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At the Crossroads: 1. Perseverance 
James 1:1-2, 12 
August 22, 2021 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
Have you been paying attention to the news? Everything feels so fragile… The earth quakes 
and thousands of Haitians are killed, thousands more are injured. Forest fires continue to 
spread with hundreds of homes destroyed, thousands of people displaced – and a thousand 
miles away, I cannot avoid what’s happening. I feel the smoke with every breath I take. More 
people are dying of COVID 19, tens of thousands infected. I’m fully vaccinated and yet I’m told 
that I’m still at risk. Should I wear a mask or not wear a mask. Then I read about a teacher who 
is attacked by a parent because she was wearing a face mask. We see heart-wrenching images 
of people at the Kabal airport in Afghanistan, fearing for their lives. Some will make it out of the 
country, but most will not. Add to the events of the past few days, your own personal changes of 
health and family and things you cannot control – and it feels like the words of Chicken Little. Do 
you remember the story of Chicken Little? Something falls from the sky and hits her in the head. 
She panics and runs to tell the other animals in the farmyard – the sky is falling; the sky is 
falling. Not to make light of the serious nature of global and personal challenges but there are 
days when it can feel like one’s whole world is collapsing.  
 
Recently, I spoke with someone who said he no longer listens to the news. He stopped listening 
before the election because the news was so toxic, and it was affecting his mental health. And 
it’s just easier not to know. And he’s happier that way until the unexpected happens in his own 
life. In the face of so much that we cannot control, it is hard to know what to feel and what to 
make of it all. There are days it feels like I’m standing here [photo of a deserted highway] and I 
look around only to be more confused and bewildered by where I am and what my next step 
should be. 
 
And then I read these words from the New Testament book of James: Consider it pure joy, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance. Joy? Really? What I appreciate about the book of James is that he 
speaks to real world challenges while calling us to put faith to work. I’ve titled this series, [photo 
standing in an intersection on an empty country road] At the Crossroads, but to be honest that 
may feel much too serene. What I find is that our lives are more like this [photo of the entrance 
ramp to a freeway with cars backed up in every direction]. As we will discover in this series, 
James helps us figure out how to merge our faith into our daily journey in such a way that life’s 
experience is changed.   
 
For the next week, I want to dig into the book of James. It is one of the short books near the end 
of the Bible. The first verse: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, This is 
the only information that James provides about himself. Who was he? In the New Testament, 
there are four different individuals named James. Which one is this? Most scholars agree that 
this is James, the brother of Jesus. What’s interesting about James is that he didn’t believe in 
Jesus. How many of us – if an older brother said, “I’m the Messiah” would believe it? James 
didn’t, at least not at first. He was agnostic about his own brother during Jesus’ lifetime. In fact, 
there was a time when he and his siblings thought Jesus was crazy – what he was doing was 
crazy – and they went looking for Jesus to bring him home. However, after the resurrection, 
there was a miraculous conversion. Paul describes how Jesus appeared to the disciples and 
then the 500. Jesus also appeared to James, and James went from agnostic to a leader of the 
church in Jerusalem. For James, faith is not the absence of doubt – it is not a magical formula 
for the believer – just believe, just follow Jesus and you will be excluded from pain, persecution, 
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and death. That’s not the faith of James. James would die a martyr’s death in 62 AD less than 
twenty years after writing this letter. And as we look at this first verse, what is interesting is that 
when James introduces himself, he doesn’t say – oh, by the way, I’m Jesus’ brother so listen to 
me. All he says is this: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. James has a 
servant’s heart. He has a heart of humility. 
 
The first advice that James offers to the early Christians is our memory verse. Read it with me: 
Consider it pure joy, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces perseverance. Life is a test – everyday. This morning when 
your alarm went off, there was a test. It is a beautiful summer day, and maybe you thought 
about skipping church today. That was a test! But passed the test! You showed up or your 
clicked on the live stream. Other people didn’t pass the test, but you did. You chose to endure. 
Okay, I’m teasing just a little, but tests are all around us. James doesn’t say, “If you face trials.” 
He says, “Whenever you face trials.” Expect it. You will face trials of many kinds. And when you 
do, it will be testing your faith. When you were in school, the teacher gave you a test, not to be 
mean, but to show the teacher what you had learned and what you still needed to learn. And if 
you needed special help to get on track or maybe it showed that you had mastered the subject. 
So the trails and tests of our lives are meant to strengthen us and move us in the right direction. 
God does not send us these tests so that our faith will be strengthened but because of these 
tests our faith can be strengthened. “Consider it joy” – when we have a faith to lean on - when 
we put faith to work. 
 
The first time that my mother gave me the keys to the car, it was exhilarating. But once I had my 
license, it wasn’t long until I had my first experience being pulled over – trials happen. I 
remember my first car. I was independent – no longer had to ask when I wanted the car 
because it was my car. But one afternoon when I was visiting a friend in Minneapolis, I was 
driving south on Hennepin Ave, waiting to make a left turn on to 10th Ave, when another driver 
ran the red light and smashed the front end of my car. He didn’t have insurance, and I didn’t 
have insurance, and I ended up driving that car with a smashed-up front end of more than a 
year because I could not afford to fix it. And to this day, every time I pass that intersection, I 
think of that experience, and whenever I make a left turn, I hesitate just to be sure no one runs a 
red light. Was that accident a good thing? No, but I now consider it joy. I learned something that 
day about defensive driving. I remember the time I was driving south on Interstate 35 through 
Iowa during a winter storm. I knew it was dangerous. The weather advisory said no travel. Did I 
listen? I ended up in the ditch. If you drive, you will have trials. The only way to avoid them is 
never drive but if you stop driving there are a whole set of other trials. 
 
Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 
not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed in our body. Paul does not say you are not going to be hard 
pressed. He says, faith will empower you not to be crushed in the midst of it. God is not going to 
remove you from trials, but God will give you a way through them so others will see Christ in 
you.  
 
One of the oldest books in the Old Testament is about a man named Job. He is a righteous man 
who lives his life to please God. But then stuff happens – trials happen. If anything could go 
wrong, it goes wrong in Job’s life. One day his children are at a party when the roof collapses 
and all his children are killed. He’s a farmer and all of his livestock are stolen. His servants are 
attacked and killed. Then he develops this horrible skin disease, covered from head to foot with 
sores that are oozing puss. And his friends show up and say, “Job, you must have done 
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something terrible. You must have really ticked off God, because God would not let this happen 
to a truly good person.” Even Job’s wife looks at him and says, “Just curse God and die. Job, 
give up!” But what does Job do? It is the best line in the entire book: Even if God slays me, I 
will put my trust in him. Job refuses to let go. Job will not give up on God. The question in life 
is not why, but what will God do and that answer is known when we let the Holy Spirit inside and 
hang on. 
 
In 62 AD, James was taken to the pinnacle of the Temple in Jerusalem and the Pharisees 
asked him to recant his faith and when he refused, they pushed him off the pinnacle and he fell 
40-50 feet. They all rushed down only to learn he was not dead yet. He was writhing on the 
ground in tremendous pain but before they could finish him off, they heard him pray this prayer: 
“Lord Jesus, please forgive them.” He passed the test! And those people would never forget it. 
It’s not easy. It may take time, but we are not alone when we let the Holy Spirit work in us. 
 
A few years ago, I met with a young adult who had been kicked out of college. His girlfriend 
broke up with him. He lost his job. And at the root of it all was an addiction to alcohol. A few 
years later, he was here in worship, and after worship he told me he was filled with joy. He had 
gone into treatment. He finished school. He had a job. He had a girlfriend. And he was thankful 
for that time when his life was at its worst because he saw what he had become and he knew 
that God had not given up on him, so he hung on and that became his turning point. Consider it 
joy! 
 
God’s promise is not to keep us from tragedy but to walk with us through those tragedies, to 
guide us by the Holy Spirit, to surround us with friends to carry us, and even if we don’t live 
through it, God gives us a promise beyond this life. We hold on tight, because if we give up on 
God, we give up on our ultimate way through the trial and tribulation. 
 
One of our favorite vacation spots is in the small community of Ocracoke on the outer banks of 
North Carolina. I still remember one evening when we were vacationing there, we went to an 
outdoor gospel sing. Anyone who had a song was invited to the stage to sing. One woman who 
lives in that community stepped forward with a song. At the age of 34, she found out she had 
breast cancer. The same week that she received that news, her mother died of ovarian cancer. 
And if that want’s enough, three months earlier, her daughter who was two years old died in her 
sleep. How does anyone get through that? But that evening, she picked up the mandolin and 
with a voice that was clear and strong, she sang this gospel song: 
There’s a dark and troubled side of life 
There’s a bright, there’s a sunny side, too 
Tho’ we meet with the darkness and strife 
The sunny side we also may view 
 
Keep on the sunny side, always on the sunny side, 
Keep on the sunny side of life 
It will help us every day, it will brighten all the way 
If we’ll keep on the sunny side of life 
 
The storm and its fury broke today, 
Crushing hopes that we cherish so dear; 
Clouds and storms will, in time, pass away 
The sun again will shine bright and clear. 
Let us greet with the song of hope each day 
Tho’ the moment be cloudy or fair 
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Let us trust in our Savior always 
Who keepeth everyone in His care  Do you know the song? 
 
Keep on the sunny side, always on the sunny side, 
Keep on the sunny side of life 
It will help us every day, it will brighten all the way 
If we’ll keep on the sunny side of life 
 
James says you will be tested. Expect it. But s you hold on tight, endurance is built and you will 
see God’s work in your life. 
 
Let’s read the verse: Consider it joy, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of August 22, 2021 
 
Weekly Prayer: Sovereign God, you alone are worthy of our deepest adoration and the 
unbridled love of our hearts — for you alone are God. There is none other who forgives our 
shortcomings, who redeems us in this life and the next, who showers us with blessing and 
grace. Give us singleness of purpose in following you, courage and conviction to be your light in 
the midst of darkness, and passion to proclaim your Word of truth. Amen. 
 
Monday, August 23 
 
Scripture: James 1:1-2 
From James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. To the twelve tribes who are 
scattered outside the land of Israel. Greetings! 
My brothers and sisters, think of the various tests you encounter as occasions for joy. 
 
Observation: No matter what you might do, or how much you try to be in control of life, bad 
things sometimes happen to good people. One of the major themes in the first chapter of James 
is that faith equals perseverance when life doesn’t make sense. Faith doesn’t exempt people 
from some of the bad things that happen in life, but faith helps you persevere through those 
things that might challenge you. 
 
Application: “Occasions for joy?” Because through faith, we know that the worst thing is not the 
last thing. Think of a situation or time you realized what little control you actually have in this life. 
Do you ever ask the question ‘why do bad things happen to good people?’ What have you 
concluded? 
 
Prayer: Great is your faithfulness, O God. Thank you that you will never leave me nor forsake 
me. Grant me the patience and perseverance in the face of those things that I cannot control. 
Amen. 
 
Tuesday, August 24 
 
Scripture: Acts 8:1; 2 Corinthians 4:8-11  
Saul was in full agreement with Stephen’s murder. 
At that time, the church in Jerusalem began to be subjected to vicious harassment. Everyone 
except the apostles was scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria. 
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We are experiencing all kinds of trouble, but we aren’t crushed. We are confused, but we aren’t 
depressed. We are harassed, but we aren’t abandoned. We are knocked down, but we aren’t 
knocked out. We always carry Jesus’ death around in our bodies so that Jesus’ life can also be 
seen in our bodies. We who are alive are always being handed over to death for Jesus’ sake so 
that Jesus’ life can also be seen in our bodies that are dying. 
 
Observation: Saul, whose name would become Paul after he “met” Jesus, was intent on 
crushing the early church, forcing them to scatter beyond Jerusalem. In other words, Saul’s 
persecution spread the church beyond Jerusalem. When he became an active follower of 
Jesus, he realized how God could work through and redeem the worst experiences, even those 
experiences meant to harm and destroy.  
 
Application: Scripture doesn’t explain or even try to explain why bad things happen to good 
people. What it does say is to expect those things to happen. Faith doesn’t remove you from the 
problems of the broken world, but faith empowers you to thrive through those problems. Do you 
feel closer to Jesus during hard times or during good times in life? Why? 
 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, your constant presence helps me to see that the painful experiences are 
not the end but the beginning of an adventure when I trust in your faithfulness. Help me to 
believe even when I do not understand. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, August 25 
 
Scripture: James 1:2-4, 12 
My brothers and sisters, think of the various tests you encounter as occasions for joy. After all, 
you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. Let this endurance complete its 
work so that you may be fully mature, complete, and lacking in nothing. 
 
Those who stand firm during testing are blessed. They are tried and true. They will receive the 
life God has promised to those who love him as their reward. 
 
Observation: Everyone has the desire for success in life but not everyone has the 
determination to get there. What pushes people to success is perseverance but that only comes 
through times of testing. Tests show us that we are able to handle the next level, but testing 
usually causes much stress. In these verses from James, he says that testing produces 
perseverance and perseverance produces character. Character is only formed in the fire, and to 
succeed you must be willing to stick it out and not give up, give in, or take the easy way out. 
 
Application: We saw examples of this in the recent Olympic Games. Out of adversity came the 
strength and commitment to something better or greater. How well do you do at tests in 
general? Do they stress you out? Why? Name the places in your life you want to be successful. 
What will it take to accomplish this? 
 
Prayer: God, whenever I hear there may be a test, I want to be ready. Work within me so that I 
will have the strength of spirit to surpass what I may think is possible. Be my source of hope in 
all that I face. Amen. 
 
Thursday, August 26 
 
Scripture: James 1:22; 2:17-18 
You must be doers of the word and not only hearers who mislead themselves. 
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In the same way, faith is dead when it doesn’t result in faithful activity. Someone might claim, 
“You have faith and I have action.” But how can I see your faith apart from your actions? 
Instead, I’ll show you my faith by putting it into practice in faithful action. 
 
Observation: Oftentimes, the pain and trials in life cause lifestyle change for the better. 
However, the want to change and get to the next level can’t be separated from work to fulfill it. 
People who are willing to work and persevere through trials and pain are also the ones who get 
to God’s place of promise! 
 
Application: We are called to a living faith, a faith that is visible and acting for good in this 
world. What is something you worked hard to accomplish or complete? How has that 
experience helped to build character in you? What trial or test are you facing right now? It may 
be too soon for you to see the end result, but how can this form character in your life? 
 
Prayer: Lord, as Paul would say in his letter to your followers in Rome, you can work all things 
for good in this world (Romans 8:28). Your goodness is greater. Hold me close, especially when 
life is uncertain and challenging. Amen. 
 
Friday. August 27 
 
Scripture: Matthew 4:1; Deuteronomy 8:2-3 
Then the Spirit led Jesus up into the wilderness so that the devil might tempt him. 
 
 Remember the long road on which the LORD your God led you during these forty years in the 
desert so he could humble you, testing you to find out what was in your heart: whether you 
would keep his commandments or not. He humbled you by making you hungry and then feeding 
you the manna that neither you nor your ancestors had ever experienced, so he could teach you 
that people don’t live on bread alone. No, they live based on whatever the LORD says. 
 
Observation: God also can use desert seasons in our lives to redirect us and to give us a 
single-minded focus. Both the Israelites and Jesus spent time in the desert. It was a time to 
solidify their dependence and relationship to God who had called them to great and greater 
purposes. 
 
Application: Are you currently experiencing a desert season or been through one recently? 
How is God working to purify your devotion? Do you totally depend upon God only in your life? 
Which areas of life need some work? 
 
Prayer: Holy God, you wait for us in the silence. It was there that Jesus experienced the 
renewing power of being alone with you. Help me each day to set aside a time of silence and 
know that you are ready to renew my soul. Amen. 
 
Saturday, August 28 
 
Scripture: James 1:12; Acts 8:1, 4 
Those who stand firm during testing are blessed. They are tried and true. They will receive the 
life God has promised to those who love him as their reward. 
 
Saul was in full agreement with Stephen’s murder. 
The church scatters 
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At that time, the church in Jerusalem began to be subjected to vicious harassment. Everyone 
except the apostles was scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria. 
 
Those who had been scattered moved on, preaching the good news along the way. 
 
Observation: God wants the best for us and our life, but God also wants us to complete the 
tasks and missions purposed for us. Sometimes, when we get too comfortable, we tend to stay 
where we are and forget about being the servant of Christ we were called to be. Followers of 
Jesus are never called to stop and quit or give in, but to persevere in faith and actions to be 
successful in all of God’s purposes. No one wants to be a failure in life, but to function at the top 
of their game, leaving behind a living legacy as a follower of the living God. 
 
Application: Are you in a comfortable place in your life right now? Where do you think God 
wants to move you too next? What is that next level in life that God is calling you to reach? 
What steps do you need to take to commit to persevering in your life goals and God-purposes? 
 
Prayer: Lead me, Lord, lead me in your righteousness. Make your way plain before my face. 
For it is you, Lord, you, Lord only, that makes it possible for me to find the life that is truly life. 
Amen. 
 
 


