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I TRUST, I Give: Who Do You Trust? 
Mark 14:12-25 
November 7, 2021 
Pastor Steve Richards 
 
On my 40th birthday, I was given a surprise party. I don’t like such surprises because I am so 
gullible it takes very little effort to surprise me. On the day of my birthday, I was home cleaning 
the house for what I thought would be a small family birthday party at our home when a friend 
stopped by the house to ask if I would help her change a flat tire – never mind that I didn’t even 
think to ask how she got to our house, so I drove her to the city park where she told me her car 
had the flat tire. I pulled into the parking lot and when I got out of the car, hundreds of people 
were waiting for me. Surprise! And we shared a meal together. Most of the significant moments 
in my life have involved a meal. Even when our children were born, the hospital provided a 
steak dinner in Amanda’s hospital room so we could celebrate. Do they still do that? Birthdays, 
anniversaries, graduations, farewells…The meals somehow bind us together with family and 
friends. Such meals say more than we could ever put into words. The meal feeds our bodies – 
but that somehow seems the least significant part about it – the meal says something more. It 
does something – changing us so that, after it, part of who we are is “the people who shared 
that meal together”. 
 
In today’s scripture, Jesus and his disciples were headed to Jerusalem for the Passover meal. 
This is the meal where they remember what life was like for God’s people in Egypt. For 400 
years, they lived in slavery. They prayed and prayed for release from the oppression of one 
Pharaoh after another and for 400 years they got no answer. And I get impatient when I don’t 
get an answer to my prayer in 3 or 4 days – they waited 400 years and finally God sent a 
deliverer named Moses who said – tomorrow we leave! That night the angel of death would 
pass over every home where the blood of the sacrificial lamb was smeared on the doorpost. So 
they slaughtered the lamb and put the blood of the lamb on the doorpost and during the night 
the angel of death passed over and the next morning Pharaoh said – you can go. So that night 
was the final meal – the Passover meal. Now 1400 years later, Jesus gathered with his disciples 
to remember. They did this every year to remember what God had done, but this time was 
different. For three years, the disciples traveled with Jesus – and those were the good years 
when things were going great. There were crowds of people. People who wanted what Jesus 
offered. He was like a rock star. People wanted to be where Jesus was. But this time was 
different. They were in Jerusalem and now Jesus was controversial. People were out to get him. 
How could he be the Messiah and not follow the religious rules? He was stirring things up so 
now the Romans were threatening to crack down. The disciples knew that if Jesus went down, 
they would go down with him. 
 
Jesus had been preparing them. But if they were really listening, they had filtered out the talk 
about death. After all, if God is with you then things get better, not worse. Wherever God shows 
up things are better – look at the miracles and the healings – happy days are here. 
 
They always looked forward to the Passover, but this year it was already Passover week and no 
arrangements had been made. They were on the road to Jerusalem and Jesus says, “When we 
get there, things are going to get bad.” You know what they must be thinking, why go there? 
Why walk right into danger when we could avoid it or wait it out? Jesus sends two of them to 
check the arrangements he has made.  And that night, under the cover of darkness, Jesus and 
the rest of the disciples sneak into the city. This time there is no crowd, no palm branches, no 
Hosannas. There was this unsettling feeling that something was not right – that something 
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horrible might happen. What was supposed to be a time of joy – felt so uncertain. Here’s what 
the gospel of Mark tells us.  
During the meal, Jesus said, “I assure you that one of you will betray me – someone 
eating with me.” Deeply saddened, they asked him, one by one, “It’s not me, is it?” Jesus 
answered, “It’s one of the Twelve, one who is dipping bread with me into this bowl. The 
Son of Man goes to his death just as it is written about him. But how terrible it is for that 
person who betrays the Son of Man. It woud have been better for him if he had never 
been born.”  
 
The Bible is filled with stories of people who were living amid extraordinary uncertainty. And 
whenever you face a time of uncertainty or confusion or fear or your world is crashing down 
around you – this is the place to go. This Bible is not the story of prosperous people having fun. 
This is the book of how great things are going at one moment: you wake up on Monday 
morning, the sun is shining – life is good, and by Tuesday life is out of control, by Wednesday 
you are told it’s cancer and Friday you lose your job. This is not a fairy tale where every story is 
“they lived happily ever after.” Every story here is set in troubled times where people are in the 
middle of uncertainty and suddenly discover God is still certain. God is still trustworthy. If ever 
there was a time to pick up the Bible and read it, it is now! 
 
In Genesis – the story of Joseph who has a problem with his older brothers. His brothers have 
thrown him in a well and he hears them say: “should we sell him or kill him”. You think you have 
issues with your siblings, here’s Joseph – sell him or kill him – and when we read the story 
what’s amazing is that God is at the bottom of the well with Joseph. Or the story of King David – 
God promised David that the Messiah would come from his family tree but then one morning he 
learns that his oldest son has gathered an army to invade the capitol city and replace him as 
king. You think you have issues with your kids, here’s David – his son has a plan to kill him. And 
when we read the story what’s amazing is that God is in the middle of what David is facing. Or 
the story of Mary and Joseph with their newborn baby – is there a happier moment in life than 
the birth of a child? But King Herod has heard there is a baby and Herod orders all babies in 
and around Jerusalem to be killed. So, under the cover of darkness, they flee to Egypt. And 
right there in the middle of what they are facing – that’s where God is found. When life was at its 
worst, God still had the whole world in his hands. That’s the message over and over again. 
 
Look again at the words of Mark. While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” He took a cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many. I assure you that I won’t drink wine again 
until that day when I drink it in a new way in God’s kingdom.” What’s Jesus talking about? 
You know the disciples must be thinking: this is not how life was supposed to turn out. Stick with 
Jesus and life is wonderful.  
 
And that may be exactly where you are this morning – so much in life is uncertain – And where 
is God in the midst of your own uncertainties? How can you trust God when there is no 
evidence of God in your life? The disciples must have wondered whether they had wasted their 
time. Come on God, we’re in trouble here. We saw the healing of the blind guy and the feeding 
of the 5000 and the raising of Lazarus – how awesome was that! But if they would wait a few 
days, they could look back to that meal and do you know what they would discover? When they 
could not see it, God was doing his greatest work ever. I’ve read the book! Whenever it seemed 
that God was doing the least. When God seemed absent, when life was dark – that was when 
God was acting for the salvation of all. It’s God’s way. It’s in the book: God launches new things 
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in times of personal and national brokenness. That’s what God does. And so, we trust when we 
cannot see his hands – knowing He’s still got the whole world in his hands. 
 
But Pastor Steve that sounds good. But how is that going to help me get a job or get well or fix a 
relationship? Just believing that is not going to get me a paycheck or a clean bill of health or a 
happy family. And you are right. It does not change your circumstances, but it does give you 
something to hang on to. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6. Trust in the LORD with all your heart. Lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
The Hebrew word for acknowledge means to know. In all your ways know him. On the mountain 
tops and in the valleys. When you know him in good times, you learn to trust him in the bad 
times. How do you know God” How do you know, really know anyone? You get close. That’s the 
word in verse 5 – TRUST – literally “cling to.” Here’s the key: In order to cling to God, you have 
to let go of whatever else you were previously clinging to. Say this with me: To trust God, I will 
not lean on my own understanding. I shared this photo a few weeks ago. From my 
perspective it led to aching arms and a sleepless night. But for my grandson, it was all about 
TRUST. (“Poppa up.”) And the best part was when I caught him, he would cling to me – wrap 
his arms around me. Who will catch you if you fall?  
 
One morning a few years ago, a woman was driving to work when she pulled into our church 
parking lot. I don’t know that she knew it was a church parking lot. What we know is that she 
had a plan, and she was at a point in life where her life seemed pointless, she put her plan to 
work to end her life. I hope you know that suicide is a permanent solution to what is only a 
temporary problem. As she was waiting for the end to come, she got sick and had second 
thoughts and walked into this building – and it saved her life.  
 
Or there was the time a man came to this church because he heard that we pray for animals. 
His dog had cancer and was at the end of his life – and the only family he had – and with his 
golden retriever on these steps, I laid hands on him and with both of us in tears, I prayed for 
God’s mercy and eternal care. Or I still remember the morning Earl M. walked into this place. He 
was 81 years old at the time – looking for something to hang on to. He told me it was time he 
made something of his life. A few weeks later, he was baptized during worship. He came here 
every week until he was too sick to come – and his newfound faith became a witness to his 
family, and it gave him something to hang on to in his final year. In April 2020, I received a 
phone from someone who was isolated in her apartment – afraid of this coronavirus and 
wanting a church. It had been years since she had been to a church. I prayed with her, made 
her a member of this church over the phone. Suddenly, she had someone to cling to. I think of 
Jim W. whose life we will celebrate next Saturday. I visited him before he died and he said, “Tell 
them that I loved Jesus.” Who will you trust/cling to? 
 
I see it and hear it and experience it over and over again. Even in the midst of uncertainty, God 
is still certain. He’s still got the whole world in his hands. The disciples would return to that 
moment when life was most uncertain, and they would remember the meal – this is my body; 
this is my blood – That meal had been more than a meal – and it still is. God is not uncertain. I 
don’t know the future, but I know this – God still has the whole world in his hands. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of November 7, 2021 
 
Weekly Prayer: Thank you, God, for everything. Thank you for life, for relationships, for the 
resources we have received. Most of all thank you that you are always faithful and always at 
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work in our lives. Help us to see our lives and everything we have as a trust from you to be your 
hands and feet in this world. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Monday, November 8 
 
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 
Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are disorderly. Comfort the discouraged. 
Help the weak. Be patient with everyone. Make sure no one repays a wrong with a wrong, but 
always pursue the good for each other and everyone else. Rejoice always. Pray continually. 
Give thanks in every situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Don’t suppress 
the Spirit. Don’t brush off Spirit-inspired messages, but examine everything carefully and hang 
on to what is good. Avoid every kind of evil. Now, may the God of peace himself cause you to 
be completely dedicated to him; and may your spirit, soul, and body be kept intact and 
blameless at our Lord Jesus Christ’s coming. The one who is calling you is faithful and will do 
this. 
 
Observation: 1 Thessalonians is one of the first letters Paul wrote to early Christian converts. 
He encouraged them to let their new loyalty to Christ shape their whole life - not just at church 
but every day. Paul believed this new life in Christ was for everyone, not just for a select 
“spiritual” few. 
 
Application: As you read this passage, note the inclusive words like “everyone,” “no one,” 
“always,” “continually,” “in every situation,”. Do you believe the promise in verse 24 (The one 
who is calling you is faithful and will do this)? Where do you see you and God making progress 
in your spiritual growth? Where are you patiently awaiting growth? 
 
Prayer: Great is your faithfulness, O God. Thank you for never leaving me alone. Help me to be 
as faithful to you, walking with you in all that I face. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, November 9 
 
Scripture: 1 John 1:5-2:6 
This is the message that we have heard from him and announce to you: “God is light and there 
is no darkness in him at all.” If we claim, “We have fellowship with him,” and live in the darkness, 
we are lying and do not act truthfully. But if we live in the light in the same way as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from 
every sin. If we claim, “We don’t have any sin,” we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from 
everything we’ve done wrong. If we claim, “We have never sinned,” we make him a liar and his 
word is not in us. 
 
My little children, I’m writing these things to you so that you don’t sin. But if you do sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one. He is God’s way of dealing with 
our sins, not only ours but the sins of the whole world. This is how we know that we know him: if 
we keep his commandments. The one who claims, “I know him,” while not keeping his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in this person. But the love of God is truly 
perfected in whoever keeps his word. This is how we know we are in him. The one who claims 
to remain in him ought to live in the same way as he lived. 
 
Observation: John describes a central tension that keeps many of us from carrying our faith 
into everyday life. We don’t like to fail, and we know we sometimes will. So, we may be tempted 
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to not even try to live deeper spiritual lives. John says we always live in God’s forgiveness. He 
also tells us that, as a goal, nothing less than living like Jesus will do. 
 
Application: John writes about truth and lies, notably in the realm of self-deception. How easy 
or hard do you find it to be honest with yourself (about yourself). John also talks about “light” 
and “darkness.” List the things you believe are part of “walking in the light.” Then list the things 
you believe are part of “walking in darkness.” Which things in the second list used to be true of 
you, but no longer are? How much of God’s light are you open to in your daily life? 
 
Prayer: Holy Spirit, stir up within me a desire to let your light shine. Remind me that where there 
is light, darkness cannot exist. When I feel afraid or feel a darkness inside, let your light shine. 
Amen. 
 
Wednesday, November 10 
 
Scripture: 1 Kings 16:29-33; 18:16-21, 36-39 
In the thirty-eighth year of Judah’s King Asa, Ahab, Omri’s son, became king of Israel. He ruled 
over Israel in Samaria for twenty-two years and did evil in the LORD’s eyes, more than anyone 
who preceded him. Ahab found it easy to walk in the sins of Jeroboam, Nebat’s son. He married 
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, who was the king of the Sidonians. He served and worshipped 
Baal. He made an altar for Baal in the Baal temple he had constructed in Samaria. Ahab also 
made a sacred pole and did more to anger the LORD, the God of Israel, than any of Israel’s 
kings who preceded him. 
 
So Obadiah went to meet Ahab. He told him what had happened. Then Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is that you, the one who troubles Israel?” 
Elijah answered, “I haven’t troubled Israel; you and your father’s house have! You did as much 
when you deserted the LORD’s commands and followed the Baals. Now send a message and 
gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel. Gather the four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and the 
four hundred prophets of Asherah who eat at Jezebel’s table.” Ahab sent the message to all the 
Israelites. He gathered the prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah approached all the people and 
said, “How long will you hobble back and forth between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow 
God. If Baal is God, follow Baal.” The people gave no answer. 
 
At the time of the evening offering, the prophet Elijah drew near and prayed: “LORD, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your 
servant. I have done all these things at your instructions. Answer me, LORD! Answer me so that 
this people will know that you, LORD, are the real God and that you can change their hearts.”  
Then the LORD’s fire fell; it consumed the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even 
licked up the water in the trench! All the people saw this and fell on their faces. “The LORD is the 
real God! The LORD is the real God!” they exclaimed. 
 
Observation: In human terms, King Ahab was a success. He reigned for forty years, built a 
great palace and many other buildings. But Elijah the prophet was blunt: spiritually, Ahab and 
Queen Jezebel were off the mark. Many Israelites were undecided. Serving God was fine, they 
thought. But what harm could it do to also worship Baal along with the royal couple? 
 
Application: Elijah called, and the text says fire dropped from heaven. Haven’t you wished that 
you could see a sign of God’s presence that dramatic? What evidence (though quieter) have 
you seen of God’s presence with you? 
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Prayer: Loving God, all day long you are at work in this world. That means you are also at work 
in my life and in my relationships. Help me to see in this day that you are, and I am yours. 
Amen.  
 
Thursday, November 11 
 
Scripture: Ezekiel 1:1-5, 15, 19, 28-2:2 
In the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, I was with the exiles at the Chebar River 
when the heavens opened and I saw visions of God. (It happened on the fifth day of the month, 
in the fifth year after King Jehoiachin’s deportation. The LORD’s word burst in on the priest 
Ezekiel, Buzi’s son, in the land of Babylon at the Chebar River. There the LORD’s power 
overcame him.) As I watched, suddenly a driving storm came out of the north, a great cloud 
flashing fire, with brightness all around. At its center, in the middle of the fire, there was 
something like gleaming amber. And inside that were forms of four living creatures. This was 
what they looked like: Each had the form of a human being, 
 
As I looked at the creatures, suddenly there was a wheel on the earth corresponding to all four 
faces of the creatures. 
 
When the creatures moved, the wheels moved next to them. Whenever the creatures rose 
above the earth, the wheels also rose up. 
 
Just as a rainbow lights up a cloud on a rainy day, so its brightness shone all around. This was 
how the form of the LORD’s glory appeared. When I saw it, I fell on my face. I heard the sound of 
someone speaking. 
 
The voice said to me: Human one, stand on your feet, and I’ll speak to you. As he spoke to me, 
a wind came to me and stood me on my feet, and I heard someone addressing me. 
 
Observation: Ezekiel spoke to people in deep spiritual crisis. They were exiles in Babylon. 
They wondered, “How can we worship God when we aren’t in Jerusalem and the Temple has 
been destroyed?” Ezekiel’s vision (read the entire first chapter for the full description of his 
vision) showed God “on wheels.” Ezekiel was saying, “God isn’t stuck in one place, even 
Jerusalem. God can go with you wherever you go in life!” 
 
Application: This vision of God who goes with us can be deeply comforting. What are the 
places, physical or emotional, that trigger your feelings of fear? Carry Ezekiel’s “form of the 
LORD’s glory” with you into those settings. On the other hand, there may be times in your life 
when you’d like to pull the curtain, so that God will not be present with you. Are there things you 
do or places you go where you’d rather leave God out? If so, talk those over with our gracious, 
life-changing God today. 
 
Prayer: Lord, that “you’ve got the whole world in your hands” is more than an optimistic song. It 
is trust in your unwavering, unconditional care for all. Help me to trust confidently in your eternal 
care. Amen. 
 
Friday, November 12 
 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 
But we have this treasure in clay pots so that the awesome power belongs to God and doesn’t 
come from us. We are experiencing all kinds of trouble, but we aren’t crushed. We are 
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confused, but we aren’t depressed. We are harassed, but we aren’t abandoned. We are 
knocked down, but we aren’t knocked out. We always carry Jesus’ death around in our bodies 
so that Jesus’ life can also be seen in our bodies. We who are alive are always being handed 
over to death for Jesus’ sake so that Jesus’ life can also be seen in our bodies that are dying. 
So death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. We have the same faithful spirit as what is 
written in scripture: I had faith, and so I spoke. We also have faith, and so we also speak. We do 
this because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us with Jesus, and 
he will bring us into his presence along with you. All these things are for your benefit. As grace 
increases to benefit more and more people, it will cause gratitude to increase, which results in 
God’s glory. So we aren’t depressed. But even if our bodies are breaking down on the outside, 
the person that we are on the inside is being renewed every day. Our temporary minor problems 
are producing an eternal stockpile of glory for us that is beyond all comparison. We don’t focus 
on the things that can be seen but on the things that can’t be seen. The things that can be seen 
don’t last, but the things that can’t be seen are eternal. 
 
Observation: Paul gives us a profound sense of God’s presence with us in all of life. Paul says 
that we don’t live godly lives on our own. We are “clay pots” holding God’s treasure. But when 
God is with us, we are never destroyed, never abandoned, never crushed. Every day (even the 
bad ones) lived with Jesus is a transforming day, leading to eternal glory! 
 
Application: Paul calls life’s troubles “temporary minor problems.” He’s not in denial. He has 
experienced life’s trials for himself. He’s not trying to convince anyone that it’s great to be struck 
down, hard-pressed or persecuted. Rather he is saying that the results, the payoffs, of serving 
Christ have long term, i.e., eternal benefits. And he’s just fine with that. Are you? 
 
Prayer: Lord God, I am grateful for the example of Paul who showed resilience in the face of 
circumstances that he could not control. Even when his life was on the line, he trusted in your 
eternal grace. Help me to have a measure of Paul’s resilience. Amen. 
 
Saturday, November 13 
 
Scripture: Psalm 139:1-18 
LORD, you have examined me. 
    You know me. 
You know when I sit down and when I stand up. 
    Even from far away, you comprehend my plans. 
You study my traveling and resting. 
    You are thoroughly familiar with all my ways. 
There isn’t a word on my tongue, LORD, 
    that you don’t already know completely. 
You surround me—front and back. 
    You put your hand on me. 
That kind of knowledge is too much for me; 
    it’s so high above me that I can’t reach it. 
Where could I go to get away from your spirit? 
    Where could I go to escape your presence? 
If I went up to heaven, you would be there. 
    If I went down to the grave, you would be there too! 
If I could fly on the wings of dawn, 
    stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean— 
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    even there your hand would guide me; 
    even there your strong hand would hold me tight! 
If I said, “The darkness will definitely hide me; 
    the light will become night around me,” 
    even then the darkness isn’t too dark for you! 
    Nighttime would shine bright as day, 
    because darkness is the same as light to you! 
You are the one who created my innermost parts; 
    you knit me together while I was still in my mother’s womb. 
I give thanks to you that I was marvelously set apart. 
    Your works are wonderful—I know that very well. 
My bones weren’t hidden from you 
    when I was being put together in a secret place, 
    when I was being woven together in the deep parts of the earth. 
Your eyes saw my embryo, 
    and on your scroll every day was written that was being formed for me,  
    before any one of them had yet happened.  
God, your plans are incomprehensible to me! 
    Their total number is countless! 
If I tried to count them—they outnumber grains of sand! 
    If I came to the very end—I’d still be with you.  
 
Observation: The writer tells us that God is with us wherever we go. God has been with us to 
give us life itself. If you are facing uncertainty, remember that the men and women of the Bible 
whose stories inspire us also faced great uncertainty. Many of them faced circumstances that 
left them questioning God’s faithfulness. But they never let go and, in the end, they experienced 
God’s faithfulness. In the end, they, like us, were reminded that He’s still got the whole world in 
his hands. 
 
Application: You can deepen your personal experience with God and live your life in contact 
with eternity. But it takes more than listening to sermons to do that. It takes a conscious choice 
to practice the presence of Jesus every single day. 
 
Prayer: Lord God, help me to see the ways you are with me today. Help me to invite you into 
my life. Thank you for being the God who reaches out to me, always, in love. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


