
   
 

   
 

Plugged In to Loving God, Loving Each Other, and Loving the World: 
    2. Plugged In to Loving Each Other 
Matthew 18:21-35 
September 18, 2022 
Pastor Bethany Nelson 
 
I heard a story about a little boy, who almost sounds like he could be one of my own. He says... “When I 
was little, I used to pray and pray God would give me a bicycle.... but then, in Sunday School we learned 
that’s not how prayer works. God doesn’t just give you bikes. So now, I have a bike. And I pray for 
forgiveness.”   
 
Jesus doesn’t promise bicycles, but he does promise forgiveness, doesn’t he?  Today we heard a parable 
in which Jesus talks about forgiveness. He tells the story of one man, who received forgiveness from a 
large sum he owed... but then, turned around and failed to forgive others. He received grace upon grace, 
but never really learned its message. And instead, kept a hard heart towards those in his debt. Jesus tells 
his disciples, and us, that we are to forgive 7 x 70 times. This, of course, is not a math lesson. We aren’t 
meant to track with tallies until we reach 490 and our bandwidth of forgiveness runs dry. Instead, Jesus 
says: forgive always. Over and over again, without count, until its impossible to keep count.   
 
Every week in worship, we pray together the Lord’s prayer, and in it we ask: “Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.” Now, we are not asking God to grant us forgiveness as often or easily 
as forgive others. Because we all know, it isn’t always easy. Instead, it’s a reminder that as often as we 
are forgiven, we are called to forgive. Now why is that? For that, I think we have to go way back to the 
beginning. Remembering that in the story of creation, God made humankind – together, Adam and Eve, 
as we know them. Two people made in the image of God, and intertwined with each other. Two people 
made in community with one another, both given the same charge: to care for God’s beloved creation. To 
care for each other.   
 
It doesn’t take long, and these first humans mess up. And much of the rest of scripture tells us the story of 
humanity where we are constantly messing up. We hurt each other. We hurt the world around us. And we 
fail to live as God commands. We mess up over and over again, failing to follow that most important 
commandment: “love the lord your God with all your heart soul and mind, and love you neighbor as 
yourself.”  And instead, we act maybe a little like that boy in the Sunday School room, who takes a bike 
and asks forgivenesss. That is, we act first in our own self interest, and ignore the big community we’ve 
been born into.   
 
Because God did not create us in isolation. God created us in community, in family – both that we are 
born into and those we choose ourselves. And we’re placed in a community because that is one way we 
experience the goodness of God. One way we tangibly know love and grace in our lives, is through those 
around us. Not only that, but we also have the opportunity, time and again, to practice living as one of 
God’s own – by extending that same grace and forgiveness to those around us.   
 
If the story of scripture is, on one hand, the story of humanity learning and struggling to live together. Then 
on the other hand, it is also a story of God – continually entering our world, to make things right. 
  
Last week, Pastor Tami taught us about God’s invitation to plug in, and the ways we are called to love 
God with our whole selves. If you weren’t with us last week, I encourage you to make space to watch or 
listen to that message – trust me, you’ll be happy you did.   But this week, we’re exploring the second part 
of God’s command. That is, to plug in and love each other. This week, is all about relationships. 
 
Dr John Gottman, of the Gottman Institute, has spent four decades studying relationships and wondering 
why some relationships are like ticking time bombs, and others are stable and happy over a lifetime. In the 



   
 

   
 

last forty years, he has studied over 3000 couples and has identified some specific behaviors that are key 
indicators of a successful relationship. His top three are:   
 

• 3 Indicators of a Successful Relationship 
• Treating your partner like a good friend.   
• Handling conflicts in gentle and positive ways. 
• Being able to repair after conflicts 

 
So what does this look like? Being a good friend includes acting in honest ways. Being and giving trust. 
Investing in the others interests. This doesn’t mean you have to love everything your partner or friend or 
child loves. But it does mean showing you care. Making space at the end of the day to connect and ask, 
“how was your day” and then to listen fully. Don't think about dinner or homework. Don’t think about your 
day. But be fully present. It means delighting in the interests of those around you. I’ve mentioned this to 
you before, my husband and brother are big fans of the Rennaissance Festival. They’ve been sesason 
pass holders for over a decade, and spend almost every weekend there during the season. But me? It is 
not my passion. But I love supporting Luke and my brother in theirs. And so, every year, I go. I even dress 
up. 
 

 
 
Here we are this year, where for the first time, I went without any kids with us. Although, our boys have 
costumes too, and are growing to love the fest, too.  
 
One way we maintain healthy relationships is by investing in the interests of those around us. Learning to 
celebrate and support the things they love, because we love them. This isn’t just about romantic 
relationships, this extends to every relationship we have. Case in point? Take a look: 
  

 
 
This group of beautifully outfitted folks with me and Luke, is my brother (to my left), and a the rest are a 
group of people from Luke’s new congregation. Hearing of his passion for the Fest, they not only decided 
to attend, but they made costumes to wear to go.  Isn’t that something?  I don't have to tell you that Luke 
felt supported and loved by this action. 
  
You can see how caring for the interests of others, showing our love, is an important way we plug into 
each other. The second tip Gottman offers is to handle conflicts in gentle and positive ways. Every 
relationship has troubles. But how we respond to them makes a big impact. Gottman tells us that when in 
conflict, whether over what to eat for dinner, navigating a household budget, or making you’re way through 
a conversation where someone was already hurt… that we are to focus on our own responses. Stick to “I” 



   
 

   
 

statements.  When you said or did this, I felt. I heard. I needed.  Remaining positive and gentle will prevent 
us from shutting down or acting defensively.  And focusing on our responses creates space for resolution. 
But we also need to be people who respect and trust each other. If your relationship is already missing 
these, it’s hard to be gentle in conflict. If you don’t trust your friend to have your best interest in mind? If 
you don’t respect your boss? It’s pretty hard to navigate conflict.   
 
And so, when Jesus tells us to love our neighbor as ourselves, one way we do this, is by offering respect 
and trust to those around us. And being a person worthy of that same respect and trust.  Gottman’s last tip 
for health relationships is being able to repair after conflicts and negative interactions. In other words, you 
gotta be able to forgive. One of the most important relationship skills is forgiveness. Which is why, I think, 
Jesus has so much to say about the matter. One of the biggest themes, as we mentioned, in all of 
scripture is forgiveness. Today we heard Jesus tell us, that we are to forgive 7x70 times. That is, we are to 
forgive over and over again. Forgiveness should be part of our life like brushing our teeth. We do it every 
day, multiple times a day, sometimes without thinking. Sometimes with great intention. But a regular part 
of our routine. Throughout the Gospels, there are multiple examples of Jesus offering and teaching 
forgiveness. But two I’d like to draw your attention toward, both at the end of Jesus life. You’ll remember 
on that last night, Jesus gathered with his disciples in the upper room, around a long table. They broke 
bread. They washed feet. They passed a cup. And all the while – Judas sat there, knowing he was to 
betray Jesus. And all the while, Peter sat there, soon to leave and deny Jesus. Both had direct hand in 
breaking the trust of that relationship with Jesus, and played a big part in the story of his arrest and death. 
And Jesus? Our God who took on flesh, who is and was and always shall be. Jesus knew.  He knew there 
were those at the table that would betray him so quickly, so severely, that it would contribute to his death. 
It was not Judas alone that brought about Jesus crucifixion, but he was one piece of the story. One person 
Jesus loved, and broke bread with. Who Jesus trusted and travelled with. And with one kiss, Judas 
betrayed Jesus. And Jesus forgave Judas.  
 
But Judas and Peter are not the only ones whom Jesus forgave that day. You’ll remember as he hung on 
the cross, the soldiers rolled dice and gambled over his clothing and mocking him. Beside him, were two 
criminals, also hung to their death. Luke’s Gospel tells us:          
 

While they were nailing Jesus to the cross, he prayed over and over, “Father, forgive them, for they 
don’t know what they’re doing.” One of the criminals hanging on the cross next to Jesus kept ridiculing 
him, saying,  “What kind of Messiah are you? Save yourself and save us from this death!” The criminal 
hanging on the other cross rebuked the man, saying, “Don’t you fear God? You’re about to die! We 
deserve to be condemned.  We’re just being repaid for what we’ve done. But this man—he’s done 
nothing wrong!”  Then he said, “I beg of you, Jesus, show me grace and take me with you into your 
everlasting kingdom!”   
Jesus responded, “I promise you—this very day you will enter paradise with me.”  

  
Even as he took his final breaths, Jesus offered forgiveness to those around him. To his disciples. To the 
guards and crowds. To the criminal next to him.  When all the world betrayed him, Jesus promised 
abundant life and forgiveness.    
 
This is not only the kind of God we serve – who offers this abundant and generous forgiveness to us all. 
This is the kind of life God calls into. Loving our neighbor means offering forgiveness, just as we have 
been forgiven. Jesus doesn’t question the man next to him of his wrong doings, or his worthiness or 
sincerity. He just forgives. The thief on the cross next to him still died for his crimes, but lives forever for 
his repentance. Forgiveness does not mean without consequence. But it does mean a turn of heart. A 
chance for restoration and healing.   
  
This is the most important way we act in relationships with others and love our neighbors. And so, when I 
was preparing for today, I turned to one of the most well known and respected experts on forgiveness. 



   
 

   
 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Desmond Tutu was an Anglican Bishop in South Africa and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner best known for his anti-apartheid work. He was selected by Nelson Mandela to chair the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission investigating human rights abuses in South Africa. He died the day 
after Christmas in 2021. His book, “The book of Forgiving” is an incredible work. On forgiveness, Tutu 
says:   
 

Without forgiveness, we remain tethered to the person who harmed us. We are bound with chains of 
bitterness, tied together, trapped. Until we can forgive the person who harmed us, that person will hold 
the keys to our happiness; that person will be our jailor. When we forgive, we take back control of our 
own fate and feelings.... We don’t forgive to help the other person. We don’t forgive for others. We 
forgive for ourselves.   

 
He goes on to tell about researchers who have found that forgiveness reduces depression, increases 
hope, decreases anger and increases self-confidence. And, those who do not forgive are at increased risk 
for everything from anxiety and insomnia to high blood pressure and heart attacks.   In more than one 
way, forgiveness is good for you. SO how do we forgive? Tutu gives us a Fourfold Path: 
  

• Fourfold Path of Forgiveness  
• Telling the Story  
• Naming the Hurt  
• Granting Forgiveness  
• Renewing or Releasing the Relationship 

  
Tutu explains this path of forgiveness is critical for our spiritual selves, for our physical selves, and for our 
relationships. This path works when we are forgiving others for things big and small, and when we need to 
forgive ourselves, or seek forgiveness.  In this path, Desmond Tutu tells us we have to acknowledge our 
pains and hurt. Tell the story again and again. To ourselves. To a trusted companion. And if possible, to 
the one who hurt us. In telling our story, we uncover the true cause of our pain, naming the places we feel 
betrayal or shame or embarrassment.   
 
We name the hurt, being specific about what caused our shame or feeling diminished. By naming the hurt, 
we prohibit it from taking root inside of us. Like a stubborn weed, we are digging deep to remove all the 
roots.  Because forgiveness, you’ll remember, is about clearing the gardens of our own heart – so that we 
have space to heal and grow and love.  Telling the story, naming the hurt... again and again, digs deep 
and removes the pain, shame, and betrayal within us. Leaving space for the broken pieces to repair. And 
then, when we’re ready, we choose to forgive.  We move from victim to a hero claiming our future and 
healing.  
 
Lastly, we can choose to renew or release the relationship. Because forgiveness does not mean 
forgetting. And it doesn’t always mean things won’t change. We don’t have to stay in relationship with 
those who have caused real and lasting harm or trauma. But we can’t stay in a relationship unless we 
forgive. And we can’t free ourselves, truly releasing a relationship, unless we forgive.   
 
God made us in community with another as a way to experience the goodness of God. And just as we are 
forgiven a hundred times over, we too, forgive. 7 x 70. And unless we dig up those roots of resentment, 
we can’t make space for the garden of God’s goodness to grow in our hearts and lives. Sometimes this 
happens quickly.  When my toddler breaks a frame, I say - ‘oh no. I like that frame, I got as a gift. This 
makes me sad, but lets pick up together.” Its fast, even unnoticeable, but all the steps are there.   
 
Other times forgiveness talked a lot of intentional work. Desmond Tutu created space for others to tell 
their stories within his Forgiveness Project. One of them is from a man named Karsten, who lives in 
Denmark. Karsen tells the story of when his wife left him for another man. He says:   



   
 

   
 

 
“My sorrow turned to anger. It wasn’t directed against my ex-wife, but against her new man, who I 
fantasized about hurting... I wanted to really frighten him, and so one day I telephoned him and told him 
so. He was very silent down the telephone. The following week I telephoned him again to say, ‘I won’t 
kill you but I feel like tearing one of your arms off!”   
By now my kids had been visiting their mother, and they told me he was a nice guy. So a week later I 
phoned him again and this time I told him, ‘I won’t harm you, but I’d love to come to your office and 
smash your computer with an axe.’ I imagined this with great pleasure. Still he didn’t say much on the 
phone.  
A month later my anger started to dissipate and so I wrote him a letter promising I wouldn’t bother him 
anymore. This was a ceasefire, but not peace.  We met at a café, and when I saw this man come 
through the door, I found him handsome and friendly.  He had a gypsy-like appearance, which I liked. I 
knew from that moment that we would become friends.   
We developed a great friendship. We spent hours drinking beer and talking together. And he even 
volunteered as webmaster for my website about forgiveness.  We lived in peace with our extended 
family until he developed cancer. At his deathbed, I sat and told him a story about forgiveness. After the 
story, he squeezed my hand. That was the last time I saw him. When he went out of my world, I cried 
the way I did when he came into it.  

 
In John’s Gospel, Jesus says, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  
  
Throughout his life, Jesus shows us what an abundant life looks like. And while it never comes with a 
promise of a life without pain or struggle, it does come with a promise of hope and forgiveness. Of 
newness of life and healing. When God placed us in the garden, God set us within community, and called 
us to live together in love. We “plug in to each other” and love each other by investing in that relationship, 
by healing conflicts gently and trusting one another, and by forgiving each other (and ourselves)… just as 
we have been forgiven.   
  
How is it that you are experiencing God’s forgiveness in your life?   
In what way is Jesus be calling you to find healing and forgiveness? 
 
I encourage and challenge you this week, to set aside time to listen to the word of Jesus in your life. To 
feel around the gardens of your heart for any rough edges or weeds taking root. To pray, to ask for 
strength and courage to pull them out, to offer forgiveness, and to be made new.   
  
Let us pray:    
Good and loving God, so full of grace. Each day, you call us to follow you anew.  
Give us courage to hear your voice, to soften our hearts, and guide our steps.  
We know it is easier to live with hands clenched and hearts hardened.  
Forgive us, for the people we have harmed. The relationships we have fractured.  
The ways we have failed to follow you with courage and grace.  
Forgive us and free us today, O God.   
May we follow the example of Christ - who offered grace and forgiveness to all people.  
Let us live with joy as those who have been marked and named as your own.  
And may we go out with confidence, to treat others with this same tender care.  
Be with us, now and always. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Grow, Pray Study for the week of September 18, 2022 
 
Weekly Prayer 
Amazing God, thank you for this day and for the people of Messiah Church. Move in and through us, that 
our faith may be strengthened and our love deepened. Make us a people who are gracious, forgiving and 
kind, that our actions draw others nearer to you. Amen. 
 
Monday, September 19 
 
Scripture: Matthew 22:36-40 
“Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your 
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You must love your neighbor 
as you love yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands.” 
 
Observation 
Jewish rabbis debated: were all commandments equal or was there a greater one? Asked about the 
greatest commandment, Jesus chose not one but two. The first was Deuteronomy 6:4: “You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind.” But he added Leviticus 
19:18: “You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.” Jesus said the point of all other truths is to lead 
us to love God and neighbor more fully. God wants us to show contagious love to all we know. 
 
Application 
Jesus said every key Bible principle, all the truths we know about what God wants, depends on the two 
commands he quoted. The second command can be especially challenging. Loving others the way we 
love ourselves is based on how God loves us—never giving up, no matter what. Our humanity makes it 
hard for us to love ourselves or others with God’s unwarranted love with no hesitation. But God calls us to 
move toward that, for our own sake and the sake of others. What has stopped you or made it hard for you 
to love yourself or someone else persistently? How might you love more fully? 
 
Prayer 
Gracious God, thank you for loving me unconditionally. Help me to recognize the moments in my life when 
I can relentlessly love those around me. Amen. 
 
Tuesday, September 20 
 
Scripture: 1 John 4:16-21 
We have known and have believed the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who remain in love remain in God and God remains in them. This is how love has 
been perfected in us, so that we can have confidence on the Judgment Day, because we are exactly the 
same as God is in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
expects punishment. The person who is afraid has not been made perfect in love. We love because God 
first loved us. Those who say, “I love God” and hate their brothers or sisters are liars. After all, those who 
don’t love their brothers or sisters whom they have seen can hardly love God whom they have not 
seen! This commandment we have from him: Those who claim to love God ought to love their brother and 
sister also. 
 
Observation 
Some people think righteous people are not kind, that following Jesus makes you critical and unloving. 
That was not the apostle John’s view! John Wesley, Methodism’s founder, preached a sermon on April 21, 
1777 that quoted John and invited all followers of Jesus: “Let us provoke all men, not to enmity and 



   
 

   
 

contention, but to love and good works; always remembering those deep words… ‘God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him!’” 
 
Application 
Why would John say, “Perfect love drives out fear”? 1 John 4:20 said, “Those who say, ‘I love God’ and 
hate their brothers or sisters are liars.” Do you agree that it is often fear that leads us to hate other 
people? Why would hating others block any genuine love for God? Can you think of practical ways to let 
God’s perfect love move you in the direction of acting in love toward others, even if you think they deserve 
fear and distrust rather than love? In what ways has following Christ made you and your relationships 
more loving? 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you embodied God’s love for me. Now you call me to embody your love as I deal with other 
people, even people I may not like, or may even fear. Grow your love in my heart. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, September 21 
 
Scripture: Ezekiel 34:1-8, 11-12; Luke 15:1-7 
The LORD’s word came to me: Human one, prophesy against Israel’s shepherds. Prophesy and say to 
them, The LORD God proclaims to the shepherds: Doom to Israel’s shepherds who tended themselves! 
Shouldn’t shepherds tend the flock? You drink the milk, you wear the wool, and you slaughter the fat 
animals, but you don’t tend the flock. You don’t strengthen the weak, heal the sick, bind up the injured, 
bring back the strays, or seek out the lost; but instead you use force to rule them with injustice. Without a 
shepherd, my flock was scattered; and when it was scattered, it became food for all the wild animals. My 
flock strayed on all the mountains and on every high hill throughout all the earth. My flock was scattered, 
and there was no one to look for them or find them. So now shepherds, hear the LORD’s word! This is 
what the LORD God says: As surely as I live, without a shepherd, my flock became prey. My flock became 
food for all the wild animals. My shepherds didn’t seek out my flock. They tended themselves, but they 
didn’t tend my flock. 
 
The LORD God proclaims: I myself will search for my flock and seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out 
the flock when some in the flock have been scattered, so will I seek out my flock. I will rescue them from 
all the places where they were scattered during the time of clouds and thick darkness. 
All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him. The Pharisees and legal 
experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose someone among you had one hundred sheep and lost one of 
them. Wouldn’t he leave the other ninety-nine in the pasture and search for the lost one until he finds 
it? And when he finds it, he is thrilled and places it on his shoulders. When he arrives home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Celebrate with me because I’ve found my lost 
sheep.’ In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who changes both 
heart and life than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need to change their hearts and lives. 
 
Observation 
Jesus, God in the flesh, came to this planet on a very real rescue mission. Drawing from the image in 
Ezekiel 34, Jesus told a story about a shepherd who lost one sheep from his flock. That was only 1% of 
the flock, but the shepherd cared deeply about any lost sheep. He dropped everything, searched until he 
found that sheep – and felt great joy when he found it. Jesus’ critics thought he should write off the human 
lost sheep (Luke 15:2), but Jesus in fact searched tirelessly for them. 
 
Application 
Ezekiel’s metaphor goes beyond the normal responsibilities of making sure that the sheep are protected 
and fed. Instead, it focuses on the remedial duties, caring for the sick and finding the lost. These equate to 



   
 

   
 

the need for kings to bring about justice for alienated and disenfranchised people. What are some of the 
ways you can actively support and work for justice for alienated or disenfranchised people around you? 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank you that you’ve never seen me (or anyone) as disposable, as someone who doesn’t 
matter. Give me your heart for everyone in your human family. Amen. 
 
Thursday, September 22 
 
Scripture: Romans 13:8-10 
Don’t be in debt to anyone, except for the obligation to love each other. Whoever loves another person 
has fulfilled the Law. The commandments, Don’t commit adultery, don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t desire 
what others have, and any other commandments, are all summed up in one word: You must love your 
neighbor as yourself. Love doesn’t do anything wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is what fulfills the Law. 
 
Observation 
Paul sent this letter to Roman house churches (there were no big cathedrals in his day). Some were 
mainly Jewish; others mostly Gentile. Their standards of righteousness varied (see Romans 14:1-15:13). It 
was easy for them to criticize each other. Paul said the purpose of God’s law or rules is to help us love. 
“Love doesn’t do anything wrong to a neighbor” was a big challenge to people who disagreed. It was (and 
is) vital, because “Whoever loves another person has fulfilled the Law.” 
 
Application 
How might ugly religious conflicts of the past (such as the Salem Witch Trials or the Inquisition) have been 
different if Christians had always aimed to fulfill the law by loving? How can you stand for truths that 
matter to you without acting in unloving ways toward those who disagree? Ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
grow in the inner qualities (that may not come naturally) that help you live out the law of love. 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, “love is what fulfills the Law” sometimes feels too easy to me. Until, that is, I try to do it. Then I 
realize how high and hard a standard that really is. Teach me how to love the way that you love. Amen. 
 
Friday, September 23 
 
Scripture: Matthew 9:35-38; Luke 19:1-10 
Jesus traveled among all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, announcing the good news 
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them because they were troubled and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples, “The size of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few 
workers. Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest.” 
 
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. A man there named Zacchaeus, a ruler among tax 
collectors, was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but, being a short man, he couldn’t because of 
the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus, who was about to 
pass that way. When Jesus came to that spot, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I 
must stay in your home today.” So Zacchaeus came down at once, happy to welcome Jesus. 
Everyone who saw this grumbled, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 
Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my possessions to the poor. And if I 
have cheated anyone, I repay them four times as much.” 
Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this household because he too is a son of Abraham. The 
Human One came to seek and save the lost.” 
 



   
 

   
 

Observation 
Our reason to be as a congregation grows from Jesus' actions and teaching. Jesus was a man on a 
mission. He did many admirable, valuable things during his ministry on earth. He healed the sick, broke 
down barriers of prejudice and exclusion, taught people how to live better lives, and challenged religious 
hypocrisy. Yet all that grew from his one central mission. First and foremost, Jesus said, he came to seek 
and to save the lost. 
 
Application 
Jesus said he “came to seek and save the lost." In his commentary, William Barclay wrote, "In the New 
Testament 'lost' does not mean damned or doomed. It just means in the wrong place….A man is lost 
when he has wandered away from God; and he is found when once again he takes his rightful place as an 
obedient child in the…family of his Father." In what ways has God found you, and given you your rightful 
place in God’s family? When have you been able to help God find someone else? 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank you for coming "to seek and save the lost," including me. Guide me to the ways I can 
join you in doing that great, world-changing work. Amen. 
 
Saturday, September 24 
 
Scripture: Colossians 3:12-14; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience. Be tolerant with each other and, if someone has a complaint against anyone, forgive each other. 
As the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each other. And over all these things put on love, which is the 
perfect bond of unity. 
 
Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, it doesn’t seek its 
own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it isn’t happy with injustice, but it is 
happy with the truth. Love puts up with all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, endures all 
things. 
 
Observation 
Paul was emphatically practical in his letters to the Christians in Ephesus and Corinth. He would have 
grown up reciting the Shema, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being, and all your 
strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Jesus said that was the greatest commandment, and added, “You must love 
your neighbor as you love yourself” (Leviticus 19:18). The next logical question for Paul, like Jesus’ 
followers ever since, was, “What does it look like to love my neighbor?” These were his answers. It looks 
like being humble – not thinking of yourself more highly than others. It looks like being gentle – take a 
deep breath if you feel angry, speak carefully. It looks like being patient – while waiting, focus on God 
instead of yourself. Love requires compassion (suffering with others), kindness (honor and consideration) 
and forgiveness to all God’s children. 
 
Application 
As you read this list of loving actions, how do you feel? Great? Guilty? Condemned? If you’re not perfectly 
living this list, remember: none of us are. Start with, how can you be more loving this week? Instead of 
trying to grow in all areas at once, choose one characteristic Paul lists and focus on living into a new way 
of loving. You might consider plugging into a Faith Group as an opportunity to do life together with other 
Christians who are supporting each other in this wonderful yet challenging work of being loving people.  
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, I want to love all my neighbors, everywhere. Help me start close to home and guide me as I 
expand my vision to be more and more like your vast, world-changing vision. Amen. 


