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Our country’s flags flew at half-staff this week, as we honored the life of American hero, John 
Lewis. Lewis, the first black elected to the House Representatives in 1986, was widely known as 
the “Conscience of the Congress.”  He was the youngest, last surviving member of the “Big Six,” 
a group of prominent leaders of the Civil Rights era that included Martin Luther King, Jr.  In 
1965, Lewis co-led the march for equal voting rights for Blacks across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Alabama where he and hundreds of peaceful demonstrators were attacked by 
white state troopers with such relentless brutality that the incident shocked public sentiment. In 
this attack, Lewis sustained a fractured skull that nearly ended his life. It was a turning point in 
Civil Rights history.  Throughout his life, he spoke poignantly about the importance of righteous 
resistance or what he often referred to as getting into “good trouble, necessary trouble.”  “My 
philosophy is very simple,” Lewis said. “When you see something that’s not right, not fair, not 
just, stand up, say something, and speak out.” He risked life and limb for the hope and the 
promise of democracy.  His life was a life of action to bring about a changed world, the world as 
God envisions it.  As followers of Christ we should ask ourselves, what vision of the kingdom of 
heaven do our words and lives proclaim? 
 
For the past 3 weeks, we have been looking for answers to this question by focusing on the 
stories Jesus told.  Over the course of his ministry, Jesus told about 40 stories.  These stories 
were well-known then and over time, have become part of the fabric of our lives as well. This 
week’s story is certainly the best known of all these stories.  It’s not just preached about in 
churches. Even the non-church goers recognize it.  The language of the “good Samaritan” is 
part of our culture. It’s the name of a working legal code known as the Good Samaritan Law, a 
law that protects from liability anyone who chooses to help another person in some distress.  It’s 
the name embraced by non-profits, charities, hospitals and churches all over the world.  The 
idea of the Good Samaritan is broadly known, widely accepted and highly aspired to.   
 
On the surface, the story of the Good Samaritan seems like a simple story but what we’ve 
discovered about Jesus’ stories is that while they seem simple on the surface, they are anything 
but.  They are complex and challenging.  They are counter-cultural and they push us into 
uncomfortable places.  When Jesus confronts a heavy question, he does so not with arguments 
or legalistic statements, but through the telling of stories. “Let me tell you a story.  A sower went 
out to sow.  A landowner hired some workers to work in his vineyard.  Someone gave a great 
dinner party and invited many guests.”  It is as if there are some truths so profound that only a 
story can describe them; so personal, so transformational, that only a story can convey the 
message. A story has the ability to create community and to reshape the engaged and invested 
listener.  And if we allow ourselves to engage, live in the tension and really consider their 
teachings, then we too might experience the fullness of the kingdom of Heaven. 
 
This story begins when a lawyer, an expert in the Law of Moses, stands up to test Jesus. Like 
his colleagues, the Pharisees, the lawyer wants to know if Jesus will properly use the Torah to 
answer this weighty question: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” But this is Jesus and 
anyone expecting or demanding a direct answer is bound to be disappointed. Instead, Jesus 
answers his question with a question. “What is written in the law? How do you read it?” Perhaps 
Jesus wants to respond to the test offered by the lawyer with a test of his own, to see if the 
lawyer really knows what is in the law.  This might be his goal, but it seems to me that the 



question serves a much deeper purpose. It invites the lawyer a little closer. This invitation to 
dialogue recognizes a relationship and mutual respect. What do you think is the answer? 
 
The lawyer quickly combines two different verses of Hebrew scripture and ends up with a 
comprehensive statement of proper ethical conduct: "You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself." Jesus affirms the answer, but he is not finished with the answerer, and so 
he pulls his conversation partner just a little closer, to the place where words and actions meet, 
and offers a surprisingly simple statement. "Do this and you will live." 
  
 At this point in the encounter, our lawyer has a decision to make. Either he can roll his eyes, 
thank Jesus for this apparently fruitless conversation, and move on, or take the bait. Well, the 
lawyer is hooked. We know this because Luke takes time to share the intentions behind his 
questions. The purpose of the initial question, what must I do to inherit eternal life, was to test 
Jesus. But this time around the question has a different purpose. The lawyer no longer wants to 
test Jesus. He wants to justify himself and his actions.  So he asks, “Who is my 
neighbor?”  What he is really asking is, “Who do I have to love”, and maybe more importantly, 
“who don’t I have to love?”  
 
Many non-Jews had come into Palestine and there was a question as to whether the obligation 
to neighbors extended to everyone or only other natural Jews or those fully converted to 
Judaism.  Even some religious leaders excluded as neighbors those who lived in towns or rural 
areas and couldn’t learn or keep the full demands of the Law.  Frequently, people excluded their 
personal enemies from the ranks of those they considered neighbors.  And the Jews despised 
the Samaritans because they had mixed with the heathen who had come into their land and did 
not strictly observe the Law of Moses. A faithful Jew would have no contact with a Samaritan 
and Samaritans felt the same way about the Jews.  So this lawyer was calculating the limits of 
the circle to whom he owed love comparable to his love for God and for himself.   “Who is my 
neighbor?” So Jesus tells him this story...   
 
A priest and a Levite, two experts in the Law, walk by a beaten, nearly-dead man on the side of 
the road. They know the commandments, to love God and neighbor, but they don't stop to 
help.  And now, here’s where Jesus throws in the twist.  The third traveler, the Samaritan, the 
enemy, was the one moved by compassion and stops to meet, anoint, heal, carry and provide 
shelter and comfort for this man.  He lavishes unimaginable, extravagant love on an enemy.  It’s 
a story that answered the lawyer's initial question, "What must I do to inherit eternal life?" but 
also a story that puts words into action. While the lawyer wondered about attaining life’s final 
reward, Jesus spoke about eternal life in the now. In essence, Jesus told the lawyer eternal life 
is in the doing.  Eternal life is in your living. 
 
And when he was finished, Jesus asked, "Which one of these acted like a neighbor?" The 
lawyer, so appalled, he could not even bear to let the word, “Samaritan” cross his lips.  So he 
dodged the word by saying, “The one who showed mercy.”  So Jesus said, “Go and do 
likewise.”  
 
 "Who is my neighbor?" This is a central question in the church today and one that is even being 
discussed in the life of our nation right now. It is a question that surrounds the conversations 
about racial justice. It is the question related to how we treat each other from the corporate 
executive to the person who lives in a tent in Powerhorn Park. "Who is my neighbor?" raises 
questions about immigration and sexual orientation. During this election year, it centers on party 
affiliation and how we respond to those who choose to have a differing opinion. "Who is my 



neighbor?" touches every aspect of our lives.  This parable reminds me there are no bystanders 
in this life.  We all know the right thing to do. We know deep in our hearts that we are all 
connected to one another as neighbors. 
Let me tell you a story.  One evening in September of 2018, Walter Carr sent his friends a flurry 
of increasingly pleading text messages. The 20 year-old, college student’s car had broken down 
and he was supposed to begin his new job as a mover the next morning — at a home 20 miles 
from his apartment near Birmingham, Ala. None of his friends were available to help so Carr 
mulled over his predicament and concluded there was only one option. He would walk it. 
  
He searched the route and according to Google Maps, it would take eight hours on foot. So he 
ate a meal of bologna and eggs at 8 p.m. and took a nap. At midnight, he woke up, grabbed his 
wallet, phone, a baseball and a kitchen knife to protect him from stray dogs. He headed out into 
the dark.  
  
At 2:30am, his legs were tired so he sat down in a bank parking lot for a quick rest. A police car 
pulled up and the officer asked him if he was all right. Carr said yes, and explained what he was 
doing. The officer asked him when he last ate and Carr told him about the bologna and eggs he 
had at 8pm the night before. The officer told him to get in the car and he would buy him a 
hamburger and take him to his work site. 
  
At 6:30 a.m., the officer walked up to the house where Carr was to report for the job, and 
explained to the homeowner, Jenny Lamey, what had happened. “The officer told me, I’ve got 
this nice kid in my car. He’s a great kid, he’s been walking all night to get to your house,” Lamey 
said. “That’s when the tears started coming. I just started crying.” Carr came to the door and she 
offered him a bed to take a nap, and some food to which Carr replied, “No, I’d rather get started, 
ma’am.”  After the move, Carr played basketball in the driveway with the Lameys’ 3 sons. She 
said she had no idea how he had the energy for it. “I can’t imagine what kept him going.  What 
came over him physically was supernatural. I think God helped him through.” 
  
The following day, Lamey called Carr’s supervisor, and the two cried together on the phone as 
she shared the story about what Carr had done. She then posted the story on Facebook, and it 
went viral.  So she started a GoFundMe with a goal of $2,000 to help him with his car troubles.  
  
The next day, Carr’s boss called to thank him and said he wanted to meet him in person to 
show his appreciation. They agreed to meet at a coffee shop near Carr’s apartment.  When they 
met, Carr’s boss gave Carr a car, a 2014 Ford Escape. He said, “He’s got heart.  He’s got 
grit.  The one thing he didn’t have was a vehicle and we had the ability to fix that, so we 
did.”  The police officer, the homeowner, and the boss extended mercy to this young man, a 
total stranger with no expectation of recognition or reward. This is what the kingdom of God 
looks like. 
  
What if that was our daily prayer? What if we faced the world around us, our neighborhoods, 
communities, schools and workplaces asking God to help us find someone in need?  To serve, 
rescue, care, listen to, and love just one more, regardless of their race, gender, sexual 
orientation, age or political affiliation.  Help us meet just one more.  
 
God calls us through the story of this parable to meet our neighbors, to meet the people who 
stand on the side of the roads that we travel every day.  What if we make that our goal, to meet 
just one more and to live into the world that God envisions for us? 
 



Shortly before his death, John Lewis wrote this last message to us, the American people, “I urge 
you to answer the highest calling of your heart and stand up for what you truly believe. …  When 
historians pick up their pens to write the story of the 21st century, let them say that it was your 
generation who laid down the heavy burdens of hate at last and that peace finally triumphed 
over violence, aggression and war. So I say to you, walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, and 
let the spirit of peace and the power of everlasting love be your guide.” 
  
Let’s pray:  God, we thank you for drawing us into this worship today by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, and for reminding us of your sacrificial, unconditional love that reaches far beyond our 
understanding.  We thank you for the story of the Samaritan who had the courage to take the 
risk to find the man on the side of the road.  We thank you for heroes like John Lewis who had 
the courage to risk everything so that others might live.  Help us to possess that same 
courage.  Help us to pattern our lives after Christ who loved us without merit or condition and 
with everything he had, taking the ultimate risk and loving to the point of death on a 
cross.  Employ us with that kind of love, the kind of love that is counter-cultural to the world 
around us, selfless love that we might experience the fullness of your kingdom come.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of August 2, 2020 
 
Weekly Prayer: Lord, give me the eyes of Jesus to see my neighbors and the strangers I meet. 
Teach me what it means to love the stranger as I love myself. Forgive me for my selfishness, for 
my silence, for not caring enough for the strangers who come to my community. Teach me to 
love and care for the stranger the way you do. Amen. 
 
Monday, August 3  
 
Scripture: Luke 10:25-29  
A legal expert stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to gain eternal life?” 
Jesus replied, “What is written in the Law? How do you interpret it?” He responded, “You must 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all 
your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus said to him, “You have answered 
correctly. Do this and you will live.” But the legal expert wanted to prove that he was right, so he 
said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
 
Observation: Lawyers or legal experts worked closely with the Pharisees in ancient Judaism. 
The religious convictions concerning Torah (the law books of the Old Testament) were shaped 
by the interpretive skills of the scribes. The legal expert, a skilled interpreter of religious 
traditions, asked Jesus a rhetorical question. He knew the answer. So did Jesus, and turned it 
back on him. Then the savvy lawyer, knowing that “neighbor” was a nuanced, complex noun, 
pushed Jesus for a definitive answer: “Who is my neighbor?” But Jesus answered with a story 
that turned legal arguments upside down. 
 
Application: In Jesus’ day (and in many circles today), the Talmud was a book that aimed to 
discuss and answer questions about Jewish history and law. It helped the Jewish culture think 
about how to apply laws to everyday life. Like our modern laws, people interpreted the law in a 
variety of ways. The legal expert, knowing different teachers gave different answers, tried to trip 
up Jesus by asking, “Who is my neighbor?” “Neighbor” can still mean many different things. 
Who do you consider your neighbor? In our culture, we spend a significant amount of time 
detached from even our next-door neighbors. Electric garage door openers allow us to stay in 
our vehicles and enter our homes through an interior door, without having to set foot outside. 



We can go days without seeing a single neighbor. Who might you see or reconsider as a 
neighbor if you took less advantage of modern conveniences?  
 
Prayer: Lord God, I want to love you with my whole heart, whole mind, and whole soul. I want to 
love my neighbor as I love myself. Help me open my eyes to see the neighbors who live, work 
and breathe all around me. Amen.  
 
Tuesday, August 4 
 
Scripture: Luke 10:30-37  
Jesus replied, “A man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He encountered thieves, who 
stripped him naked, beat him up, and left him near death. Now it just so happened that a priest 
was also going down the same road. When he saw the injured man, he crossed over to the 
other side of the road and went on his way. Likewise, a Levite came by that spot, saw the 
injured man, and crossed over to the other side of the road and went on his way. A Samaritan, 
who was on a journey, came to where the man was. But when he saw him, he was moved with 
compassion. The Samaritan went to him and bandaged his wounds, tending them with oil and 
wine. Then he placed the wounded man on his own donkey, took him to an inn, and took care of 
him. The next day, he took two full days’ worth of wages and gave them to the innkeeper. He 
said, ‘Take care of him, and when I return, I will pay you back for any additional costs.’ What do 
you think? Which one of these three was a neighbor to the man who encountered thieves?” 
Then the legal expert said, “The one who demonstrated mercy toward him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
Observation: Jesus portrayed two men in elevated religious positions who, for unstated 
reasons, totally ignored the plight of a man beaten, robbed and left lying in the road. Then he 
imagined a character who turned everything upside down. He pictured a Samaritan (a group 
Israelites in his day regarded in about the same light as many of them regard Palestinians 
today) who acted with extravagant compassion and caring.  
 
Application: In the story, the Samaritan didn’t just offer casual roadside help. He put the injured 
man on “his own donkey” (which would have meant he had to walk), brought him to an inn, 
cared for him, paid two days’ wages for more care, and offered to pay more on his return if 
needed. How did Jesus’ picture of the Samaritan reflect God’s vast generosity to us? How can 
knowing God has been generous to us move us to be generous to other people in ways we’d be 
unlikely to achieve out of our own goodness?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I don’t mind being generous if it’s easy and inexpensive, in time and 
certainly in money. Help me incorporate your idea of sacrifice into my thinking about what it 
might mean to be a true neighbor. Amen.  
 
Wednesday, August 5 
 
Scripture: Matthew 5:43-6:4  
“You have heard that it was said, You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say 
to you, love your enemies and pray for those who harass you so that you will be acting as 
children of your Father who is in heaven. He makes the sun rise on both the evil and the good 
and sends rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love only those who love you, 
what reward do you have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing? Don’t even the Gentiles do the same? 
Therefore, just as your heavenly Father is complete in showing love to everyone, so also you 



must be complete. “Be careful that you don’t practice your religion in front of people to draw 
their attention. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. “Whenever 
you give to the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets so that they may get praise from people. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll 
get. But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing so that you may give to the poor in secret. Your Father who sees what you do in secret 
will reward you.” 
 
Observation: The Old Testament did not plainly teach “hate your enemy,” but some rabbis 
thought it did. The command to hate enemies, while emphasized by some contemporary Jewish 
sects, was not explicit in Scripture, but extrapolated from pious examples there (Ps 31: 6; 119: 
113; 139: 21). Jesus’ teaching was (and is) counter-cultural. Ancient Greek and Roman culture 
did not urge personal charity; Jewish piety often made it central but limited. Jesus stressed 
God’s mercy to all people through his faithful servants. He taught us to do good not for reward, 
but with a humble spirit, and promised an eternal, not temporal, reward from the heavenly 
Father.  
 
Application: Jesus said in Matthew 5:45, “He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good.” 
What do you think his point was? When God makes straight our path, and we walk in peace, 
man can only do so because it is the Lord God who enables us to do so. In what ways do evil 
and good collide in you? Why is it that without God’s help, even your most well-intentioned 
actions fall short of glorifying the Father?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, it’s hard for me, but teach me how to love all the people you love. And help 
me to do the right things, not because I’m addicted to human approval, but because your love 
has changed me inwardly. Amen.  
 
Thursday, August 6 
 
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-18 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who was leaving on a trip. He called his servants and 
handed his possessions over to them. To one he gave five valuable coins, and to another he 
gave two, and to another he gave one. He gave to each servant according to that servant’s 
ability. Then he left on his journey. “After the man left, the servant who had five valuable coins 
took them and went to work doing business with them. He gained five more. In the same way, 
the one who had two valuable coins gained two more. But the servant who had received the one 
valuable coin dug a hole in the ground and buried his master’s money.” 
 
Observation: The “coins” in this story were valuable indeed. “The Greek word is talanton, often 
translated as ‘talent,’ which refers to a monetary unit equal to more than 16 years of earnings for 
a laborer. But in Jesus’ story, the emphasis was less on the amount of money, and more on 
how faithful each servant was or wasn’t. Jesus said our faithfulness to God shows in our 
willingness to use whatever resources of energy, time, skills, money or other assets God gives 
us to bless others and build God’s kingdom. 
 
Application: Jesus’ story wouldn’t have worked if the three servants had all immediately 
forgotten the source of the large sum of money they had to manage. Our culture tends to teach 
us to think, “You earned all this money and these possessions, so you can do anything you 
want with them.” Read Deuteronomy 8:12-18. How easy or hard do you find it to make the inner 
shift from “I OWN all this” to “I’m a steward to whom God has entrusted these things to use for 
God’s purposes”? That settled, what resources has God placed in your life? How are you using 



those resources to serve God’s Kingdom and bless others? Are there any resources or life-
giving abilities you have “buried in a hole in the ground,” so to speak? If so, how can you begin 
to use them actively for God’s purposes?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for the good abilities and resources you’ve placed in my life 
(even if I sometimes wish there were more of them). Help me to manage them in ways that are 
faithful to your principles. Amen.  
 
Friday, August 7 
 
Scripture: Matthew 25:19-30  
“Now after a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 
The one who had received five valuable coins came forward with five additional coins. He said, 
‘Master, you gave me five valuable coins. Look, I’ve gained five more.’ “His master replied, 
‘Excellent! You are a good and faithful servant! You’ve been faithful over a little. I’ll put you in 
charge of much. Come, celebrate with me.’ “The second servant also came forward and said, 
‘Master, you gave me two valuable coins. Look, I’ve gained two more.’ “His master replied, ‘Well 
done! You are a good and faithful servant. You’ve been faithful over a little. I’ll put you in charge 
of much. Come, celebrate with me.’ “Now the one who had received one valuable coin came 
and said, ‘Master, I knew that you are a hard man. You harvest grain where you haven’t sown. 
You gather crops where you haven’t spread seed. So I was afraid. And I hid my valuable coin in 
the ground. Here, you have what’s yours.’ “His master replied, ‘You evil and lazy servant! You 
knew that I harvest grain where I haven’t sown and that I gather crops where I haven’t spread 
seed? In that case, you should have turned my money over to the bankers so that when I 
returned, you could give me what belonged to me with interest. Therefore, take from him the 
valuable coin and give it to the one who has ten coins. Those who have much will receive more, 
and they will have more than they need. But as for those who don’t have much, even the little bit 
they have will be taken away from them. Now take the worthless servant and throw him out into 
the farthest darkness. People there will be weeping and grinding their teeth.” 
 
Observation: Three servants—two were called “good and faithful,” the third was fired for being 
“wicked and lazy.” The apostle Paul wrote that “it is required that those who have been given a 
trust must prove faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). He also followed Jesus’ teaching when he wrote 
that living selfishly destroys our freedom, and that serving each other in love is the divine 
antidote for selfishness (cf. Galatians 5:13-14). God’s Spirit guides us to be faithful to our 
commitments to serve God and bless others.  
 
Application: John Wesley, Methodism’s founder, was a “good and faithful servant.” He made a 
remarkable entry in his Journal at age 81. He wrote, “On this and the four following days I 
walked through the town and begged two hundred pounds in order to clothe them that needed it 
most. But it was hard work as most of the streets were filled with melting snow… so that my feet 
were steeped in snow water nearly from morning till evening.” What sacrifices do you sense 
God calling you to make as one of God’s servants?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, “good and faithful servant”—what beautiful words to hear from your lips. 
But, sometimes, what difficult words to live into in my day-to-day routine. Keep shaping and 
guiding me into faithfulness. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



Saturday, August 8 
 
Scripture: Luke 17:11-19; Psalm 126:1-6  
Luke 17:11-19: On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria 
and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten men with skin diseases approached him. Keeping their 
distance from him, they raised their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, show us mercy!” When 
Jesus saw them, he said, “Go, and show yourselves to the priests.” As they left, they were 
cleansed. One of them, when he saw that he had been healed, returned and praised God with a 
loud voice. He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus 
replied, “Weren’t ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? No one returned to praise God 
except this foreigner?” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up and go. Your faith has healed you.” 
Psalm 126: 1-6: When the LORD changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, it was like we had 
been dreaming. Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; our tongues were filled with 
joyful shouts. It was even said, at that time, among the nations, “The LORD has done great 
things for them!” Yes, the LORD has done great things for us, and we are overjoyed. LORD, 
change our circumstances for the better, like dry streams in the desert waste! Let those who 
plant with tears reap the harvest with joyful shouts. Let those who go out, crying and carrying 
their seed, come home with joyful shouts, carrying bales of grain! 
 
Observation: Jesus healed a group of ten lepers—men with visible skin diseases, shunned and 
outcast. Of the ten, only a Samaritan came back to say, “thank you.” This real-life experience 
echoed Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan. Israel’s long history included incredibly low times 
of misery at the hands of tyrants (notably exile in Babylon—cf. 2 Kings 24:13-14, 25:11). It also 
included their joyous gratitude for God’s action to deliver them from exile. Psalm 126 poetically 
recalled the gladness of the times when God lifted Israel up from their lowly status and prayed 
that God would again allow them to live in the joy of divine deliverance.  
 
Application: Unlike the story in Luke 17, where only one of ten bothered to say, “thank you,” 
Ephesians 5:20 invited God’s people to “always give thanks to God the Father for everything.” 
Whatever your current problems, take time to list anything you’re thankful for (e.g. a glorious 
sunset, a child’s giggle, the velvety texture of a dog’s ears, your favorite meal, a roof over your 
head, Jesus’ love) and thank God for it. Make a game of it—make daily gratitude your way of 
life. The second half of Psalm 126 was a confident prayer, trusting that the same God who 
delivered in the past would do it again. How can weaving the practice of gratitude into your life 
help you to pray, and mean, the words of the psalm: “Let those who plant with tears reap the 
harvest with joyful shouts”?  
 
Prayer: Lord, it’s easy for me to celebrate the raise, the new job, the healthy new baby. I wish it 
weren’t so easy for me to forget my gratitude every time things don’t turn out as I’d wished, 
especially during the pandemic. Make me more and more like the Samaritan who remembered 
to express gratitude. Amen. 
 


