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Growing up, I loved hearing my parents tell stories. I was especially intrigued by my mother’s 
stories about her childhood because it was so very different from the childhood I experienced 
growing up in San Diego. Mom grew up in the hills of West Virginia, in the small town of 
Beckley. She was a coal miner’s daughter and the seventh of eleven children. In all, there were 
six girls and five boys. When my mother was eight years-old, her mother died at home after 
giving birth to my mother’s youngest sister. After that, boys were pretty much left to fend for 
themselves but on older girls took responsibility for raising the younger girls. Their house had no 
electricity and the only running water was a faucet outside in the yard. They had an outhouse 
out back. They raised their own chickens and planted potatoes and carrots in their garden. All 
six sisters shared one bedroom and two beds. They each owned two pairs of socks, one to 
wear that day and the other, hand-washed and drying on the bed frame to be worn the next 
day. Their father, when not at the coal mine, was at the bar. When he came home, if he came 
home, he was drunk and abusive.  It was a hard life, and all of the girls came to realize their 
only hope of a better life was leaving home, getting an education and cutting ties with a very 
abusive father.  And so they did.  One at a time, all these young women left Beckley, started 
working to earn college tuition, graduated from college and became nurses, teachers, mental 
health professionals and businesswomen. One decision at a time, my mother changed the 
trajectory of her life.  She wrote her story, a story she is proud to tell.  
 
We are in week two of our message series called Better Decisions, Fewer Regrets based on a 
book by Andy Stanley of the same name. This series calls attention to the often-overlooked 
relationship between good questions and good decisions. In his book, Stanley recommends 
that, whenever faced with important decisions, we pause and ask five questions.  These 
questions will help us slow down and create perspective. Rather than focus on the immediate, 
they will help us focus on the ultimate, to be prudent and not foolish.  Because “the prudent 
(wise or thoughtful) see danger and seek refuge but the simple (naïve or foolish) keep moving 
and pay the penalty.”  (Proverbs 22:3) These five questions will help us connect the dots to a 
future we prefer rather than a future we may live to regret.   
Last week, we asked The Integrity Question, “Am I being honest with myself? Am I being honest 
with myself, really?”  Did you spend some time this last week wrestling with that 
question?  Remembering that the easiest person to deceive is the person in the mirror we heard 
from Jeremiah that, “the heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.” So now that the 
problem has been identified, we know where to start.  Be honest with yourself.  
 
This week we ask question number two, The Legacy Question. “What story do I want to tell?” 
Whenever you have a decision of any magnitude to make, hit the pause button and ask this 
question.  “What story do I want to tell?” Because every day, with every decision you make, you 
are writing the story of your life. When this season or chapter of your life is past, and this event 
is reduced to being a part of your story, what story do you want to tell?  Do you want to be the 
hero or the villain? The good example or the bad example? Will this be a story worth 
remembering and retelling or will it be a story that you hope that everyone forgets, and no one 
ever repeats?  And here’s the good news! You get to decide.  Even in unfair and challenging 
situations, you get to decide. 
 
For example, say your boss asks you to lie to a client and so you lie.  But then your lie is 
discovered, and your boss denies knowing anything about it and you are fired. Or how about 



this option? Your boss asks you to lie to a client, but you refuse to lie, and you are fired.  You 
still lost your job but now, but instead of saying, my boss asked me to lie and I got fired, now 
your story is, my boss asked me to lie and I refused and I got fired.  Which story is the better 
story? 
 
Graduates, perhaps over the course of the last year, you had a big exam coming up for which 
you really needed to study but your friends doing something fun instead. But you made the 
decision to stay in and study.  And you made that decision on more than one occasion and now 
you are graduating.  Congratulations.  We are proud of you.  Whether you’re going off to 
college, trade school, working or taking a gap year, this next year will be filled with a lot of big, 
new, important decisions that will compose the story of your life, so write a good one! 
 
Decision by decision, you are writing the story of your life. Sometimes it is difficult to think in 
terms of story when making decisions because the story comes later. Decisions are now. We 
get distracted by the pressure and emotions we feel in the moment. If I were to ask you to recall 
your worst decision, I am guessing it was an emotionally charged decision. It might be that first 
marriage or that purchase you now regret.  But in the moment, it was so appealing that you 
married it or you bought it. This cognitive bias is what psychologists call focalism or 
anchoring. This is when the victim is hyper-focused on one thing to the neglect of everything 
else and they lose their ability to think rationally. In emotionally charged, decision-making 
environments, we think in terms of our options and not our stories. So the next time you’re 
confronted with anything or anybody that has a strong emotional appeal, hit the pause 
button. Don’t step in, lean back. Not because he’s not “the one”. He may be. Not because it’s 
not a sound financial investment, it may be. Not because it’s not the right college or the perfect 
job, it may be. But anything with strong emotional appeal, even the right thing, clouds our 
judgement.  So hit the pause button.  Sleep on it.  Pray about it.  Call a trusted friend or mentor 
and consider your story. 
 
The Old Testament story of Joseph is a great reminder of how powerful the story of your life, 
your legacy, can be.  Having performed the musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat right here in our sanctuary just a few years ago, I’m guessing many of us are familiar 
with his story.  But this 4,000-year-old story of faithful, God loving man, is a story worth telling.   
 
In 1850 BC, 17-year-old Joseph (the 11th of Jacob’s 12 sons) found himself in a tough spot that 
was no fault of his own. His father, Jacob, loved Joseph more than all his other brothers 
because he was the only son of his favorite wife, Rachel.  This fueled the fires of sibling rivalry 
in his ten older brothers. Eventually, their jealousy got the better of them and they decided to kill 
Joseph. But at the last minute, they changed their minds and instead, sold him to Ishmaelite 
slave traders. Then when they arrived home, they told their father that his favorite son had been 
killed by a wild animal.  Now these ten young men had a secret that they would carry around 
with them for the rest of their lives.  They were liars for life.  It was a secret that they would be 
embarrassed to tell.  So whenever you are thinking about telling a lie, consider this 
first.  Whatever you gain in the moment, will not be worth the burden that you will be forced to 
carry for the rest of your life. Back to Joseph.   
 
Joseph ended up on the auction block in Egypt where he was purchased by a military officer 
named Potiphar.  This was a defining moment for Joseph. Was he going to do what most slaves 
did and work as little as possible with as bad of an attitude as possible or was he going to pour 
everything that he had into being the best slave possible?  I think we can all sympathize with 
Joseph because none of this is his fault.  Somebody else took control of his story. It would have 
been so easy for Joseph to feel and act like the victim because frankly, he was. But somehow, 



he overcame the negative trajectory of his life and made the decision to serve Potiphar to the 
best of his ability. Over time, Potiphar noticed this and gave him more responsibility in his 
household.  Now this is a story worth telling.   
 
But then Potiphar’s wife entered the scene and changed the trajectory of Joseph’s life yet again. 
Potiphar’s wife insisted that he become her lover and once again, he found himself, at no fault 
of his own, in a no-win situation. Joseph had a couple of options, neither of which was desirable 
and either of which could cost him his life. Yet, once again, Joseph opted for the better story.   
 
Here’s what he said, “Mrs. Potiphar, I came to this land as a slave. I had no rights and no future. 
Your husband purchased me. I did my best to serve him and you. Through my hard work, and 
God’s help, I’ve gained the trust of your husband.  He’s put me in charge of his entire 
household.” 
 
 “With me here, my master doesn’t pay attention to anything in his household; he’s put 
everything he has under my supervision. No one is greater than I am in this household, and he 
hasn’t denied me anything except you since you are his wife. How could I do this terrible thing 
and sin against God?”  (Genesis 39:9) Why would I want to add adultery and betrayal to my 
resume?  So option number one, “Your husband gave me an amazing opportunity that I never 
dreamed possible. I was faithful to him and to God who’s been watching out for me.  Or option 
number two, “Your husband gave me an amazing opportunity that I never dreamed possible, so 
I took advantage of his trust and had an affair with his wife.”  Which is the better 
story?  Whatever decision you are in the middle of making right now, will eventually become 
part of your story.  Which story would you want to tell? 
 
Joseph, once again, chose the better option and did the right thing. But Mrs. Potiphar was 
furious and taking revenge, accused him of trying to rape he.  He was thrown into jail. But 
Joseph’s story wasn’t over, and this is true for us. When we are in the difficult, dark, challenging 
valleys of life, it can feel like our stories are over or that this chapter will be end up being our 
defining story.  But it is the decisions that are made in those challenging seasons that often 
make all the difference between a story that ends badly or one that ends well.   
 
While in prison, Joseph decided to do the same thing he did when he served Potiphar, to be the 
best prisoner he could be.  And once again, he received recognition from the prison warden. 
Several years later, after being given fresh shave and clean clothes, he found himself being 
ushered into Pharoah’s presence to interpret a dream that Pharaoh believed to be a significant 
sign to the nation of Egypt and which none of his advisers had been able to interpret it. When 
asked to interpret the dream, Joseph surprised Pharoah and said, “I cannot interpret the dream 
but my God, (the Hebrew God) can.”  Imagine telling someone who considers himself a god that 
your God can interpret his dream.   
 
But Pharoah’s interest peaked. He wanted to hear what Joseph had to say so, out of curiosity, 
he allowed him to continue. Joseph said that Egypt would have seven years of robust grain 
harvest. They would be swimming in grain, and this was very good news. But that was just the 
first half of the dream. After those seven years of record-breaking grain harvest, Egypt would 
suffer the worst famine ever seen.  In other words, Egypt was about to experience their version 
of the dot com boom followed by their version of the Great Depression.   
 
Then Joseph did the unthinkable, he proceeded to give Pharoah unsolicited advice. No one 
ever gave the Pharaoh unsolicited advice, especially a Hebrew slave fresh from the 
dungeon. He told Pharaoh that he needed to appoint someone whose sole job it was to store 



grain to prepare Egypt for the coming famine.  “Choose someone you trust and put them in 
charge of the grain silos.”  Everyone held their breath to see how Pharaoh would respond.  But 
the Pharaoh smiled and said, “Can we find a man with more God-given gifts than this one? 
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Since God has made all this known to you, no one is as 
intelligent and wise as you are.’” (Genesis 41:38-39) And with that, Joseph became Pharaoh’s 
prime minister. Once again, Joseph decided well and was presented with an unbelievable 
opportunity. 
 
Seven years later, as predicted, a famine devastated that region of the world.  When everyone’s 
personal grain supplies ran out, Joseph opened the federal grain reserves and fed the nation. 
People travel from near and far to buy grain including, you guessed it, his ten brothers. When 
they arrived, Joseph recognized them immediately, but they did not recognize him.  After all, he 
was just a 17-year-old teenager when they last saw him and now he was a 30 year-old man, 
and one of the most powerful men in Egypt. For the sake of time, I’m going to skip to end of 
Joseph’s story but if you’ve never read the account of Joseph’s initial response to his brothers, 
it’s worth looking up.   
 
In the end, Joseph revealed his identity to his brothers and showed mercy on them.  And once 
again, Joseph decided against the gravitational pull of bitterness and decided on a story worth 
telling.  He fed not only Egypt but he fed his entire family and all of their families. His decision 
affected more stories than his own; a story that he decided one decision at a time.   
 
Which brings me back to the legacy question. What story do you want to tell?  What story do 
you want to be told about you?  Like my mother and her sisters, and Joseph and his brothers, 
you are writing the story of your life, one decision at a time. Every relational, financial, 
professional, or academic decision will become a part of your story.  And you get to decide. If 
someone has hijacked your life story, remember these words Joseph spoke to his brothers, 
“You planned something bad for me, but God produced something good from it.”  (Genesis 
50:20) I believe that God can wring good out of every circumstance. Or maybe you’ve made 
decisions in your past that you now regret, or you’re carrying around the heavy burden of a lie, 
remember the words of Jesus that say, “Come to me, all you who are struggling hard and 
carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest. I’m gentle and humble. And you will find rest for 
yourselves.” (Matthew 11:28-29) Confess and then release your guilt and regret to Jesus and 
begin to write a new chapter of your life.  It is never too late to write a story that you can be 
proud to tell.  
 
So in the weeks ahead, whenever you are faced with a big, important decision, ask yourself the 
Legacy Question: What story do I want to tell? Then act accordingly because you write the story 
of your life one decision at a time.   
 
Prayer:  Loving God, for the person in the middle of a big decision who is considering their 
options, help them to remember to push the pause button, take a deep breath and ask, “What 
story do I want to tell?”  Then give them ears to hear, wisdom to know and the courage to 
act.  Amen. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of June 6, 2021 
 
Weekly Prayer: All-knowing God, I give you my praise and thanks for who You are, and for all 
that You have done for me. You know me better than I know myself—all my thoughts and 
actions—and yet You still love me. No matter where I go or what I do, Your love encircles me—
ahead and behind— gently leading, guiding and blessing. I praise You for Your love, and Your 



faithful presence in my life. Examine my attitude and actions, lay bare the things I need to 
confess, challenge me with Your Word, and guide me on to the path that leads to life. For I am 
Yours, called by Your name. Amen. 
 
Monday, June 7 
 
Scripture: Genesis 39:1-6a 
When Joseph had been taken down to Egypt, Potiphar, Pharaoh’s chief officer, the commander 
of the royal guard and an Egyptian, purchased him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him 
down there. The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man and served in his 
Egyptian master’s household. His master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord 
made everything he did successful. Potiphar thought highly of Joseph, and Joseph became his 
assistant; he appointed Joseph head of his household and put everything he had under 
Joseph’s supervision. From the time he appointed Joseph head of his household and of 
everything he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s household because of Joseph. The Lord 
blessed everything he had, both in the household and in the field. So he handed over everything 
he had to Joseph. 
 
Observation: A spoiled son of privilege became a slave in a foreign land. How would a story 
like that play out? Somewhat surprisingly, instead of sinking into depression and bitterness, 
Joseph became a man of such capable integrity that Potiphar, his Egyptian master, “put 
everything he had under Joseph’s supervision.” But Genesis didn’t just say, “Joseph was 
amazing.” Instead, the historian said, “The Lord was with Joseph.” 
 
Application: When Joseph became a slave in Egypt, all hope for a productive life must have 
seemed lost. Instead, as he rose to trust and influence in Potiphar’s household, Genesis said 
God’s power was at work. The apostle Paul exclaimed: "God’s riches, wisdom, and knowledge 
are so deep! They are as mysterious as his judgments, and they are as hard to track as his 
paths!" (Romans 11:33). When has God carried you through a painful or challenging time? 
When have you seen God work in ways mysterious to human wisdom? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, in whatever I do, at work, in school, in my household, I ask for your presence 
to be with me and to guide me in my decision-making so that my efforts will be effective in 
serving and blessing others. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, June 8 
 
Scripture: Genesis 40:1-15, 23; 41:1, 8-16  
Sometime later, both the wine steward and the baker for Egypt’s king offended their master, the 
king of Egypt. Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief wine steward and the chief 
baker, and he put them under arrest with the commander of the royal guard in the same jail 
where Joseph was imprisoned. The commander of the royal guard assigned Joseph to assist 
them. After they had been under arrest for some time, both of them—the wine steward and the 
baker for Egypt’s king who were imprisoned in the jail—had dreams one night, and each man’s 
dream had its own meaning. When Joseph met them in the morning, he saw that they were 
upset. He asked the officers of Pharaoh who were under arrest with him in his master’s house, 
“Why do you look so distressed today?” They answered, “We’ve both had dreams, but there’s 
no one to interpret them.” Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpretations belong to God? Describe 
your dreams to me.” The chief wine steward described his dream to Joseph: “In my dream there 
was a vine right in front of me, and on the vine were three branches. When it budded, its 
blossoms appeared, and its clusters ripened into grapes. Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, so I 



took the grapes, crushed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and put the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” Joseph 
said to him, “This is the dream’s interpretation: The three branches are three days. After three 
days, Pharaoh will give you an audience and return you to your position. You will put Pharaoh’s 
cup in his hand, just the way things were before when you were his wine steward. But please, 
remember me when you are doing well and be loyal to me. Put in a good word for me to 
Pharaoh, so he sets me free from this prison. I was stolen from the land of the Hebrews, and 
here too I’ve done nothing to be thrown into this dungeon.” 
 
But the chief wine steward didn’t remember Joseph; he forgot all about him. 
 
Two years later, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing near the Nile. 
 
In the morning, he was disturbed and summoned all of Egypt’s religious experts and all of its 
advisors. Pharaoh described his dreams to them, but they couldn’t interpret them for Pharaoh. 
Then the chief wine steward spoke to Pharaoh: “Today I’ve just remembered my mistake. 
Pharaoh was angry with his servants and put me and the chief baker under arrest with the 
commander of the royal guard. We both dreamed one night, he and I, and each of our dreams 
had its own interpretation. A young Hebrew man, a servant of the commander of the royal 
guard, was with us. We described our dreams to him, and he interpreted our dreams for us, 
giving us an interpretation for each dream. His interpretations came true exactly: Pharaoh 
restored me to my position but hanged him.” So Pharaoh summoned Joseph, and they quickly 
brought him from the dungeon. He shaved, changed clothes, and appeared before Pharaoh. 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, but no one could interpret it. Then I heard that when 
you hear a dream, you can interpret it.” Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It’s not me. God will give 
Pharaoh a favorable response.” 
 
Observation: Joseph was a Hebrew slave, jailed by a powerful Egyptian politician for 
something he didn’t do. How could he possibly escape that fix? Then the Egyptian Pharaoh 
jailed two men who’d worked in trusted positions in his palace. Each man had a mysterious 
dream, and God helped Joseph explain those dreams. As the dream indicated, Pharaoh 
reinstated his steward to his trusted position. After two years, Egypt’s king himself had 
mysterious dreams. At that, the steward finally remembered Joseph (who was still in prison). 
 
Application: Egypt’s ruler said to Joseph, “I heard that when you hear a dream, you can 
interpret it.” Joseph’s answer was prompt and clear: “It’s not me. God will give Pharaoh a 
favorable response” (verse 16). Joseph could have easily taken the credit Pharaoh offered him, 
but he’d formed an honest character through his day-by-day choices before this moment. What 
decisions are you making each day to build the character God wants you to have?  
 
Prayer: Loving Lord, keep me aware of the needs of those around me, not just my own. And 
help me to always seek your glory before I seek my own. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, June 9 
 
Scripture: Genesis 41:17-41 
So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile. In front of me, 
seven fattened, stout cows climbed up out of the Nile and grazed on the reeds. Just then, seven 
other cows, weak and frail and thin, climbed up after them. I’ve never seen such awful cows in 
all the land of Egypt. Then the thin, frail cows devoured the first seven, fattened cows. But after 
they swallowed them whole, no one would have known it. They looked just as bad as they had 
before. Then I woke up. I went to sleep again and saw in my dream seven full and healthy ears 



of grain growing on one stalk. Just then, seven hard and thin ears of grain, scorched by the east 
wind, sprouted after them, and the thin ears swallowed up the healthy ears. I told the religious 
experts, but they couldn’t explain it to me.” Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh has actually had 
one dream. God has announced to Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven healthy cows 
are seven years, and the seven healthy ears of grain are seven years. It’s actually one dream. 
The seven thin and frail cows, climbing up after them, are seven years. The seven thin ears of 
grain, scorched by the east wind, are seven years of famine. It’s just as I told Pharaoh: God has 
shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. Seven years of great abundance are now coming 
throughout the entire land of Egypt. After them, seven years of famine will appear, and all of the 
abundance in the land of Egypt will be forgotten. The famine will devastate the land. No one will 
remember the abundance in the land because the famine that follows will be so very severe. 
The dream occurred to Pharaoh twice because God has determined to do it, and God will make 
it happen soon. 
“Now Pharaoh should find an intelligent, wise man and give him authority over the land of Egypt. 
Then Pharaoh should appoint administrators over the land and take one-fifth of all the produce 
of the land of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. During the good years that are 
coming, they should collect all such food and store the grain under Pharaoh’s control, protecting 
the food in the cities. This food will be reserved for the seven years of famine to follow in the 
land of Egypt so that the land won’t be ravaged by the famine.” This advice seemed wise to 
Pharaoh and all his servants, and Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man with more 
God-given gifts than this one?” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this 
known to you, no one is as intelligent and wise as you are. You will be in charge of my kingdom, 
and all my people will obey your command. Only as the enthroned king will I be greater than 
you.” Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Know this: I’ve given you authority over the entire land of Egypt.” 
 
Observation: Through Joseph, God warned Pharaoh that his two bizarre dreams (corn eating 
corn?) were a deadly serious warning of a coming famine. Pharaoh was so impressed by 
Joseph’s wisdom and discernment that he made an unexpected (and no doubt shocking to 
ambitious Egyptian officers in his court) announcement. He was freeing the imprisoned Hebrew, 
and promoting him to be his chief deputy, with power over all of Egypt!  
 
Application: When Pharaoh “put [his signet ring] on Joseph’s hand, dressed him in linen 
clothes, and put a gold necklace around his neck,” he was replacing Joseph’s prison clothes! 
History is full of stories of rulers who selfishly abused their power. Instead of self-seeking, 
Joseph chose to live to honor God. How are you and the Holy Spirit doing at developing the 
inner qualities and spiritual disciplines needed for you to use whatever power you have in 
positive, unselfish ways—God’s ways? 
 
Prayer: Lord, your guiding hand is at work in my life each day. Help me not to overlook or fail to 
value that just because you do not always produce reversals in my fortunes as dramatic as you 
did for Joseph. Amen. 
 
Thursday, June 10 
 
Scripture: James 1:2-4, 12 
My brothers and sisters, think of the various tests you encounter as occasions for joy. After all, 
you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. Let this endurance complete its 
work so that you may be fully mature, complete, and lacking in nothing. 
 
Those who stand firm during testing are blessed. They are tried and true. They will receive the 
life God has promised to those who love him as their reward.  



 
Observation: James didn’t write about “if you face trials.” He wrote about “the various tests you 
encounter,” for he knew trials are an inescapable part of life. He even urged us to consider trials 
an occasion for joy. Really? Some trials hurt so much we may find it next to impossible to even 
imagine joy in them. Author Glennon Doyle offers this wisdom when facing life’s inevitable trials: 
“If you are uncomfortable —in deep pain, angry, yearning, confused—you don't have a problem, 
you have a life. Being human is not hard because you’re doing it wrong, it’s hard because you’re 
doing it right. You will never change the fact that being human is hard, so you must change your 
idea that it was ever supposed to be easy.” God did not and does not promise easy. God 
promised God’s abiding presence as we become mature followers of Christ. And it was in that 
maturing sense of endurance, or resilience, that James found joy, not in the trials themselves. 
 
Application: How do you most often respond to the trials of life? With joy? With distress? The 
next time you face a trial or have a difficult decision to make, step back and remember that it’s 
okay to be uncomfortable. This is what it means to be human. God is with you in your sadness 
or discomfort. What do you believe are the most characteristic marks of a mature, “tried and 
true” Christian? (If you’re not sure, review Galatians 5:22-23 and 2 Peter 1:5-8 as thought 
starters.) Do you exhibit those traits? Are there areas of your life you need to examine to lead 
you to the place where you are “fully mature, complete and lacking in nothing?”  
 
Prayer: God of wisdom, right now the world around me seems drastically changed, and I don’t 
like that at all. Help me, even in this difficult season, to ask questions that will lead to good 
decisions that will help me find ways to grow in the resilient maturity you offer to give me. 
Amen.  
 
Friday, June 11 
 
Scripture: Genesis 47:1-12; 48:1-11  
Joseph went to inform Pharaoh and said, “My father and brothers with their flocks, herds, and 
everything they own have come from the land of Canaan and are now in the land of Goshen.” 
From all of his brothers, he selected five men and presented them before Pharaoh. Pharaoh 
said to Joseph’s brothers, “What do you do?” They said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are 
shepherds, both we and our ancestors.” They continued, “We’ve come to the land as 
immigrants because the famine is so severe in the land of Canaan that there are no more 
pastures for your servants’ flocks. Please allow your servants to settle in the land of Goshen.” 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since your father and brothers have arrived, the land of Egypt is 
available to you. Settle your father and brothers in the land’s best location. Let them live in the 
land of Goshen. And if you know capable men among them, put them in charge of my own 
livestock.” Joseph brought his father Jacob and gave him an audience with Pharaoh. Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh, and Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are you?” Jacob said to Pharaoh, “I’ve 
been a traveler for 130 years. My years have been few and difficult. They don’t come close to 
the years my ancestors lived during their travels.” Jacob blessed Pharaoh and left Pharaoh’s 
presence. Joseph settled his father and brothers and gave them property in the land of Egypt, in 
the best location in the land of Rameses, just as Pharaoh had ordered. Joseph provided food for 
his father, his brothers, and his father’s entire household, in proportion to the number of 
children. 
 
After this happened, Joseph was told, “Your father is getting weaker,” so he took his two sons 
Manasseh and Ephraim with him. When Jacob was informed, “Your son Joseph is here now,” 
he pulled himself together and sat up in bed. Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to 
me in Luz in the land of Canaan. He blessed me and said to me, ‘I am about to give you many 



children, to increase your numbers, and to make you a large group of peoples. I will give this 
land to your descendants following you as an enduring possession.’ Now, your two sons born to 
you in the land of Egypt before I arrived in Egypt are my own. Ephraim and Manasseh are just 
like Reuben and Simeon to me. Your family who is born to you after them are yours, but their 
inheritance will be determined under their brothers’ names. When I came back from Paddan-
aram, Rachel died, to my sorrow, on the road in the land of Canaan, with some distance yet to 
go to Ephrathah, so I buried her there near the road to Ephrathah, which is Bethlehem.” 
When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who are these?” Joseph told his father, “They’re my 
sons, whom God gave me here.” Israel said, “Bring them to me and I will bless them.” Because 
Israel’s eyesight had failed from old age and he wasn’t able to see, Joseph brought them close 
to him, and he kissed and embraced them. Israel said to Joseph, “I didn’t expect I’d see your 
face, but now God has shown me your children too.” 
 
Observation: Joseph’s engaging, delightful story was not a stand-alone tale. It fit into a much 
larger story of God working through Abraham and his descendants to share God’s power and 
mercy with all people. In that larger story, Joseph’s story set the stage for Israel’s defining story, 
the Exodus from Egypt, by showing how they came to be in Egypt to begin with. 
 
Application: We get some insight into Joseph’s father, Jacob, as he prepared to die after a 
long, winding road through life, marked by many troubles and some memorable high points with 
God. As you read the record of some of Jacob’s final words to Joseph, what stands out to you 
as an indication of the patriarch’s approach to life? How does Genesis 48:11 show a spirit of 
gratitude?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to go through my life eager to offer your blessing to any person I 
meet. And help me, like Jacob, to live in gratitude for your goodness to me. Amen. 
 
Saturday, June 12 
 
Scripture: Genesis 50:12-26  
Israel’s sons did for him just as he had ordered. His sons carried him to the land of Canaan and 
buried him in the cave in the field of Machpelah near Mamre, which Abraham had purchased as 
burial property from Ephron the Hittite. Then Joseph returned to Egypt, he, his brothers, and 
everyone who left with him to bury his father. 
When Joseph’s brothers realized that their father was now dead, they said, “What if Joseph 
bears a grudge against us, and wants to pay us back seriously for all of the terrible things we 
did to him?” So they approached Joseph and said, “Your father gave orders before he died, 
telling us, ‘This is what you should say to Joseph. “Please, forgive your brothers’ sins and 
misdeeds, for they did terrible things to you. Now, please forgive the sins of the servants of your 
father’s God.”’” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers wept too, fell down in front of 
him, and said, “We’re here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I 
God? You planned something bad for me, but God produced something good from it, in order to 
save the lives of many people, just as he’s doing today. Now, don’t be afraid. I will take care of 
you and your children.” So he put them at ease and spoke reassuringly to them.Thus Joseph 
lived in Egypt, he and his father’s household. Joseph lived 110 years and saw Ephraim’s 
grandchildren. The children of Machir, Manasseh’s son, were also born on Joseph’s knees. 
Joseph said to his brothers, “I’m about to die. God will certainly take care of you and bring you 
out of this land to the land he promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Joseph made 
Israel’s sons promise, “When God takes care of you, you must bring up my bones out of here.” 
Joseph died when he was 110 years old. They embalmed him and placed him in a coffin in 
Egypt. 



 
Observation: Joseph saved his family (and all Egypt) from starvation. But after Jacob’s death, 
the brothers still feared Joseph might use his powerful position to take revenge for what they’d 
done. Their fear led them to weep—their distrust made Joseph weep. He repeated that he’d 
chosen to forgive them. And, as the end of his life approached, he expressed his confidence 
that Israel’s future did not lie in Egypt and made them promise that he’d be part of the Exodus to 
come. 
 
Application: Forgiveness doesn’t change the past. Some have defined forgiveness as giving 
up the hope of a different past. I would add to this that it’s taking on the hope of a joyful 
future.  In what ways did Joseph’s willingness to forgive his brothers change their lives' stories? 
Joseph went through a lifelong process of growth. Sometimes in life there are big hurts, and 
these kinds of wounds do not disappear after a day. I picture the boulder being chipped away, a 
little at a time. What large hurts have you suffered? How can you and God begin or continue, 
each day, to chip away at those boulders? When has forgiveness brought greater freedom and 
joy to you or someone you know well?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for forgiving me, many times. Let your forgiveness “go viral” in 
my life, shaping all of my relationships, attitudes and my life story. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


