our salvation is not something we achieve by our works. 
 
Prayer: God, thank you that your love is not conditional on what I do but is unconditional so that 
I can do good works. Guide me in your ways. Help me to be a presence of hope that those 
around me need. Amen. 
 
Thursday, May 14 
 
Scripture: Philippians 3 
So then, my brothers and sisters, be glad in the Lord. It’s no trouble for me to repeat the same 
things to you because they will help keep you on track. Watch out for the “dogs.” Watch out for 
people who do evil things. Watch out for those who insist on circumcision, which is really 
mutilation. We are the circumcision. We are the ones who serve by God’s Spirit and who boast 
in Christ Jesus. We don’t put our confidence in rituals performed on the body, though I have 
good reason to have this kind of confidence. If anyone else has reason to put their confidence in 
physical advantages, I have even more: 
I was circumcised on the eighth day. I am from the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin. I 
am a Hebrew of the Hebrews. With respect to observing the Law, I’m a Pharisee. With respect 
to devotion to the faith, I harassed the church. With respect to righteousness under the Law, I’m 
blameless. These things were my assets, but I wrote them off as a loss for the sake of Christ. 
But even beyond that, I consider everything a loss in comparison with the superior value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have lost everything for him, but what I lost I think of as sewer 
trash, so that I might gain Christ and be found in him. In Christ I have a righteousness that is not 
my own and that does not come from the Law but rather from the faithfulness of Christ. It is the 
righteousness of God that is based on faith. The righteousness that I have comes from knowing 
Christ, the power of his resurrection, and the participation in his sufferings. It includes being 
conformed to his death so that I may perhaps reach the goal of the resurrection of the dead. It’s 
not that I have already reached this goal or have already been perfected, but I pursue it, so that 
I may grab hold of it because Christ grabbed hold of me for just this purpose. Brothers and 
sisters, I myself don’t think I’ve reached it, but I do this one thing: I forget about the things 
behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. The goal I pursue is the prize of God’s 
upward call in Christ Jesus. So all of us who are spiritually mature should think this way, and if 
anyone thinks differently, God will reveal it to him or her. Only let’s live in a way that is 
consistent with whatever level we have reached. 
Brothers and sisters, become imitators of me and watch those who live this way—you can use 
us as models. As I have told you many times and now say with deep sadness, many people live 
as enemies of the cross. Their lives end with destruction. Their god is their stomach, and they 
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take pride in their disgrace because their thoughts focus on earthly things. Our citizenship is in 
heaven. We look forward to a savior that comes from there—the Lord Jesus Christ. He will 
transform our humble bodies so that they are like his glorious body, by the power that also 
makes him able to subject all things to himself. 
 
Observation: In chapter three, we learn that there are distortions to the Christian faith that can 
actually rob persons of their joy rather than giving them joy. The two distortions Paul specifically 
addresses in Philippians 3 we called "legalism" and "libertinism." Legalists have a faith of rules 
and laws - in Paul's day they required converts to be circumcised and to follow the Jewish law 
as well as trusting in Christ - in order to be "saved." This negated the work of Christ on the cross 
and the freedom that Jesus brought when he fulfilled the Jewish law on our behalf and then 
offered us a righteousness that comes through faith in him, not from our works.  
 
Application: In the first part of this chapter, Paul addresses the legalists of his day. What does 
Christianity based on rules, "thou shalt nots" and guilt look like today? The other distortion of the 
faith, then and now, was the exact opposite. According to this view, because Jesus had done all 
that was necessary for our salvation, we could live however we want without concern for our 
actions. Do you know Christians who claim the name of Christ but whose lives are not a 
reflection of their faith? In what ways is this ever true of you?  
 
Prayer: God of mercy and grace, you know that on my own it is impossible for me to live each 
day and each moment of each day as you want. Grant me the honesty and humility to see what 
you see. Then let my life this day with all my stumbles and distraction be the best reflection of 
your love that it can be. Amen. 
 
Friday, May 15 
 
Scripture: Philippians 4 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters whom I love and miss, who are my joy and crown, stand firm 
in the Lord. Loved ones, I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to come to an agreement in the 
Lord. Yes, and I’m also asking you, loyal friend, to help these women who have struggled 
together with me in the ministry of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my coworkers 
whose names are in the scroll of life. Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! Let your 
gentleness show in your treatment of all people. The Lord is near. Don’t be anxious about 
anything; rather, bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with 
giving thanks. Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and 
minds safe in Christ Jesus. From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if 
anything is admirable, focus your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that 
is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. Practice these things: 
whatever you learned, received, heard, or saw in us. The God of peace will be with you. 
I was very glad in the Lord because now at last you have shown concern for me again. (Of 
course you were always concerned but had no way to show it.) I’m not saying this because I 
need anything, for I have learned how to be content in any circumstance. I know the experience 
of being in need and of having more than enough; I have learned the secret to being content in 
any and every circumstance, whether full or hungry or whether having plenty or being poor. I 
can endure all these things through the power of the one who gives me strength. Still, you have 
done well to share my distress. You Philippians know from the time of my first mission work in 
Macedonia how no church shared in supporting my ministry except you. You sent contributions 
repeatedly to take care of my needs even while I was in Thessalonica. I’m not hoping for a gift, 
but I am hoping for a profit that accumulates in your account. I now have plenty and it is more 
than enough. I am full to overflowing because I received the gifts that you sent from 
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Epaphroditus. Those gifts give off a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice that pleases God. 
My God will meet your every need out of his riches in the glory that is found in Christ Jesus. Let 
glory be given to God our Father forever and always. Amen. 
 
Observation: In this chapter, Paul addresses one of the struggles we face that can rob us of 
joy: worry. If anyone had reason to worry it was Paul, sitting in a Roman prison, facing the 
possibility of execution.  
 
Application: In our sermon on anxiety and worry, we will look at the way to conquer worry. 
Worry is from the German word, wurgen, which means to choke off. How does worry choke off 
the life that God places within you? 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, the apostle Paul said, “Do not be anxious about anything.” As I remember 
with gratitude that in this moment you are near, hear my needs and the needs of those who are 
my heart. Grant me the confidence to know that you are already acting to show your love and 
mercy to all. Amen. 
 
Saturday, May 16 
 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
Brothers and sisters, we want to let you know about the grace of God that was given to the 
churches of Macedonia. While they were being tested by many problems, their extra amount of 
happiness and their extreme poverty resulted in a surplus of rich generosity. I assure you that 
they gave what they could afford and even more than they could afford, and they did it 
voluntarily. They urgently begged us for the privilege[a] of sharing in this service for the 
saints. They even exceeded our expectations, because they gave themselves to the Lord first 
and to us, consistent with God’s will. As a result, we challenged Titus to finish this work of grace 
with you the way he had started it. Be the best in this work of grace in the same way that you 
are the best in everything, such as faith, speech, knowledge, total commitment, and the love we 
inspired in you. 
 
Observation: In this reading as in what we’ve read in Philippians, Paul provided insight into 
what generosity looked like in the early church. Remember that Philippi was the leading church 
in Macedonia. These passages teach us about what our church and we as individuals should be 
like as disciples of Jesus Christ. Finally, Paul was able to find contentment and joy in all 
circumstances. 
  
Application: Great generosity leads to contentment. What does this tell you about what you are 
doing to find contentment? Messiah Church is actively responding to the needs in our 
community for food, for comfort, and for care. You have an opportunity to be part of what God 
wants us to be during these days of pandemic. How is God calling you to respond? How could 
you excel in the grace of giving knowing that God will supply your needs? 
 
Prayer: Once again, dear Lord, I humbly offer myself to you. Let me be for others as you have 
faithfully been for me. Show me how I can best serve others and fulfill your love for me. Amen. 
 


