
 

At the Movies: 2. Won’t You Be My Neighbor? 
Ephesians 4:17-18, 20-24, 29 
August 8, 2021 
Pastor Tami Luckhardt 
 
Well, here we are again At the Movies again.  This is week two of a series we have done for 
several summers where we look at popular movies to help illustrate a passage of scripture or a 
Biblical truth.  Today’s movie is A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood, the story of Mr. Rogers, 
the TV icon who also happened to be a Presbyterian pastor.  Did any of you grow up watching 
Mr. Rogers like I did?  In talking to my youngest sister, Maria, this past week, she said she 
always felt like Mr. Rogers liked her.  I remember feeling the same way too.  His mission in life 
was to help children find positive ways to deal with their feelings.  And now, particularly now in 
the times in which we are living, when our neighborhoods don’t always feel so beautiful, this is 
an important message for all of us to revisit. 
In the opening scene, Mr. Rogers introduces us to his friend, Lloyd Vogel. Lloyd is an award-
winning, investigative reporter for Esquire Magazine.  When we first meet Lloyd, he is with his 
wife, Andrea in their home and they are packing to go to his sister’s wedding.  Andrea tells Lloyd 
that his father is also going to be at the wedding.  This upsets Lloyd because he and his father 
have a very challenging relationship.  In fact, they haven’t seen or spoken to each other in 
years.  At the wedding, Lloyd and his father get in a heated argument and Lloyd ends up 
punching his father.  And then someone else punches Lloyd.   
 
On his show, Mr. Roger often shared how he himself had moments when others have hurt 
him.  Back when his show was originally recorded, his viewers would have been little children 
but considering the context of this movie and today’s message, the viewer is you.  So, what 
about you?  Has someone ever hurt you?  I think we’ve all had hurtful words spoken to us at 
one time or another. Mr. Rogers says there is always something you can do with the mad or sad 
that you feel.  And that is what we are going to talk about today. 
 
This movie was inspired by an interview with Mr. Rogers in Esquire Magazine that Tom Junod 
wrote back in November of 1998.  In the movie, Tom Junod’s character is Lloyd and Lloyd has 
been living with pain, resentment, and anger for years.  And one day at work, he gets a very 
unlikely assignment. He is sent to interview Mr. Rogers.  
 
So Lloyd schedules an interview with Mr. Rogers and flies to Pittsburgh to interview him on the 
set where they film Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood. When he arrives, the show is being recorded 
and Mr. Rogers is showing his audience how to put up a tent.  But he is having difficulties doing 
that and is not able to get it set up.  His staff suggests that they shoot the scene over again, but 
Mr. Rogers says, “No, no.  Let’s keep it.”  Then he walks over to meet Lloyd and immediately 
sees Lloyd’s face and asks what happened.  Lloyd says it happened while he was playing 
softball, a “play at the plate.” Then they sit down and start the interview.  It’s during the interview 
that Mr. Rogers learns of Lloyd’s fight with his dad. 
 
Although Lloyd is there to interview Mr. Rogers, this is feeling more like a counselling session 
for Lloyd.  Mr. Rogers knows that for Lloyd to get into a fight with his father, there must be more 
to the story.  And of course, he’s right.  Lloyd’s father, Gerry had several affairs when he was 
married to Lloyd’s mother.  Then he left her and the kids when Lloyd’s mother was dying of 
cancer.  And those actions have left deep wounds on Lloyd. 
 
Maybe some of you resonate with that pain or someone saying or doing something that hurt you 
or offended you, devalued or discounted you.  So what do you do with that pain?  Do you want 



 

the other person to hurt like you hurt?  An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  Isn’t that what 
the Bible says?  Or perhaps you tell yourself to just get over it and you stuff those feelings down 
deep inside.  When those moments arise in this imperfect world full of imperfect people, what do 
you do?   
 
The Apostle Paul suffered his share of moments where he was wronged and hurt by others but 
he also had moments where he wronged and hurt a lot of other people.  At the time, the law of 
the land was in fact, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  You hurt me.  I hurt you back.  
But then Jesus showed up and turned everything upside down including Paul’s life, by showing 
us a better way, the way of God’s heart. You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you that you must not oppose those who want to hurt you. If 
people slap you on your right cheek, you must turn the left cheek to them as well.  
The people to which Paul is writing to in today’s scripture have experienced some pain, loss and 
Paul wants to speak into that.  So, in this letter he says, “So I’m telling you this, and I insist on it 
in the Lord: you shouldn’t live your life like the Gentiles anymore. They base their lives on 
pointless thinking, and they are in the dark in their reasoning.”  Paul is saying stop acting like 
people who don’t know God.  Stop acting like people who don’t know how much God loves 
you. He goes on.. You didn’t learn that sort of thing from Christ… Instead, renew the thinking in 
your mind by the Spirit and clothe yourself with the new person created according to God’s 
image in justice and true holiness.  Paul is saying, that is not who you are.  That is not Whose 
you are.  You have the Spirit of God dwelling inside you.  Allow God to renew your thoughts and 
attitudes about everything. Put aside all bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, and 
slander, along with every other evil.  
 
When someone hurts us or offends us, our human tendency is to do the same thing right back 
at them and to hold onto our pain and resentment.  I know I’ve done that more times that I care 
to admit.  I left a job once because the work environment had become toxic and for my own 
health and wellbeing, I needed to leave.  And after I left, I heard things being said about me that 
simply were not true.  And for months, other employees who had also been hurt, would call me 
and we’d unpack those hurtful moments to each other over and over again.  In the moment, it 
felt good to do that, but eventually I came to realize that in doing that, I just kept reopening the 
wound and my heart wasn’t able to heal.  And eventually, after a couple of years, hard work and 
a lot of prayer, I decided it was time to forgive my offender and let it go.  
  
You may be sitting here asking, “Let it go?  That’s so much easier said than done.”  And you’re 
right. In this world where there is so much violence, evil and hate, let it go?  It is easier said than 
done but just because something is hard doesn’t mean it’s not the right thing to do.  Paul says, 
Be kind, compassionate, and forgiving to each other, in the same way God forgave you in 
Christ. 
 
You want to heal the hurt in your heart, you must forgive the other person.  Let it go.  Paul’s not 
saying that what they did was okay or to pretend like it never happened or that they were 
justified in their actions. He simply says, forgive them.  And to forgive them, you must 
acknowledge the wound and if possible, talk about it with the other person.  Tell them how what 
they did made you feel.  Paul is saying in order for you to heal, you have to forgive the 
debt.  They don’t owe you a thing.  An apology would be nice, but it is not necessary for you to 
heal.  You decide and then let it go.   
 
Then Paul says, and before you think I’m asking too much of you, remember what Jesus has 
already done for you.  Live your life with love, following the example of Christ, who loved us 
and gave himself for us. He was a sacrificial offering that smelled sweet to God. Jesus has 



 

already set the example for us by dying for our sins and forgiving us.  He sacrifices his right-
ness for our righteousness.  Paul is saying, be like Jesus. 
 
Back to the movie,  Lloyd comes home one day to find his father and his father’s girlfriend in the 
kitchen with his wife, Andrea.  And the arguing starts right up again, and Lloyd’s father gets so 
worked up that he has a heart attack and is rushed to the hospital.  But Lloyd is so 
uncomfortable in the hospital because it reminds him of his memories with his dying mother, he 
says he must go back to work and boards a bus for Pittsburgh and his emotional breakdown 
begins.  He simply can’t escape his pain any longer and when he gets to Mr. Rogers’ studio, he 
collapses.  And when he wakes, he finds himself in a bed in Mr. Rogers’ home.  Over a meal 
later in the day, Mr. Rogers helps Lloyd forgive his father.   
 
Well, Lloyd flies back home to be with his family, a changed man and he and Andrea go to his 
dad’s house only to find Gerry in a hospital bed in his living room.  And in the middle of the 
night, while sitting beside his father’s bed, Lloyd and his father finally have a real, honest, heart 
to heart conversation in which Gerry apologizes to Lloyd and tells him he loves him.  To which 
Lloyd replies, I love you too, Dad. 
 
The next day, there’s a knock on the door and guess who it is?  Mr. Rogers.  And as the family 
sit there visiting the topic of dying comes up and conversation turns a little awkward so Mr. 
Rogers offers some much-needed wisdom.  Anything human is mentionable and anything 
mentionable is manageable but so often, our wounds and offensives are often swept under the 
rug, never to be mentioned again.  We do anything we can to avoid those conversations and the 
last person we want to talk with about it is the person who offended us.  But to be imperfect with 
our words and actions is to be human.  And anything human is mentionable.  And anything 
mentionable is manageable.  And for those who have the Spirit of God dwelling within them, 
anything mentionable is achievable.  In the moments where you have been wounded by words 
or actions, you need to talk about it and expect the best in the other person because when they 
hear about your wounds, they may just ask for your forgiveness before you can even ask for it 
yourself.  But if they don’t, let it go.  For the sake of your soul, let it go and God will begin to heal 
your heart.   
 
Let’s pray:  Loving God, all of us have moments when we have been personally wounded and 
in light of where our world is right now, there is a lot of grieving, hurt and anger going on 
everywhere right now.  And as imperfect people, we have the natural tendency to hurt one 
another.  But you offer a solution, the grace that you so freely gave to us, let us now extend to 
other people. Amen. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of August 8, 2021 
 
Weekly Prayer: Loving God, you are faithful and worthy of my trust. Your love never fails. 
Confront me in the ways I have chosen not to love. Move me toward genuine patience, 
kindness, forgiveness, and humility. Teach me today what it means to love others as you 
have loved me. Amen. 
 
Monday, August 9 
 
Scripture: Matthew 5:21-24; 1 John 3:15  
“You have heard that it was said to those who lived long ago, Don’t commit murder, and all who 
commit murder will be in danger of judgment. But I say to you that everyone who is angry with 
their brother or sister will be in danger of judgment. If they say to their brother or sister, ‘You 



 

idiot,’ they will be in danger of being condemned by the governing council. And if they say, ‘You 
fool,’ they will be in danger of fiery hell. Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar and there 
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift at the altar and 
go. First make things right with your brother or sister and then come back and offer your gift. 
 
Everyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that murderers don’t have 
eternal life residing in them. 
 
Observation: In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus startlingly widened the sixth commandment’s 
reach. Contempt, anger, and words that aim to tear down and destroy others are as morally 
destructive as the physical act of murder, he said. And Jesus lived that out—he didn’t seek to 
kill his foes, but actually laid down his life for them. In his short letter, John echoed what Jesus 
taught: that feelings and words of hatred toward others are a destructive type of murder.  
 
Application: What do you think makes it often feel satisfying to express contempt for people 
who disagree with you or are different, and tear down their reputation? Are there relationships in 
which you have found it possible to disagree respectfully, seeking common ground rather than 
“victory”? If so, how can you extend those dynamics to more of your interactions?  
 
Prayer: Dear God, help me in all my dealings with others to focus more on what connects us 
than on what divides us. Help me exercise discernment, but in a generous, unifying spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Tuesday, August 10  
 
Scripture: Matthew 16:21-27  
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things from the elders, chief priests, and legal experts, and that he had to be killed and 
raised on the third day. Then Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to correct him: 
“God forbid, Lord! This won’t happen to you.” But he turned to Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan. You are a stone that could make me stumble, for you are not thinking God’s thoughts but 
human thoughts.” 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “All who want to come after me must say no to themselves, 
take up their cross, and follow me. All who want to save their lives will lose them. But all who 
lose their lives because of me will find them. Why would people gain the whole world but lose 
their lives? What will people give in exchange for their lives? For the Human One[a] is about to 
come with the majesty of his Father with his angels. And then he will repay each one for what 
that person has done. 
 
 
Observation: The reporter asked Fred Rogers, “What's it like to be famous?” Mr. Rogers 
replied, “Fame is a four-letter word. What matters is what we do with it.” When Jesus told his 
closest followers he would die on the cross, Peter (the most outspoken disciple) tried to talk 
Jesus out of that. After all, Jesus was famous and popular. But Jesus “doubled down,” saying 
he called ALL his followers to “take up their cross.” What would be the point, he asked, of giving 
up God’s offer of eternal life just for earthly wealth or prestige? “Why would people gain the 
whole world but lose their lives?”  
 
Application: Peter, like most first-century Jews, expected a triumphant Messiah, a figure of 
daunting power. He struggled to understand Jesus’ words about self-sacrifice. What 
assumptions about life, success and greatness do you have that make it harder for you to 



 

accept Jesus’ teaching about a truly great life? What has helped your thinking to reach beyond 
those inherited cultural assumptions?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, so many voices say avoiding pain and sacrifice is the way to a good life. 
Your call is highly counter-cultural. Let my lesser self die so that a greater self you’ve shaped 
may be born. Amen.  
 
Wednesday, August 11  
 
Scripture: Luke 15:11-24 
Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons. The younger son said to his father, ‘Father, give me 
my share of the inheritance.’ Then the father divided his estate between them. Soon afterward, 
the younger son gathered everything together and took a trip to a land far away. There, he 
wasted his wealth through extravagant living. “When he had used up his resources, a severe 
food shortage arose in that country and he began to be in need. He hired himself out to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. He longed to eat his fill from 
what the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything. When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired hands have more than enough food, but I’m starving to death! I will 
get up and go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I no longer deserve to be called your son. Take me on as one of your hired hands.” ’ So he 
got up and went to his father. “While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
moved with compassion. His father ran to him, hugged him, and kissed him. Then his son said, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your 
son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Quickly, bring out the best robe and put it on him! Put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet! Fetch the fattened calf and slaughter it. We must 
celebrate with feasting because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life! He was 
lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
 
Observation: Fred Rogers told the reporter, “I don't think anybody can grow unless he really is 
accepted exactly as he is.”  Jesus’ story vividly pictured a selfish, naïve young man who rashly 
used up his resources. Only then did he come “to his senses” (verse 17). His father watched for 
him, not to scold but to welcome: “While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
moved with compassion.” The father’s accepting love embraced him with robe, ring, sandals 
and the fattened calf, saying, “This son of mine…was lost and is found!” 
 
Application: Scholar N. T. Wright noted that “in a culture where senior figures are far too 
dignified to run anywhere, this man takes to his heels as soon as he sees his young son 
dragging himself home.” This is one of Jesus’ great pictures of what God is truly like. Do you 
picture God intimidating, looking down on you sternly? Or do you see him as a loving parent 
always eager to run to you and throw his arms around you?  
 
Prayer: Lord God, sometimes I’m careless, sometimes I’m stubborn. Keep bringing me “to my 
senses,” making me willing to come home to you, again and again. Amen.  
  
Thursday, August 12  
 
Scripture: John 3:1-10, 16-17  
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader. He came to Jesus at night and said 
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one could do 
these miraculous signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered, “I assure you, 
unless someone is born anew, it’s not possible to see God’s kingdom.” Nicodemus asked, “How 



 

is it possible for an adult to be born? It’s impossible to enter the mother’s womb for a second 
time and be born, isn’t it?” Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born of water and 
the Spirit, it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom. Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. Don’t be surprised that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
anew.’ God’s Spirit blows wherever it wishes. You hear its sound, but you don’t know where it 
comes from or where it is going. It’s the same with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said, “How are these things possible?” “Jesus answered, “You are a teacher of 
Israel and you don’t know these things? 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t 
perish but will have eternal life. God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him. 
 
Observation: Most of us, like the reporter in the film, struggle with Mr. Rogers’ idea: 
“Sometimes we have to ask for help, and that’s ok.”  Nicodemus, a Hebrew leader, faced the 
same struggle. He saw Jesus’ obvious power, and wanted to talk to this new teacher. But he 
came at night, not ready to risk his status as a leader. Jesus spoke of being “born again” (a 
serious pun—the Greek word anothen rendered “again” also meant “from above”). It led to a key 
verse: “In [John 3:16], we find the essence of Christian theology.”   
 
Application: Jesus invited Nicodemus to live in the light of God's kingdom. Their talk seems to 
have gradually changed Nicodemus (John 7:45-52; John 19:38-42). How did Jesus connect the 
ideas of “birth” and “new life” as he spoke with Nicodemus? In what ways (if at all) do you 
believe your eternal life has begun due to the impact of God’s love on your life?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, keep breaking me free from any ways in which I love darkness. Keep 
drawing me to your loving, light-giving, new life-giving presence. Amen.  
 
Friday, August 13 
 
Scripture: Luke 7:36-47  
One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to eat with him. After he entered the Pharisee’s home, he 
took his place at the table. Meanwhile, a woman from the city, a sinner, discovered that Jesus 
was dining in the Pharisee’s house. She brought perfumed oil in a vase made of alabaster. 
Standing behind him at his feet and crying, she began to wet his feet with her tears. She wiped 
them with her hair, kissed them, and poured the oil on them. When the Pharisee who had 
invited Jesus saw what was happening, he said to himself, If this man were a prophet, he would 
know what kind of woman is touching him. He would know that she is a sinner. Jesus 
replied, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Teacher, speak,” he said. “A certain lender 
had two debtors. One owed enough money to pay five hundred people for a day’s work. The 
other owed enough money for fifty. When they couldn’t pay, the lender forgave the debts of 
them both. Which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the 
largest debt canceled.” Jesus said, “You have judged correctly.” Jesus turned to the woman and 
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? When I entered your home, you didn’t give me water 
for my feet, but she wet my feet with tears and wiped them with her hair. You didn’t greet me 
with a kiss, but she hasn’t stopped kissing my feet since I came in. You didn’t anoint my head 
with oil, but she has poured perfumed oil on my feet. This is why I tell you that her many sins 
have been forgiven; so she has shown great love. The one who is forgiven little loves little.” 
 
Observation: Resisting Fred Rogers’ intrusion in his personal life, the reporter said, “You love 
broken people like me.” And Mr. Rogers replied, “I don’t think you’re broken.”  Jesus, too, saw 



 

people, not brokenness. The uninvited woman at the Pharisee’s home was “a sinner.” Women 
in that day had few options. They couldn’t embezzle or be tax collectors—“sinner” almost 
always meant a prostitute. Simon only saw that, but Jesus said he’d forgiven her “many sins.” 
To Jesus, Simon (who felt no need for forgiveness) was in greater spiritual danger than the 
grateful, forgiven woman.  
 
Application: Jesus was famous (in some circles, infamous) for forgiving. He gave this woman 
the priceless gift of freedom from guilt, which also freed her from feelings of shame before 
others. If not, she would not have been able to express her gratitude and love to Jesus so 
boldly. Have you ever, for any reason, felt “ashamed to show your face”? How can opening your 
life to God’s forgiveness and love set you free to live more fully?  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, Simon didn’t see the woman, just the “sinner.” You saw her, valued her and 
forgave her. Show me how you see me, and help me see others through your eyes. Amen. 
 
Saturday, August 14  
 
Scripture: Ephesians 4:29-5:4  
Don’t let any foul words come out of your mouth. Only say what is helpful when it is needed for 
building up the community so that it benefits those who hear what you say. Don’t make the Holy 
Spirit of God unhappy—you were sealed by him for the day of redemption. Put aside all 
bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, and slander, along with every other evil. Be 
kind, compassionate, and forgiving to each other, in the same way God forgave you in Christ. 
 
Therefore, imitate God like dearly loved children. Live your life with love, following the example 
of Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us. He was a sacrificial offering that smelled sweet 
to God. Sexual immorality, and any kind of impurity or greed, shouldn’t even be mentioned 
among you, which is right for holy persons. Obscene language, silly talk, or vulgar jokes aren’t 
acceptable for believers. Instead, there should be thanksgiving. 
 
Observation: In A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood, we hear Fred Rogers say, “Sometimes 
we get to change a broken world with our words.”  Too often we see harsh words and actions 
tear down unity and set people against one another. Being kind is not just bland “Minnesota 
Nice.” It takes letting God transform the inner sources from which our words and actions spring. 
Through the apostle Paul God called us to be a community in which we “Only say what is 
helpful when it is needed for building up the community so that it benefits those who hear what 
[we] say.” 
 
Application: Scholar N. T. Wright wrote, “People who are enslaved to anger and malice may 
think they are ‘free’ to ‘be themselves’, but they are in bondage.”  When have you used hurtful 
words, and then wondered, “Why?” What helps you see your feelings and motives better, so 
you don’t blurt out negative words? Before you forward an angry e-mail or post a hurtful social 
media response, can you ask, “Does this give grace? Does it build up? Can I picture Jesus 
sending this?”  
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you fearlessly faced up to true evil. But you took no delight in tearing down 
reputations or sharing juicy gossip. Help my words to reflect you well, and to change my broken 
world for the better. Amen.  
 


