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Several years ago Amanda and I were able to travel to England and make a connection with my 
Richards family history. As a young adult, my grandfather left Cornwall county in England and 
immigrated to South Dakota. That was in the 1920s. I never met my grandfather. He died five 
years before I was born. One morning, Amanda and I walked through a cemetery [slide] near 
the village of Gwennap, looking for the gravestone of my great-great grandparents Samuel and 
Helen Richards. To be honest, I had never really thought much about my ancestors, but that 
morning as I looked at the names on the marker, I began to wonder. My great-great grandfather 
made his living as a gardener, but he was also a pastor – just as his son would be and his 
grandson and his great grandson and his great great grandson. After we returned home, I 
shared the photos with my Dad and I remember how he wondered what my grandfather would 
think if he knew that one day he would have a grandson who would travel to Cornwall to see 
where he lived and the first church where he preached and visit the grave of his grandparents. 
That morning in the Gwennap parish church cemetery, I began thinking about legacy. It 
occurred to me that I was part of a story that did not begin with me and would not end with me. 
I’ve mentioned many times that when I graduated from high school, at the very bottom of my list 
of possible careers was being a pastor. But a few years later I realized that God had another 
plan.  
 
What is your story? How did you get to where you are now? None of us have reached this 
moment in time on our own – and neither did our parents or their parents and neither will my 
children and their children and whatever generations are yet to come. We all are living into a 
story far greater than ourselves. The astronomer, Carl Sagan: “You have to know the past to 
understand the present.” In this summer of racial unrest that’s especially true. We are being 
asked to recognize cultural attitudes and behavior that are products of a past that stretches 
back 400 years and until we understand that we cannot produce the changes that will make 
tomorrow a better place. Uncovering our own past is more than an adventure in curiosity, but a 
discovery of the influences that have brought us HERE so that we can claim what will get us 
THERE – the place where God is directing us to go. To understand today’s scripture and where 
Joshua was standing, we must go back to Moses and a story at the end of the book of 
Deuteronomy.  
 
Moses was wrapping up his farewell address to a new generation of Israelites. As we have 
learned in this series, forty years earlier, the people listened to the voice of fear and turned back 
into the wilderness and as God had predicted, they wandered for forty years seeking another 
point of entry into the Promised Land. When we close the door that God places before us, we 
are not necessarily given another choice – another choice may not be immediate. During those 
forty years every adult who had been at least twenty years old at the start had died – everyone 
but Joshua, Caleb and Moses. But a new generation of Israelites was camped along the Jordan 
River ready to do what their parents and grandparents had been afraid to do. They are about to 
cross over into the land they had been longing for their whole lives.  
 
In Deuteronomy 30, Moses said: I have set life and death, blessing and curse before you. 
Now choose life – so that you and your descendants will live – by loving the LORD your 
God, by obeying his voice, and by clinging to him. That’s how you will survive and live 
long on the fertile land the LORD swore to give to your ancestors. His words remind me of 
the game show: Let’s Make a Deal. You have a choice – either you can have what is behind 
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door #1 or you can have what’s behind door #2. Behind door #1 are blessings and life. Behind 
door #2 are curses and death. You will choose one of them; it’s your choice. And Moses says 
that from everything he had learned from God over his 120 years – choose Life. That’s easy, of 
course, we will choose life. That’s what we’ve been seeking. We are a ready to claim the 
promise. Moses, we’ve made our choice. We choose life! 
 
And as the book of Joshua begins, the Israelites take the life they have chosen. They cross the 
river and enter into God’s gift of a Promised Land. And what happens? They forget about God. 
They are in a new land with new gods and they follow after the gods of the people who were 
already living there. “Choose Life.” It doesn’t sound that difficult. Don’t worship other gods. But if 
idolatry is giving central importance to someone or something other than God, it happens. We 
do it – even without intending to do so. We think we are resisting the consumer mentality that 
characterizes our culture, but where is our heart? We invest so much of ourselves in our 
possessions and establishing our financial security and employment security. But is that enough 
to stand on, to hang our hearts on – If that’s what’s behind door #1, is it Life? 
 
“Choose life,” says Moses. …by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by 
keeping his commandments…then you will live and thrive, and the LORD your God will 
bless you… But what Moses thought was the answer to what’s behind door #1 wasn’t enough 
– not that we should not be obedient or ignore the Law. Even when we do all we can do, it’s not 
enough. It’s a cruel world out there. I remember a few months after our daughter graduated from 
college, someone who graduated with her was killed in a car accident. He was on his way from 
New York to Hollywood to present a script that he had written when the car he was driving was 
hit head on by a drunk driver who was driving the wrong way on a freeway in the Denver area. 
Half way to achieving his dream. We can choose life, but this world is filled with people who 
have not made that choice and their choices impact ours. Or you follow Moses instruction. You 
choose life. You are obedient. You play by the rules. You do everything you are supposed to do. 
And then you open your quarterly financial statement and wonder what’s happened. Or you get 
word that your job has been eliminated or your home has been foreclosed or you’ve got cancer 
or your best friend does. Even when we choose what’s behind door #1, it looks and feels like we 
got what’s behind door #2. Even when we do all we can do – it’s not enough… 
 
That’s why I’m here this morning. It’s why I stand here in the shadow of the cross. One way or 
another we have demonstrated our inadequacies and our inability to control everything that 
happens. Moments ago, we heard the words of Joshua to those who were still in the process of 
claiming the Promised Land and have forgotten how they got there. Put aside the gods…and 
serve the LORD. Choose today whom you will serve… My family and I will serve the 
LORD. We want Life, and even the best of us can’t make that happen. Joshua was calling the 
people back to the covenant – God’s promise. And a thousand years later, God would send 
Jesus (in Hebrew, Joshua) into the world. This new Joshua would show that the Promise was 
not really a land at all, but a relationship. The Life that Moses was talking about, the choice that 
Joshua was talking about – it’s Jesus. Jesus is the way and the truth and the life. Just doing the 
right things is not enough. It’s the cross that will take us from Here to There, from door #2 to 
door #1. And we don’t carry that cross. That cross carries us. And it’s unconditional. No matter 
the circumstances that we face or the obstacles we put in the way. You’d think we wouldn’t 
forget that, but we do. In our busyness, we sometimes forget. In the midst of worship, we don’t 
see the cross. Our baptism/confirmation/end-of-life, remember we have been marked for life.  
 
That day in the Gwenapp cemetery, I noticed a tombstone next to my great-great grandparents 
It’s almost impossible to see in the photo, but at the bottom of the tombstone, the words “Simply 
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to thy cross I cling.” I’m part of that story. That’s the story I want reflected in my life, so when 
generations yet to come look back, they will see that’s where I was standing. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of August 30, 2020 
 
Weekly Prayer: God of Abraham, of Moses, of Joshua, and of Jesus, we give thanks that you 
have chosen us to be your people. You have called out to us so irresistibly and we have 
answered. Help us to remember each day that we have promised to serve you, and help us to 
put away all other things that compete for our loyalty to you. For you are our God, and we have 
chosen you. Amen. 
 
Monday, August 31 
 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Look here! Today I’ve set before you life and what’s good versus death and what’s wrong. If you 
obey the LORD your God’s commandments that I’m commanding you right now by loving the 
LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments, his regulations, 
and his case laws, then you will live and thrive, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land 
you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you refuse to listen, and so are 
misled, worshipping other gods and serving them, I’m telling you right now that you will definitely 
die. You will not prolong your life on the fertile land that you are crossing the Jordan River to 
enter and possess. I call heaven and earth as my witnesses against you right now: I have set 
life and death, blessing and curse before you. Now choose life—so that you and your 
descendants will live— by loving the LORD your God, by obeying his voice, and by clinging to 
him. That’s how you will survive and live long on the fertile land the LORD swore to give to your 
ancestors: to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
Observation: Before the Israelites had crossed the river and entered the Promised Land, 
Moses set the ultimate spiritual choice before the Israelites: life or death? And how much 
resonance it would have had if it was the scroll found in King Josiah’s time (2 Kings 22), as that 
righteous king tried to eliminate shrines to pagan gods while restoring the badly neglected 
Temple. Bluntly put, God is the ultimate source of all true life. To choose to live apart from God 
is, then, to refuse life. 
 
Application: God did not want us to know evil; he wanted us to know only good. But temptation 
and suspicion creep in: “Should we not find out for ourselves the other side of the picture? Let 
us find out for ourselves what is good and what is evil. Surely we can’t simply trust God for that!” 
And so the bond of trust is broken, and we are lost. We hide ourselves from God; we compete 
with each other. The Bible describes how God continues to seek our return. God would not 
leave us until all God’s children come home. Picture yourself hearing the aged Moses plead, 
“Choose life.” What’s your choice—how does your heart respond? 
 
Prayer: LORD God, I like choosing from many different brands when I shop, or having many 
options when I go to the movies. Help me to choose life in you, not just for an evening but for all 
my life. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, September 1 
 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 31:1-8 
Then Moses said these words to all Israel, telling them: I’m 120 years old today. I can’t move 
around well anymore. Plus, the LORD told me “You won’t cross the Jordan River.” But the LORD 
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your God, he’s the one who will cross over before you! He’s the one who will destroy these 
nations before you so you can displace them. Joshua too will cross over before you just like 
the LORD indicated. The LORD will do to these enemies the same thing he did to the Amorite 
kings Sihon and Og, and to their land, when he destroyed them. The LORD will lay them out 
before you, and you will do to them exactly what the command I’ve given you dictates. Be 
strong! Be fearless! Don’t be afraid and don’t be scared by your enemies, because the LORD 
your God is the one who marches with you. He won’t let you down, and he won’t abandon you. 
Then Moses called Joshua and, with all Israel watching, said to him: “Be strong and fearless 
because you are the one who will lead[b] this people to the land the LORD swore to their 
ancestors to give to them; you are the one who will divide up the land for them. But the LORD is 
the one who is marching before you! He is the one who will be with you! He won’t let you down. 
He won’t abandon you. So don’t be afraid or scared!” 
 
Observation: Numbers 27 told about Moses following God’s directions and authorizing Joshua 
to succeed him in leading the Israelites. As Moses neared the end of his life, he made it plain to 
Israel that he was not irreplaceable: “The LORD told me ‘You won’t cross the Jordan River.’ But 
the LORD your God, he’s the one who will cross over before you!” Moses knew he’d led in 
God’s power, not his own. He blessed Joshua, and urged him and the people to fearlessly trust 
God. 
 
Application: Have you ever seen a case in which a corporate leader, a government official, a 
church pastor or even a family patriarch clung to power too long, harming both himself/herself 
and the people they had served? What kind of attitude and inner spirit does it take to recognize, 
like Moses, that while we have gifts to offer, only our God is irreplaceable? 
 
Prayer: O God, help me meet all of life’s ups and downs with grace, not necessarily because I 
am graceful but because you are gracious. I’m not Moses—but help me to learn from him. 
Amen. 
 
Wednesday, September 2 
 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 32:48-50, 34:1-12 
The LORD spoke to Moses that very same day: “Hike up the Abarim mountains, to Mount Nebo, 
which is in the land of Moab opposite Jericho. Take a good look at the land of Canaan, which 
I’m giving to the Israelites as their property. You will die on the mountain you have hiked up, and 
you will be gathered to your people just like your brother Aaron, who died on Mount Hor and 
was gathered to his people. 
 
Then Moses hiked up from the Moabite plains to Mount Nebo, the peak of the Pisgah slope, 
which faces Jericho. The LORD showed him the whole land: the Gilead region as far as Dan’s 
territory; all the parts belonging to Naphtali along with the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, as 
well as the entirety of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea; also the arid southern plain, and 
the plain—including the Jericho Valley, Palm City—as far as Zoar. Then the LORD said to 
Moses: “This is the land that I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when I promised: ‘I will give 
it to your descendants.’ I have shown it to you with your own eyes; however, you will not cross 
over into it.” Then Moses, the LORD’s servant, died—right there in the land of Moab, according 
to the LORD’s command. The Lord buried him in a valley in Moabite country across from Beth-
peor. Even now, no one knows where Moses’ grave is. Moses was 120 years old when he died. 
His eyesight wasn’t impaired, and his vigor hadn’t diminished a bit. Back down in the Moabite 
plains, the Israelites mourned Moses’ death for thirty days. At that point, the time for weeping 
and for mourning Moses was over. Joshua, Nun’s son, was filled with wisdom because Moses 
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had placed his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to Joshua, and they did exactly what 
the LORD commanded Moses. No prophet like Moses has yet emerged in Israel; Moses knew 
the LORD face-to-face! That’s not even to mention all those signs and wonders that the LORD 
sent Moses to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh, to all his servants, and to his entire land—as well as all 
the extraordinary power that Moses displayed before Israel’s own eyes! 
 
Observation: At least from the time of the burning bush (Exodus 3), and probably even earlier, 
Moses had a God-given vision: living in the Promised Land. Before his earthly life ended, God 
gave him a mountaintop view of the place he’d hoped and dreamed of. It seems likely that as 
Moses died he held in his mind that vision of the Promised Land’s beauty. Israel mourned, and 
remembered their great leader. But Moses’ story wasn’t over. He reappeared centuries later in 
the Bible’s story. If anything, now he had a greater honor—he was encouraging Jesus, the 
LORD he’d served all his life, as Jesus prepared to face the cross on which he would save the 
whole world (Matthew 17:3). 
 
Application: Moses was not alone in dying before his grand, God-given vision was fully 
realized. When Abraham died, the “great nation” God promised he would become was just one 
person—his son Isaac. King David dreamed of building God a beautiful Temple, but his son, 
King Solomon, got to build it. After listing many heroes of faith, the letter to the Hebrews said, 
“All these people didn’t receive what was promised, though they were given approval for their 
faith” (Hebrews 11:39). The true Promised Land, toward which all God’s people journey, is not 
in this dark, broken world—it is God’s eternal realm of light and unending life, seen in vision in 
Revelation 21-22. What are your biggest God-given dreams? How can you pursue them 
fearlessly, knowing that beyond the limits of this world they will all come fully true in God’s 
eternal kingdom? 
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for Moses (and your faithful servants who wrote and transmitted 
his story). Let me live my life energetically for you, with my ultimate hopes fixed on that 
wonderful day when both Moses and I can praise you in your eternal kingdom. Amen. 
 
Thursday, September 3 
 
Scripture: Joshua 21:41-43 
This is the total of all the cities of the Levites within the property of the Israelites: forty-eight 
cities with their pastures. Each of these cities had its pastures around it. This was the case for 
all these cities. 
The LORD gave to Israel all the land he had pledged to give to their ancestors. They took it over 
and settled there. 
 
Observation: God’s promises are already and not yet fulfilled. There is an element of faith 
when it comes to God’s promises. At this point in Joshua, the Israelites are not yet in full 
possession of Canaan (i.e. the Promised Land). But there is confidence that what is unoccupied 
will be. In other words, the promise has been fulfilled even before it has been fully realized. All 
that is needed is the sign, which is recounted to this point in the book of Joshua.  
 
Application: In your own life, have there been times when you could trust a promise even if it 
had not yet been fulfilled? You may remember a promise made and the initial indications were 
that it would be fulfilled (marriage vows are one such example), but then something happens 
and the promise is not fulfilled (i.e. divorce). God’s promise is not like that. We can have 
confidence that what God promises will be fulfilled, but it takes faith. “Faith is the reality of what 
we hope for, the proof of what we don’t see.”(Hebrews 11:1) 
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Prayer: God, your greatest promise, fulfilled in your Son, Jesus is that the worst thing is never 
the last thing. Your love prevails no matter what happens to me. Thank you for that promise. 
Help me to begin and end each day, giving thanks that you will and you have been with me 
every step of the way. Amen. 
 
Friday, September 4 
 
Scripture: Joshua 24:14-15 
“So now, revere the LORD. Serve him honestly and faithfully. Put aside the gods that your 
ancestors served beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt and serve the LORD. But if it seems wrong 
in your opinion to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will serve. Choose the gods 
whom your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates or the gods of the Amorites in whose land 
you live. But my family and I will serve the LORD.” 
 
Observation: What word or phrase speaks to you from this reading? Joshua has led the people 
into the Promised Land. Through God’s guidance and direction, they now occupy the land. They 
are no longer slaves to the Egyptians. They are no longer a people who are wandering in the 
wilderness, searching for a home. Now, Joshua calls Israel to a decision in response to the 
Lord’s graciousness. The verb to serve appears seven times in these two verses. 
 
Application: How do these verses help us determine what it means to choose the Lord? How is 
the way that you are living an indication that you are or are not choosing the Lord? When are 
you tempted to choose something or someone else?   
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, you have blessed me and continue to be faithful and present. I do not 
always put you first in my life. I have followed other wants and needs and have forgotten you. 
Forgive me. Restore to me the joy of being in a right relationship with you. This day, I choose to 
serve you. Amen. 
 
Saturday, September 5 
 
Scripture: Psalm 37:5-11 
Commit your way to the LORD! Trust him! He will act and will make your righteousness shine like 
the dawn, your justice like high noon. Be still before the LORD, and wait for him. Don’t get upset 
when someone gets ahead—someone who invents evil schemes. Let go of anger and leave 
rage behind! Don’t get upset—it will only lead to evil. Because evildoers will be eliminated, but 
those who hope in the LORD—they will possess the land. In just a little while the wicked won’t 
exist! If you go looking around their place,  they won’t be there. But the weak will inherit the land; 
they will enjoy a surplus of peace. 
 
Observation: When we read Bible verses that say “Do not fear,” we’re often inclined to think, 
“Yeah, but they didn’t know what I’m facing!” But the Bible writers did not live in some movie 
fairyland. This psalmist knew well that “people succeed in their ways” and “carry out their wicked 
schemes.” In spite of that he said, “Trust in the Lord—be still before the Lord.” 
 
Application: Breaking this down, we hear that, when things are at their worst in our lives, we 
should commit to God, trust in God, be calm, wait patiently for God, refrain from anger, turn from 
wrath and not fret. All this seems to go totally opposite to our human nature and our natural 
tendencies. What does this tell us about God’s wisdom and his kingdom as compared to this 
world? Why would God want us to behave so differently from the norm? Do you believe this will 
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work for us? Why? Does God want us to “crash and burn”? You will notice that God doesn’t say 
that we should do nothing. How will we know what to do? 
 
Prayer: Lord, please help us to set aside our worries and fears. Teach us how to trust in you. 
Part the waters of this world and show us the path to your kingdom. Grant us patience and help 
us to provide wisely and well for those who depend on our work while we wait upon you. In 
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 


