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Pastor Tami Luckhardt 
 
A 1903 Italian Studio floor lamp. An 8-foot-tall architectural model of the Eiffel Tower. A replica 
of Winston Churchill’s leather swivel chair. Are any of these items on your Christmas list? If so, 
Santa is going to have to visit Restoration Hardware. This is a high-end store where people go 
when they want to step back in time and buy an item that reminds them of some golden age 
from the past. People look back with longing, feeling that something precious has been lost. 
They want a missing treasure to be restored. And if we’re being honest, so do we. Now maybe 
we don’t feel that kind of void can be filled by an Italian floor lamp, crafted of solid cast 
aluminum and steel, retailing for $4600.  One lamp, $4600. It must be a good one, but will it give 
us the light we need? 
 
Our darkness is not going to be eliminated by a lamp designed to illuminate the scenes of the 
theater. Wandering through the darkness of daily life, we stumble and fall, hurt ourselves and 
others, crash into obstacles and leave a trail of debris behind us. We long for a lantern that will 
light our path, a beacon to guide us and lead us home. And so, each Sunday during Advent, we 
light a candle and say, "Restore us, O God." Bring to us your hope. Bring to us your peace. 
Bring to us your joy. Bring to us your love. We to be need restored.  
 
Last week we focused on the restoration of hope; today's we focus on the restoration of peace. 
Psalm 85 begins with a line spoken by the people of Israel, back in their homeland after a time 
of exile in Babylon: Lord, you’ve been kind to your land; you’ve changed Jacob’s circumstances 
for the better. The people are thankful that their long captivity is over, and that God has forgiven 
their iniquities and "covered all their sins."  But still, something is missing. The emptiness they 
felt is very similar to the void that remains deep within us after we earn a degree, start a job, 
move into a bigger house, or drive a new car off the lot. We know how fortunate we are. We 
appreciate God's blessings in our lives. But we wonder why everything we thought we wanted 
still isn't enough, how even good fortune in this life gives us everything but a sense of peace. 
 
Saint Augustine had it right when he said, "You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you.” True peace will escape us until our restless hearts 
begin to rest in God. It comes to us as a gift from God, and it includes our salvation, forgiveness 
of sin and the restoration of our relationship with the Lord. 
 
The psalmist goes on to assure us that God will "speak peace to his people," and will call for 
them to respond by turning to him "in their hearts". God's salvation is sent out into the land and 
is received by "those who honor him". God is generous with his peace and salvation, but God 
requires a response from us. The only way we will benefit from this gift is to receive it by turning 
to God in our hearts and saying yes to this gift of salvation and peace.  
 
It’s like two magnets. One represents God and the other, us. When we turn from God, we refuse 
to be at peace. Have you ever felt this way in your life? Are there things or situations in your life 
that you would like to turn around to God? God promises to forgive us and pardon all our sins. 
There is nothing you can do that will make God love you any less. But sometimes we feel upset 
when we are doing things that are wrong, struggling like a backwards magnet, but when we 
change our direction and turn toward God, then God forgives us completely. Just like two 
magnets that attract each other when they are lined up in the right way. The Psalmists wrote 
that this is when "righteousness and peace will kiss each other" and we are living in the way that 
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God desires. This is a gift that we only need to accept and when we do, it makes it possible for 
God's glory to live within us, Emmanuel, God with us. 
  
We need this gift now more than ever because we are not going to find peace by shopping at 
Restoration Hardware. In this nation, we’re faced with rising inflation; a possible economic 
recession, our 401Ks have taken a hit, our political parties are polarized and hate speech is on 
the rise as social media platforms are allowing it a place to live. As a world community, we’re 
living with the devastating results of climate change and wars, and the ongoing injustices 
against the BIPOC and LGBTQ individuals. But even in tough economic, social, and political 
times, the gifts of the Lord continue to come into the middle of our humanity, most clearly 
through the birth of Jesus. It is through the birth of Jesus that God speaks "peace to his people, 
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts."  
 
Over the Thanksgiving weekend, Jerry and I spent a couple of days in Michigan with his parents 
and a couple of days with our son and his family in Windsor, Canada. While I was on a walk in 
Windsor one day with our youngest grandson, I came upon a piece of art. It is located on a main 
street very close to the US/Canadian border and is called the Windsor Friendship Tree. This 
was once a majestic, 100-year-old American Elm tree was overcome with Dutch Elm disease 
and had to be cut down. But rather than remove the entire tree, the stump was left in place. In 
2020, a chainsaw artist completed this piece of public art. On top is a beaver and an eagle, 
representing the US and Canada. They are holding hands. On one side a Canadian flag is 
draped and on the other, an American flag. This art installation pays homage to the peaceful 
relationship between Canada and the US. Figuratively speaking, dead wood has come alive 
again. And that reminded me of another seemingly dead piece of wood found in scripture.  
Isaiah 11-A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse… Here the prophet Isaiah tells us that 
God is going to do some awesome art with this dead wood, some messianic art. The image 
here is of a tree that has been so devastated that only a stump remains. Jesse was the father of 
King David, so Isaiah is speaking of the Davidic line of kings. The prophet saw that things were 
going to get very bad for the people of God. David's line would decline to such a degree that it 
would be essentially left for dead. History tells us this is exactly what happened, with David's 
royal dynasty all but dying out because of God's judgment of His people through Assyria and 
Babylon. Nevertheless, Isaiah also saw that while the Davidic line would seem to be dead, life 
would remain within the stump. A small shoot—life barely detectable at first—would emerge. 
And once this shoot went forth, it would become a mighty tree.  
 
This lineage, while not very important to us today, was super-important to the Jews of Jesus’ 
day because it was a reference to the Old Testament prophet, Isaiah. The savior to come would 
be from Jesse’s lineage. So, as people began to suspect that Jesus was the Messiah, the fact 
that was he was “from the house and lineage of David,” Jesse’s son, was huge! And after Jesus 
was crucified and resurrected, the apostles read Isaiah through a new lens. They argued that 
the one who fulfilled this prophesy could only be Jesus Christ.  
 
Isaiah went on to say that when this new “shoot” from Jesse reigns, The wolf will live with the 
lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat…They won’t harm or destroy anywhere 
on my holy mountain. The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. Clearly, this 
is a world quite unlike our world today, another kingdom entirely. It would be like Democrats 
getting along with Republicans, or Freedom Partiers and Gun Control Advocates seeing eye to 
eye, or social conservatives and the live-and-let-live sort existing amicably together. That’s just 
not going to happen. Our differences are too just too great, and our divides too deep. Until 
someone comes and points to a higher truth, then all the things that separate us will continue to 
have us drawing up battle lines. It is the nature of the beast. 
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Or is it? We are convinced it is… and yet there is a small glimmer of hope deep down within us 
that only dares show its face at this time of year. During Advent, we dare entertain the idea that 
peace on earth is actually possible. And then quickly shake our heads and say it is kid’s stuff. 
Like Charlie Brown and his poor excuse for a tree and the Grinch and his heart that grew three 
sizes one day. Only in our dreams and fantasies does this stuff really work out, not in our living 
rooms and conference rooms, not in the shopping malls or on the battlefield. Not in the real 
world, where we live and move and have our being. Only in our holiday imaginations. Unless 
there are people like you and me who are willing to work and suffer for a different way of being 
in community; to stand as a signal to a better way. But who would want to do that? Who would 
sacrifice that much, endure that much to bring about a new world, to bring about a peaceable 
kingdom? 
 
When I hear those words – the peaceable kingdom – the painting by the same name comes to 
mind. A painting of animals clustered around a small child. The animals seem to be smiling, 
childish in their depiction. And in the background of the painting, there is a European man 
gathered with a group of Native Americans offering a hand of peace. That’s the famous Quaker, 
William Penn, and the peace treaty he made with the original occupants of this land. The painter 
was Edward Hicks, a Quaker minister. This was his favorite subject. In fact, he painted over a 
hundred different takes on this image, and sixty-two still exist today. 
 
What historians have noted, however, was that there was a subtle change in the depiction of the 
animals in the paintings. In the older ones, they are kind and even playful as they lie together, 
predator and prey. But as time went on, the teeth grew sharper and the snarls more 
pronounced. Hicks began to lose hope in humanity as he watched the barriers grow higher and 
stronger, the animosity growing deeper and more violent. In those later paintings, however, the 
child, the Christ, tightens his grip on the lion’s mane and the bear’s neck, holding them in place 
with strength when their will was not aligned with his. Hicks, though he began losing hope in 
humanity, began to cling even more tightly to Christ. In Christ, Hicks would put his hope for 
peace and so can we. 
 
Isaiah speaks of death, the stump of a nation, of a dream cut off, destroyed, but not ended. Out 
of that death comes a sprig of life. Out of that dashed dream comes a new dream, a new hope. 
That’s what Advent reminds us—not that a festive season of celebration returns once again 
simply because the calendar pages have turned; but that hope out of despair is possible, that 
life out of death is real, that a dream of a way of living that honors God and neighbor both is not 
only possible but is within reach. If we can find a way to set aside that which keeps us apart, 
those differences that make us suspicious of one another, and hold on to the common humanity 
that makes us so similar. That’s why we love our neighbors as ourselves because they are 
ourselves, just like ourselves. They may sound different and look different and act different, but 
they are us. And we can learn to trust, even as we choose to be trustworthy ourselves.  
Jesus is the common thread that unites all believers. One of the great beauties of the gospel is 
the way that it welcomes all believers—regardless of race, nationality, language, social status, 
or background—into one family. There may be no better example of this than the true story of 
The Christmas Truce of 1914: World War I had begun only months before, and the fighting on 
the Western Front between the Germans and the Allies was very fierce. Hope for a quick war 
was gone. Both armies knew they would be bitter enemies for years. A system of trenches 
separated the two sides, with the area in between regarded as “No Man’s Land.” But on 
Christmas Eve 1914, an unofficial truce began. German soldiers began singing “Silent Night” in 
German, and men on the other side of the great divide joined along in English. Soldiers who 
hours before had been attempting to kill one another were now singing together about the 
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wonder of Christ’s birth. As the night and the singing continued, the soldiers emerged out of 
their trenches to join one another in “No Man’s Land,” where they exchanged gifts of cigars and 
bourbon, played soccer, and buried their dead together. An estimated 100,000 soldiers along 
the Western Front laid down their weapons all that night. Even if for a brief moment, there was 
peace on earth and good will toward humankind. 
 
So, let me ask you this, is there a “no-man land” or “no person’s land” in your life that you might 
be able to take a step into knowing the peace of God goes with you? Perhaps it is a relationship 
that has hit a wall, or with a family member who has the polar opposite political view to yours. 
Maybe it’s a barrier between a classmate or co-worker that’s caused by the color of someone’s 
skin, language, culture, or economic status or just those we no longer know how to be 
neighbors with. God has put on flesh and chosen to be born among us, to make his home 
among us and dwell with us, we don’t need to live in fear of one another if we can take the risk 
of wanting to share, wanting to live in a peaceable kingdom. When we love, when we welcome, 
when we share Emmanuel in our world today, then we will stand as a signal to the nations that 
there is a God among us and there is a way to know peace, and there is hope in the midst of 
despair; there is joy even in brokenness. We are called to stand as a signal. Advent is the 
reminder of that promise, Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Let us pray: Oh Wisdom, Lord and Ruler, Root of Jesse, Key of David, Rising Son, King of the 
nations, in this season of Advent, may we join our dreams of peace with yours and seek to live 
in the peaceable kingdom made possible to us through the birth of your son, our savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
Grow, Pray, Study for the Week of December 4, 2022 
 
Weekly Prayer 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until 
the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. Amen. 
 
Monday, December 5 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-27; John 1:45-46 
When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in 
Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 
 
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law 
and the Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.” Nathanael responded, “Can anything 
from Nazareth be good?” 
 
Observation 
As Luke began his story about Jesus' birth, he told of a divine messenger appearing to 
Zechariah, an aged priest, in the imposing Temple in Jerusalem, Israel’s capital city (Luke 1:5-
11). But that was just a prologue to the main story. The main story came from Nazareth. 
Pilgrims came from all over the Mediterranean world to Jerusalem, but Nazareth was not on any 
pilgrim’s wish list. Honestly, it’s likely that most citizens of Judea (southern Israel) had never 
heard of Nazareth. 
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Application 
In the text from the gospel of John, we see that Nathanael didn’t think coming from Nazareth 
said anything promising or good about Jesus. His doubts likely reflected a common opinion in 
the area: Nathanael himself was from nearby Cana (John 21:2). Yet we only know about the 
incident because, after meeting Jesus, Nathanael became one of his followers. When has God 
used an unexpected person or ministry to uplift or deepen your spiritual life?  
 
Prayer 
Lord, when I sing “this is my Father’s world,” that song reminds me that you are at work in all the 
obscure places of our world as well as in the powerful and famous. And you want to work in me, 
no matter how obscure or famous I may feel. Amen.  
 
Tuesday, December 6 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-27; Matthew 13:54-55 
When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in 
Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 
 
 When he came to his hometown, he taught the people in their synagogue. They were surprised 
and said, “Where did he get this wisdom? Where did he get the power to work miracles? Isn’t he 
the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother named Mary? Aren’t James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas his 
brothers? 
 
Observation 
Luke simply told readers that Mary was “engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of 
David’s house.” We will learn more about Joseph in two weeks, but we need to know something 
about Mary’s fiancé to grasp her story. She lived in the tiny village of Nazareth, but the slender 
evidence in the gospels suggests that Bethlehem was Joseph’s hometown (Luke 2:1-4). If so, 
their families probably arranged the marriage. 
 
Application 
In Israelite culture, engagement was as binding as marriage. Mary was pregnant? People (like 
Joseph at first) “knew” some other man was to blame. Some later implied that Jesus’ father was 
unknown (John 8:39-41). Mary might even have been stoned to death (Deuteronomy 22:20- 24, 
John 8:3-5). But Matthew 1:19 said, “Joseph her husband was a righteous man.” He wanted 
Mary safe even if she’d let him down. How have you learned to face distress in a measured way 
like Joseph’s?  
 
Prayer 
Lord God, when you chose Mary, you also chose Joseph. He could have prayed John Wesley’s 
covenant prayer (“Let me be full, let me be empty”) as he played his supporting role. Give me 
his spirit. Amen. 
 
Wednesday, December 7 
 
Scripture: Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38 
A record of the ancestors of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham: 
Abraham was the father of Isaac. 
Isaac was the father of Jacob. 
Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers. 
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Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. 
Perez was the father of Hezron. 
Hezron was the father of Aram. 
Aram was the father of Amminadab. 
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon. 
Nahshon was the father of Salmon. 
Salmon was the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. 
Boaz was the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. 
Obed was the father of Jesse. 
Jesse was the father of David the king. 
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. 
Solomon was the father of Rehoboam. 
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah. 
Abijah was the father of Asaph. 
Asaph was the father of Jehoshaphat. 
Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram. 
Joram was the father of Uzziah. 
Uzziah was the father of Jotham. 
Jotham was the father of Ahaz. 
Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah. 
Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh. 
Manasseh was the father of Amos. 
Amos was the father of Josiah. 
Josiah was the father of Jechoniah and his brothers. This was at the time of the exile to 
Babylon. 
After the exile to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel. 
Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel. 
Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud. 
Abiud was the father of Eliakim. 
Eliakim was the father of Azor. 
Azor was the father of Zadok. 
Zadok was the father of Achim. 
Achim was the father of Eliud. 
Eliud was the father of Eleazar. 
Eleazar was the father of Matthan. 
Matthan was the father of Jacob. 
Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary—of whom Jesus was born, who is called 
the Christ. 
So there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen generations from David to 
the exile to Babylon, and fourteen generations from the exile to Babylon to the Christ. 
 
Jesus was about 30 years old when he began his ministry. People supposed that he was the 
son of Joseph son of Heli son of Matthat son of Levi son of Melchi son of Jannai son of 
Joseph son of Mattathias son of Amos son of Nahum son of Esli son of Naggai son of Maath 
son of Mattathias son of Semein son of Josech son of Joda son of Joanan son of Rhesa son of 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel son of Neri son of Melchi son of Addi son of Cosam son of 
Elmadam son of Er son of Joshua son of Eliezer son of Jorim son of Matthat son of Levi son of 
Simeon son of Judah son of Joseph son of Jonam son of Eliakim son of Melea son of Menna 
son of Mattatha son of Nathan son of David son of Jesse son of Obed son of Boaz son of Sala 
son of Nahshon son of Amminadab son of Admin son of Arni son of Hezron son of Perez son of 
Judah son of Jacob son of Isaac son of Abraham son of Terah son of Nahor son of Serug son of 
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Reu son of Peleg son of Eber son of Shelah son of Cainan son of Arphaxad son of Shem son of 
Noah son of Lamech son of Methuselah son of Enoch son of Jared son of Mahalalel son of 
Cainan son of Enos son of Seth son of Adam son of God. 
 
Observation 
“Oh, no—not genealogies! I don’t know who those people were. I can’t even pronounce some of 
those foreign names!” Both Matthew and Luke listed Jesus' ancestors, not as a way of putting 
their readers to sleep, but as a story of God’s unfolding history leading up to the promised 
Messiah. Hebrew genealogies (like Matthew’s) generally began with an ancestor and read 
forward; Greek genealogies (like Luke’s) did the reverse, reading backward from the present to 
the past. 
 
Application 
Casual readers sometimes get confused. If you go name-by-name, these two genealogies differ 
at some points. The difference is perhaps best explained by the assumption that the legal line 
[i.e. Joseph’s—a patriarchal culture saw men as the legal “father,” regardless of genetics] of 
Jesus is traced in Matthew, the actual line of descent [i.e. Mary’s] in Luke. How did both 
genealogies make the crucial point that Jesus fulfilled and completed God’s promises to 
Abraham and David? 
 
Prayer 
O God, you have always been willing to work with anyone who is willing to work with you. Thank 
you for giving me the privilege of joining the long list of people who have served your great 
redeeming purpose in the world. Amen.  
 
Thursday, December 8 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-28; Daniel 8:15-18 
When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in 
Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The 
Lord is with you!” 
 
Now I, Daniel, needed help understanding the vision I saw. Suddenly standing in front of me 
was someone who looked like a man. I then heard a human voice coming out of the center of 
the Ulai canal. It called out: “Gabriel, help this person understand what he has seen.” 
Gabriel approached me, and I was terrified when he came. I fell with my face to the ground. 
Gabriel said to me, “Know this, human one: the vision is for the end time.” As soon as he said 
this to me, I fell into a trance. My face was still on the ground. Then Gabriel touched me and set 
me up on my feet. 
 
Observation 
God, Luke reported matter-of-factly, entrusted the angel Gabriel with the crucial message to 
Mary. (Luke first named Gabriel in Luke 1:18-19.) But who was this divine messenger? Devout 
Israelites knew. They’d become familiar with his name in the visions of the Old Testament book 
of Daniel. There, as “someone who looked like a man,” he brought messages from God to help 
understand the apocalyptic visions. 
 
Application 
What’s your mental image of an “angel”? If it’s a plump infant with short wings, you’re not alone. 
But that’s from medieval art, not the Bible. Hebrews 1:14 asked, “Are not all angels ministering 
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spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” How can you keep your heart and 
perceptions open to any angel messengers God may send you along your journey? 
 
Prayer 
Keep me alert, Lord, so that wherever and however your message comes to me, I will be able to 
hear, accept and act on it. Amen.  
 
Friday, December 9 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:28-33 
When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” She was 
confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. The angel said, 
“Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, 
and there will be no end to his kingdom.”  
 
Observation 
Living in the obscure town of Nazareth, Mary had no reason to expect to lead a life that was 
exceptional. When God’s messenger greeted her with the words, “Rejoice, favored one! ... God 
is honoring you,” Luke said the words confused her. With eyes that saw things human eyes 
could not, God had chosen her to become the mother who would miraculously bear the 
Messiah, whom all Israel had awaited for centuries. 
 
Application 
Gabriel’s words to Mary evoked Isaiah 9:2, 6-7’s brilliant promise. It said a descendant of David 
would bring “a great light on those living in a pitch-dark land.” He would be called “Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” It was not just a promise—it was THE 
promise at the heart of all God’s promises. Can you imagine Mary’s feelings as it slowly dawned 
on her that she was the one who would bear the long-promised child?  
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you were, and are, the dawn from heaven, the light in the darkness that my life 
needs. Open my eyes to take in and rejoice in the continual dawning of your light. Amen.  
 
Saturday, December 10 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:34-38 
Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a 
man?” The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s 
Son. Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman who 
was labeled ‘unable to conceive’ is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God.” 
Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the 
angel left her. 
 
Observation 
Mary didn’t try to hide her puzzled questions (verse 34), but she was open to the angel’s 
answer. Her final response was an awe-inspiring model for us: “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be 
with me just as you have said.” 
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Application 
What does it take for you to respond to God’s call as Mary did? Do your life experiences help or 
hinder you from fully believing and trusting the good news about God’s incredible love for you? 
What helps you trust that God is with you and for you through all the ups and downs of life? 
 
Prayer 
Lord God, from darkness to light, from anguish and grief to hope, from death to life—you are 
always the God for whom nothing is impossible. I praise you for the joy and hope you offer me. 
Amen. 
 
 


