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Picture this, it’s the summer of 1962... your radio is blasting Elvis and Chubby Checker, the Four 
Seasons, and the Beach Boys. John Glen had orbited the earth just a few months ago.   
And soon, this fall, James Bond would be introduced to the world for the first time on the big 
screen. But so too, would a little quartet called The Beatles, who would burst onto the scene 
with their first hit: Love Me Do. In all of this, boys and girls around the country played America’s 
favorite past time: baseball. All you needed was a bit of land, a bat and a ball... hopefully a  few 
gloves... and it was game time! Sports have long given kids and adults a sense of community – 
but in the 1960’s, baseball was the sport that brought people together on the field and in the 
stands.   
  
Enter here, Scotty Smalls. He’s a ten year old kid who moves into a new neighborhood in LA 
with his Mom and Step Dad, played by Dennis Leary. Scotty is a quiet kid who doesn’t have 
friends yet, and knows nothing about baseball. But he is desperate for friends, and to fit in... so 
one day, he follows a group of kids to the baseball field.    
  
It breaks your heart a bit, doesn’t it?  I’ll admit, as much as I’m looking forward to school 
beginning, these are among the things that cause me worry every fall. Because being a new kid 
can be hard. Being a kid is hard. Any of us who are parents to kids, who work with kids, or 
otherwise love them: we know that worry, don’t we? Here is Scotty, who’s entire life is new. New 
house, new neighborhood, new step-dad. And now, in one play of a baseball, he ruined his 
chances at a group of friends. The kids around him laugh. I’m guessing most of them don’t 
realize how much pain their laughter is causing, but it looks like Benny knows. He doesn’t laugh. 
And he almost looks like he feels responsible.   
  
I’ve been very lucky to have the same group of girlfriends for twenty years or more. There’s me 
and two of my besties from junior high. Two who I met in college, and three of their hometown 
friends. We’ve seen each other through those awkward middle school years, all the way into 
college, grad school and beyond. We’ve seen businesses started and marriages end. We’ve 
celebrated births, grieved deaths, prayed as we waited for test results... and been present to all 
the mundane parts of life, too. But it started, because I was the new girl too. I attended Catholic 
school throughout elementary, but in 7th grade transitioned to the public school for junior high. 
As my bad luck would have it, I didn’t have classes with my best friend from elementary... and 
felt like there was no way I could fit in. Like Scotty’s mom, I know mine held me as I cried a few 
afternoons. The kids at school had all been friends for years. I wasn’t cool enough for the cool 
kids. I wasn’t athletic enough for the sports kids. And I wasn’t brave enough to be a theatre kid!   
  
As it turned out, it was a bathroom that changed my life. My mom dropped me off at school on 
her way to work, so I was there a little early. One day, I went into a bathroom to do my 
makeup... and found Tess. The daughter of our science teacher, she too, was getting ready in 
the bathroom before school. We bonded over CoverGirl and Wet & Wild makeup, both very 
popular with the middle school crowd... and the rest was history.  Her friends became mine, and 
25 years later they are still among the most important and closest people in my life.   
  
It took a little welcome, bravery, and kindness to discover something new. For me, it happened 
in a bathroom. For Scotty, at the Sandlot. Because Benny convinced Scotty to give it another 
chance. And in doing so, Scotty’s summer (and life) is about to change. Later, when Scotty 



reflects on the summer, he says, “If it hadn’t been for Benny, I wouldn’t have made a friend, 
because the others thought I was a lost cause.”   This one moment of this one day, the summer 
of 1962, changed Scotty for the rest of his life. This group of boys were solid friends now, and 
they found themselves in plenty of trouble as the summer carried on. They make s’mores in the 
tree house, and waste days at the city pool, they even win a game against their archrivals.   
  
Can you think of a season or moment that changed your life?  A time when you were the new 
kid – at school or church or work – and the kindness of someone welcomed you in?  Or, 
perhaps, you can remember a time you were not welcomed in, and know that feeling, too. Over 
the years, I’ve lived in several communities and have learned one thing: almost everyone has 
some sense of loneliness and is looking to meet new people. To develop authentic and valuable 
relationships. To be known well by someone.   
  
Knowing this, doesn’t it make it less scary. But it has given me courage over the years to meet 
new people. I’ve asked Moms in malls, pushing strollers like mine, if they want a coffee date. 
I’ve scooted next to parents at the park, breaking the fourth wall, and chatted them up. I have 
even talked to people in elevators, which I know is terribly taboo. But what I’ve learned, is that 
almost always, people are more interested in developing relationships than they are shutting 
them down. But our fear to speak up keeps us quiet and distanced.   
  
Knowing this doesn’t mean that I’ve gotten it right all the time. In the twenty years that my 
girlfriends and I have been friends – we haven’t “added” someone new to our group. Even 
though, all of us have other friends, and have certainly met others who would be a valuable 
addition. I’m pretty confident that we’ve missed out on something – or rather, someone – 
because of our fear of putting ourselves out there, disrupting, or changing things.   
  
So if there is a Gospel message to be found in the Sandlot, I think one of the most clear ones is 
this: do not let fear interfere with your life, your friends, or your baseball. Fear itself is an 
emotion that can serve us well. It can warn us of danger, it can keep us safe. But put in the 
driver's seat? It can also drive us away from deeper relationships with others, from new 
experiences, and many gifts of life. Yet, fear is such a common human experience that God tells 
us: "Do not be afraid” over three hundred times throughout scripture. I once heard it was said 
365 times, reminding us that we should not be afraid, every single day. But I think that’s more 
likely a comforting literary device than an actual count.   
  
Either way... God tells us do not be afraid with great frequency. Do not be afraid of crossing 
seas, or bringing new life into the world, of meeting angels, or conquering death. No matter what 
we encounter, God reminds us: do not be afraid. Isaiah 40 puts it this way: We’re not bound by 
fear, because God is with us: strengthening, protecting and holding us. Or as I read somewhere, 
“Fear can keep us up all night, but faith makes a fine pillow.” 
 
This doesn’t mean we don’t feel fear. But it does mean we don’t let it drive. Some years ago, I 
read a memoir by Dr Jill Bolte Taylor called My Stroke of Insight. In the book, she details her 
experience of being  a neuroanatomist who worked closely with stroke patients, to then 
becoming someone who experienced a stroke herself. One of the big pieces that I took away 
from her book has also become a central point of her work going forward, including a TED talk 
and a whole other book. Anyway, her work tells us that we are people who have emotions, but 
do not need to be people who are driven only by emotion. Instead, we can acknowledge our 
anger or fears, and respond in other ways. Dr Bolte Taylor’s work reminds us that we can 
acknowledge our emotions, we can thank our bodies for their good response. And we can 
choose to let those 90 seconds pass without re-engaging with them.    



  
Instead of making choices guided by fear, we can make choices guided by our trust in God.   
In the Sandlot, that might look like Benny inviting Scotty to try again. Or Scotty, letting go of that 
fear, trusting that God is with him as he tries again. And it might even mean that Scotty knows 
that even if he fails, he is still beloved. By not letting fear take the drivers seat, Scotty and Benny 
learned something new. They became great friends, and they found a lot of mischief and joy in 
their community. 
 
The central problem in the movie is not Scotty learning to play baseball. Instead, its that Scotty 
loses a nearly irreplaceable baseball that belonged to his Dad. A treasured ball, signed by Babe 
Ruth gets hit over the fence... into the pit of  ”the beast,”  a neighborhood dog with a sweet tooth 
for baseballs. His growl and his drool scared the kids away.  But working together, they found 
courage to set aside their fears, be creative, and do something that alone they couldn’t ever 
accomplish.   
  
Their antics fill the remainder of the movie, but all together point us to this:   
(1) We all desire a place to belong and be loved for who we are,   
(2) Good friendships are gold and give us courage over any fear, and   
(3) Baseball is still the best American past time.   
  
Obviously Jesus has nothing to say of baseball, but he speaks often of the first two. And on the 
night he was betrayed, the very same night where he celebrated the first meal of communion, 
he gathered with his disciples in an upper room. Throughout the night, Jesus reminded the 
disciples that they have a place of belonging as his followers, and this continues even when 
Jesus is no longer with them. But he leaves one last commandment for how they should live 
their life. He says:   
  
Even at first glance, we know this feels very on message for Jesus: love God. Love each other. 
It’s what almost all of Jesus’ teachings point back to. But consider this: sitting at the table is 
Judas – the one who betrays Jesus to the authorities for forty pieces of silver. Also there is 
Peter, who while called the rock, and is the founder of the church... is also the one who will deny 
Jesus three times that night. And more than all this, Jesus knows his life is soon ending – giving 
plenty of opportunity for fear and fighting.   
  
Into this space, Jesus says: love. Love in the face of betrayal. Love in the face of denial. Love in 
the face of fear. Love. Jesus calls us to love in ways that are both simple, like washing feet, or 
heroic, like giving of your life. Or, as Scotty and his friends show: love each other so much, that 
you risk your summer freedom to take on the Beast and rescue Babe’s ball. The love that Jesus 
speaks to is one that unites and casts out fear. It’s a love of courage and belonging.  A love that 
speaks counter to much of our culture, to the authorities of their time, and probably ours.   
  
This commandment calls us to set aside our fear that divides. It calls us to forgive each other 
our mistakes, and be united in our love of God and others. After his death, the disciples could 
have been so locked in fear and disorientation, that the message of Jesus stopped with him. But 
instead, they were united by their love.  They found courage over fear, and community in one 
another. And from them? Their love, and their stories transformed the world. They created and 
grew the church, which has been born and reborn over time, eventually leading you and me to 
spending our morning worshipping Christ here at Messiah Church.   
  
(1) A place to belong and be loved.   
(2) Courage over fear.   



  
The same lessons we learn from the Sandlot, we learned first from Jesus, and we live every 
week together here at Messiah. As the Sandlot Boys worked together, they ended up making 
nice with the beast, whose name is actually Hercules, and claiming him as their mascot. They 
also meet his owner: Mr Mertle  (played by James Earl Jones). Mertle reveals that he played 
ball with Babe Ruth in 1927. After learning about the lost ball, Mertle gives Scotty a ball signed 
by several of the best Yankee hitters of the late 20’s in exchange for agreeing to visit and talk 
baseball once a week. Scotty still ends up grounded, but only for a week. And as the move 
ends, it flashes forward twenty years – where Scotty is a radio commentator for the LA Dodgers. 
The same team, Benny the Jet is now playing for. The movie closes as Benny steals home, 
flashing a thumbs up to Smalls in the press box.   
  
Scotty Smalls says that was the best summer of his life. He made friends. He learned baseball. 
And he conquered fears. But those best days of his life didn’t end the summer of 1962. Because 
our lives create a ripple effect. Benny welcomed in Scotty, even though he couldn’t play ball. 
Benny set aside any fear of fitting in with the others who were laughing and making fun – and 
instead, extended a hand (or mitt) of welcome to Scotty. They became life long friends. And this 
friendship boosted both of their careers: Benny playing baseball, and Scotty as an announcer. 
Ripple effects. But beyond them, Mr Mertle was given companionship in a new generation of 
boys who loved baseball, and could find comfort and joy in talking every week about his time 
playing with Babe Ruth. And the rest of the team? They found their way to careers and 
marriages, to inventions and discoveries... that all began because of the Sandlot. Because of 
the welcome and courage they learned there, together.   
  
Jesus says, this is my commandment that you love one another. Our lives, and our world, will 
be changed by our love for one another. And we may not always see where our love goes, or 
how our love impacts others. But we can trust, that through Christ, ours are ripples of love that 
will transform lives.   
  
Let us pray: Creating and redeeming God, you have brought us together this day to worship and 
grow in love of you. Thank you for this community here today, and for the gifts of technology 
that allow us to be together across many miles and homes. Give us courage, dear God, for the 
living of our days. Help us to see the newcomer among us, and to welcome them gladly. Give 
us courage over fear, that we live bravely and boldly. And ground us always in love... of your 
and each other. Help us grow your kindgom of love and grace, that all people might know the 
joy we know in you. Amen.   
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of August 21, 2022 
 
Prayer for the Week 
Loving, living God, be among me now. Show me your ways. Guide my steps. Live in me, that I 
may be one body of Christ. Help me to hear your words, to love one another, as you have loved 
me. Give me courage to hear and embody your message of life and love. Amen. 
 
This week’s readings relate to the themes found in the movie, The Sandlot, that was the 
basis for the sermon given on August 21. 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday, August 22 
 
Scripture: Philippians 1:27 
Most important, live together in a manner worthy of Christ’s gospel. Do this, whether I come and 
see you or I’m absent and hear about you. Do this so that you stand firm, united in one spirit 
and mind as you struggle together to remain faithful to the gospel. 
 
Observation 
In the summer of 1962, a nerdy, shy, fifth grader named Scott Smalls moves into a Los Angeles 
neighborhood where his mother encourages him to make friends. He tries to join a group of 
boys who play baseball daily in a local sandlot but is embarrassed by his inability to catch or 
throw the ball. Nevertheless, he is invited to join the team by their leader and best player, 
Benny, who teaches him the basic skills needed to play the game.  
 
Application 
As Scott reflects back on that summer, he says “If it hadn’t been for Benny, I would not have 
made a friend because the others thought I was a lost cause.” In his letter to the Philippians, 
Paul calls Christians to live according to the ways of Jesus. When have you felt alone and in 
need of a friend? How can our congregation be a place where everyone can find belonging and 
be loved? 
 
Prayer 
God of us all, thank you that you walk with us in all times and in all places. Help us to remain 
open to persons who cross our paths so that we might be the embodiment of your love to each 
one. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, August 23 
 
Scripture: Romans 5:1-5 
Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand 
through him, and we boast in the hope of God’s glory. But not only that! We even take pride in 
our problems, because we know that trouble produces endurance, endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope. This hope doesn’t put us to shame, because the love 
of God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 
Observation 
Smalls becomes part of the team by doing nothing. When he tries to work his way onto the 
team, he only makes matters worse. But when he has faith in Benny, Benny does all the work 
for him! All Scott has to do is hold his glove up and receive what Benny is doing for him. 
 
Application 
Paul is teaching the new Christians in Rome that their acceptance by God is not based on what 
they do but on what Christ has already done. We are given access to God’s grace and given 
hope – enduring hope. The same is true for you. God’s grace is a gift. Take a few moments to 
reflect on the hope that reality brings to your life today. You are accepted! You are loved 
unconditionally! 
 
Prayer 
Thank you, God, for every reminder that you love me. Let that love fill my heart today and even 
overflow so that the love I receive from you extends to others. Amen. 



 
Wednesday, August 24 
 
Scripture: John 20:19-22 
It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed doors 
because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them. He 
said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. When the 
disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Observation 
When the catcher hits a home run into an adjacent backyard, Smalls attempts to retrieve the 
ball but is stopped by the other boys, who tell him of the Beast, a large and highly territorial 
English Mastiff whom the boys’ imaginations have transformed into a kid-eating beast. Many 
baseballs hit into the yard over the years have all been claimed by the Beast, who is kept 
chained up by its owner. 
 
Application 
Fear is an emotion that can take over your life. It can make you sick, keep you from trying new 
things and keep you from meeting new people. Someone once said, “Fear can keep us up all 
night long, but faith makes one fine pillow.” Faith in something bigger than yourself can help you 
overcome your fears. The disciples of Jesus were meeting in secret for fear of death. What 
helped them overcome their fear? What are some things you do to overcome fear in your life? 
 
Prayer 
God, you have shown us how you were present and provided the hope and courage that the 
disciples could not find within themselves. Be that calming, strengthening presence when I am 
facing the storms and fears of life. Amen. 
 
Thursday, August 25 
 
Scripture: Proverbs 18:24 
There are persons for companionship, but then there are friends who are more loyal than family. 
 
Observation 
One day, Benny hits the team’s only baseball so hard that he knocks the cover off. With his 
stepfather away on business, Scott borrows a baseball, that happens to be one autographed by 
legendary player Babe Ruth, from his stepfather’s trophy room. Being ignorant of baseball 
history, Scott does not realize the ball’s value and hits his first home run, sending the ball into 
the Beast’s yard. When the other boys learn of the autograph, they make several attempts to 
help Scott retrieve the ball. 
 
Application 
Each of their efforts to retrieve the ball fails, but relationships are forged and strengthens as 
they come together for the common purpose of supporting Scott. Isn’t this what we also hear in 
today’s proverb? We need people for companionship, but we also need those who stick with us 
at the toughest times of life. The writer of the proverbs calls such persons “friends.” Who are the 
persons in your life that you could call in the middle of the night? To whom are you such a 
friend? 
 



Prayer 
God, today, I give thanks for the persons in my life who I can call upon no matter the time nor 
the circumstance. Help me to be the friend that others need.  
 
Friday, August 26 
 
Scripture: Acts 4:32-37 
The community of believers was one in heart and mind. None of them would say, “This is mine!” 
about any of their possessions, but held everything in common. The apostles continued to bear 
powerful witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and an abundance of grace was at work 
among them all. There were no needy persons among them. Those who owned properties or 
houses would sell them, bring the proceeds from the sales, and place them in the care and 
under the authority of the apostles. Then it was distributed to anyone who was in need. Joseph, 
whom the apostles nicknamed Barnabas (that is, “one who encourages”), was a Levite from 
Cyprus. He owned a field, sold it, brought the money, and placed it in the care and under the 
authority of the apostles. 
 
Observation 
Inspired by a dream, Benny offers to go over the fence and “pickle” (in baseball, when a runner 
is stranded between two bases and is in jeopardy of being tagged out) the Beast to retrieve the 
ball, but the dog breaks its chain, leaps over the fence, and chases Benny through town. The 
Beast crashes through a fence, which falls on top of the dog. But Scott and Benny free the dog, 
who shows gratitude and leads them to its stash of baseballs. 
 
Application 
Surely, the way the early Christians lived together was compelling to others. Surely, it was also 
quite shocking. It was counter-cultural and would turn the world upside down (or some would 
say right-side-up). Even today, when we see persons who sacrifice for others, it is a compelling 
witness in this world. What inspires you to give, to serve, and to love – not based on what you 
will receive in return, but on what the writer of Acts calls “an abundance pf grace…at work 
among them”? 
 
Prayer 
Lord God, as I see the need that others face, give me the wisdom to know what I can do and 
then grant me the courage to do what I can. Amen. 
 
Saturday, August 27 
 
Scripture: John 13:33-35 
 Little children, I’m with you for a little while longer. You will look for me—but, just as I told the 
Jewish leaders, I also tell you now—‘Where I’m going, you can’t come.’ “I give you a new 
commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must love each 
other. This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you love each other.” 
 
Observation 
Scott and Benny meet the Beast’s owner who turns out to have been a baseball player and 
good friend of Babe Ruth. He kindly trades them the chewed-up ball that Scott had taken from 
his stepfather for one autographed by all of the 1927 New York Yankees (known as Murderers' 
Row), and asks them to visit every week to talk baseball with him. Scott gives this ball to his 
stepfather and their relationship improves, though Scott is grounded for a week for taking the 
autographed baseball without permission.  



 
Application 
The movie speaks to the heart of what we all want: acceptance. We all want to fit in, to find 
someone to identify with and to have meaningful relationships. God created us to be in 
relationships, but we have to cultivate friendships. To practice forgiveness. To practice love – as 
an action. This is the final command that Jesus gives to those who would follow him. How can 
you keep Jesus’ command on your heart through every interaction that you have today? 
 
Prayer 
Loving God, forgive me for the barriers of division that exist that keep me from following you 
completely. Remind me that in your generosity, all are equal recipients of your faithful love. 
Renew my commitment to serve others and to love you in all that I say and think and do. Amen.  


